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Considering the many publications that 
already exift, explanatoi^y of the principles of 
t)uY religious fociety, it may feem to fome per- 
fons fuperflupus, to publifh any thing further 
on this fubjeiS; • I have, notwithftanding, 
baen long apprehenGve, that a work is ftill 
wanting, which fhall include the whole, or 
thie moft material part, of our principles ; and 
in'^a tbticife,' y^t pfe?f|)ieuous manner, convey 
a fufficient explanation and defence of them. 
The ample and excellent apology of Robert 
Barclay is 'too diffufe for the generality of 
young readers • and it requires a more clofe 
and parient attention than many are willing 
to-beftow. It would, however, in my ap- 
prehenfion, amply repay that attention : and 
' I am fo far from being defirous to leffen its 
tife, that I wifli particularly to recommend it 
to-tkio^e df our own fociety, who defire (whafc 
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all Ihould defire) thoroughly to underftand 
their own religious principles. If the lan- 
guage is not mpdern, it is ftill correa and 
clear ; if the work is thought too 'controverfial, 
we fliould recollea, that the controverfy is on 
fubjefts, the right underftanding of which is 
intimately conneaed with our exiftence as a 
religious foGiety. The light and mifcellane- 
bus reading of the prefent day, it is to be 
feared, ^ijiflnclines many amongft us, as well 
as others, from fubjeas which require clofp 
attention and furious coniideration : and I 
wifli it m^ not also be ar means of weakiening 
fU« nff-^^u c -f ./ ;^ thafe foi-'-:-^^- 

truths, in which our Jiigbeft duty and our 
deepeft intereft confift* 

In this work, I have been defirous of io.t 
c^katisng the geaeral principles of reKgion, 
md of Chriftianity, as well as thofe which 
are peculiar ^o ^wr fociety ; believing^ jthat 
we can no longer exift, with any, degree of 
confifteifcy, than whilft thofe principles arc 
maintained, which conftitute tl^ bafis of the 
Chriftipan religion. Th^fe I. cqnfid^r *o,.he* 
faith in God, and a belief of the innnortali* - 
ty of the foul ; a humbling feqfe of the de^ 
pravity of hum^n nature, and of Ijhe necefl5# 
ty and b^uefiu of a Redeemer j that ihi* 
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Redeemer is Chrift Jefus our Lord ; that 
what the evangelifts and apoftles have writ* 
ten concerning him, is true, both in relation 
to bis humanity and bis Divinity, as well as 
their accounts of his many mighty works and 
miracles ; bis having, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himfelf unto God for us, as a 
propitiation for our fins ; and fent the Com- 
forter, even the Spirit of Truth, to convince 
the world of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of 
judgment ; and to guide into all truth. 

In treating of the Holy Scriptures, I have 
particularly endeavoured to obyiate the prin- 
cipal objeflions made againft them ; fince it 
is by attempting to invalidate their authentic 
city and divine authority, that the enemies of 
the Chriftian religion attack our faith. I 
have introduced the fubjed); of the Scriptures, 
previously to the chapter on the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; confidering, that if the authenticity 
and veracity, to fay nothing of the divine au- 
thority, of thefe writings, be eftablifhed, it 
is then necelfary only to ftiow, what Chris- 
tianity is, according to the Scriptures. A 
few arguments are, however, added^ in fup- 
port of the Chriftian religion. 

With refpeft to thofe principles, which art 
peculiar to our religious fociety, I hope that, 

A 2 
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however lingular they may appear to fomc; 
they will, on clofe examination, be found 
confiftenf with the nature and fpirit of the 
gofpel difpenfation. The conviftion of this 
cenfiftency has been increafed on my mind, 
by the inveftigation which the writing of this 
work has occafioned ; and, I ttuft, we arc 
able to give fucb reafons for our diffent from 
other Chriftians, , as may at lead excufe it to 
thofe from whom we diflRer. 

Although very little is quoted in this wort 
from any books, but thofe of the holy Scrip- 
tures, it may be proper to fay, that I am in^* 
debted to the writihgs of others, for many of 
the arguments which I have advanced. At a 
time when fo much has been written, and 
well written, on thefe fubjefts, it is not to be 
expefted that many frefti arguments can be 
brought forward. Some new matter will, 
neverthelefs, be found. The principfe ob- 
je6l aimed at in this work is, to digeft what 
has been produced by reading and refleftion^ 
and to deliver it in fuch a manner, as may 
briefly, yet clearly, convey the fentiments 
defigned to be inculcated. How far this ob- 
jeft has been attained, is not for me to de- 
termine. 

I wilh not, by any thing I have written, to 
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promote a fpirit of controverfy : on the con» 
trary, I defire the increafe of that mutual 
charity, which it is alike our duty ^and our 
intereft to cherifh. To fpeak what we ap- 
prehend to be truth, is, however, fometimes^ 
neceffary ; and always fo, if we fpeak at alL 
If we do this, as we ought to do, in love ;. 
and it is received in the fame fpirit ; we may 
be the means of ftirring up the pure mind in 
each other ; and of promoting our " grow- 
ing up in Him, in all things, who is the 
Head, even Chrift/'* 

* Ephcs* iv- 15^ 



CHAPTER L 

j&N RELIGION IN GENERA.L. 

.Univerfal Iipportance of Religion-— The Belief of Go^ 
its firft principle.— Next of the Immortality of ^hf 
Sour»— Univerfality of thcfe PrincipIies.'-^A|'^umj:^tf 
for them.-»Faith tj|icir beft Support* 

lyELIGIQN 19 9 A^bjeiQ: which inTolves fo mucb^ 
l>oth of ti^p duty ^pd intcrpft of .jpaijkind, th^ 
there is no fitu;itioQ in life, which cgn exempt m 
from the copfic{er9tip|)S and obUg^itipns it impof^ 

f^poa us ; or render feperfluous thofe fontcts ot 
^i^oysient and confoUtion, which it affords to its 
true and humble pofleflbrs. 

^ ^^The firft principle of all religion is, the belief* 
of a -Supreme Being, diftingui&ed by the natde 
pf God : a being, who is the original creator of 
$11 things $ who hath all power in his hands ; is 
iperfeA in wilfciom . and knowledge ; is jnft and 
^ual in all his ways ; and wbo(e tender mercies 
arc over all his works« ' He knoweth our mof^ 
Jbcret a^ftions, words, and thoughts ; for there i^ 
nothing hid from him, with whom we have to do* 
The next principle of religion is, the belief of 
the immortality of the foul of man^ and a future 
ildte of rewards and ptintfhinents, in which the 
great diiitndlon will be made betwixt the righteoot 
flad the wicked i thx>fe iiie^ualities wh^ appear 
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in this probationary ftate will be remoTcd ; and » 
rccompencc be given to every man according ta 
his works. 

Although thefe principles of religion are not 
attended with that kind of evidence, which the 
objefts of our external fenfes generally afford ; yet 
it is not a little remarkable, that there are fcarcely 
any other fubjefts, which have obtained fo general 
belief and perfuafion amongCl mankind, though 
often mixed with many grofs ideas. They arc 
principles fo interwoven with our natures, that it 
feems to indicate an extraordinary debafement, or 
pervcrfion of mind, not to entertain truths fo uni- 
verfally felt and acknowledged. They are, how- 
ever, principles which may be fupported by argu- 
ments^ drawn fcom the nature of things ; and. 
notwith (landing the general confent to them, it 
may be proper to bring forward a few of thefe ar« 
guments. 

The exiftence of a Supreme Being, the crj^^Xm^ 
t)f heaven arid edrth^ is evident from the works of 
creation. The magnificence of fome of thefe 
•works 5 'the regularity and order with which they 
move in their appointed ftations ; the beauty an4 
life attendant upon others with the important pur**- 
pofes which are accompli (hed by them, p^rticulaiv 
ly to the animal creation $ evince fo clearly both 
defign and power, as to afford an infuperable argu- 
ment in fav'our of a great firft caufe, perfeA in 
wifdonv and goodnefs, as well as in power* To 
thefe confiderations may be added, the wonderful 
arrangement of the animal economy : the difib» 
Knt parts, adapted to their diffibrcnt purpoies. with. 
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^xtraoTflmary exactnefs and advantage^ clearly 
manifeft a defigner poiTefTed of omnipotence and 
lyiitlom; the contemplation of which might well 
induce the pious pfalmift to addrefs his Maker in 
this emphatic language : ** I will praife thee, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made ; marvellous 
are thy works, and that my foul knoweth right 
well.''* Thus alfo-.a confideration of the other 
works of creation, induced the fame pfalmift to 
celebrate his Maker's praife : ** The Heavens de- 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament fhow- 
cth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth 
fpeech, and night unto night fhoweth knowledge. 
There is no fpeech nor language where their voice 
is pot heard."-}- And again : ** O Lord ! how 
manifold are thy works; in wifdom haft thou 
made them all.'':]: J 

Nor are we without arguments for our immor** 
tality, and a future ftate of retribution, the be- 
lief of which is, as it were, the foul of religion : 
for when we have entertained fuitable ideas of a 
Supreme Being ; when we feel thofe afpirations. 
unto him, and thofe defires to unite with him, 
which frequently arife in our hearts ; and parti- 
cularly when we look at the ftate of the righteous 

* Pfalm cxxxix. 14. f Pfalm xix. i, 2, 3. 
:|: Pfalm civ. 24. ' ' 

} If any perfbn fhould think it irregular, to bring for- 
ward pafTages from the fcriptures, before their authority 
has been proved ; it may be obferved, that thefe pafTages 
are not advanced as arguments, but as elucidations, in the 
fame manner as any other writing might be quoted. 
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a)id the wicked in this world ; we have fuffiHenl*^ 
reafon to conclude, that there is a part in man 
which is immortal ; abd that there muft be a fu- 
ture ftate, in which virtue and vice will meet with 
their refpcftive rewards, in a more fignal manner 
than they appear to receive in this life ; and 
which prove God to be juft ^nd equal in all his 
ways, and rtghtepus in all his thoughts. 

But, notwithftanding thefe and other argu-^ 
ments, which might be adduced in fupport of thofe' 
two firft principles of religion, the foul feems 
moft folly to reft upon and enjoy them, when they' 
are felt as objects of faith, rather than of reafon. 
They then become like fclf-evldent truths, fot 
Vi^ich our own feelings are the be(l fupport, and 
which aft in concert with that declaration : 
" Without faith it ii iropoffible to pleafe God ; for 
he that cometh to him niuft believe that he is ; 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
fcek him.*** And we ought ever to remember, afc 
t^ all our reaibnings on thefe fubjefts, that ** Life 
and immortality are brought to light by thr' 

gofpel.^t 

♦ Heb. XI. 6. t ^TiflDU i* la 
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CHAPTER 11. 

ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

Nature and defign of the Scriptures. — Their claim to our 
Regard, and to tire Belief of their being ditinely in- 
fpired. — Objedions anfwered — Firft, to their Genuine- 
nefs and truth.— Next, to their InfpiratioD.— -Ail re- 
lated of good men not intended for imitation. — Impar* 
tiality of the Scriptures. — Great Judgment neceffary 
in applying them. — Poffibility of placing too much 
Dependence on thenv. — Remarks on calling them the 
Word of God- 

X HESE writings arc divided into two parts, the 
Old and the New Teftaments. They commence 
with an account of the creation of the world, and 
contain a hiftory of more than four thoufand 
years. Their obje<ft appears to be, to exhibit the 
various difpenfations of God to mankind ; to ma-> 
hifeft many of his general and particular afts of 
Providence ^ to fhow the good effcfts of religion 
and virtue ; and to fet forth the lamentable evils 
which are the confequence of walking in the paths 
of irreligion and profanenefs. Fdr the prevention 
of thefc evils, the fcriptures inculcate thofe prin- 
ciples of piety and morality, which contribute to 
the happinefs of mankind, both here and ber<saf- 
t«r 5 and there is not any gcnefal duty, religious 
or moral, in which they do not afford inftruftion 
and direAion. 

The fcriptures alfo contain many remarkable 

B 
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predidlions concerning nations and individuals, 
with fevcral prophecies of the coming of the Mcf. 
fiah, and of the difpcnfation of the gofpel. An- 
tient hiftory, both facred and profane, gives ac- 
count of circumftaiices which fliow the fiiifilling of 
many of thcfe prcdiftions ; and the New Tefta- 
ment particularly relates the completion of thofe, 
which arc given concerning ** Him, of whom 
Mofes in the law and the prophets did write,"* 

When we codfiJer who were the writers of 
these vohimes ^ what are the subjeAs ; and what 
appear to be the objeAs of them ^ they claim at 
iirst view a high degree of regard and esteem. 
But when, as Christians, we believe in a divine 
influence and dire^ion, we find abundant cause 
to conclude, that this influence was extended to 
those who wrote or compiled the scriptures, and 
therefore believe with the apostle Paul, that they 
were ** given by inspiration of God j''f and are 
productive of those important advantages which 
he attaches to them. 

But notwithstanding the ftrong belief which is 
generally entertained of the truth of these writings, 
and of their having been communicated under the 
influence of divine inspiratioa; there are persons, 
who do not acknowledge one or both of these 
claims to that credibility and reverence which arc 
attached to the scriptures. It will therefore 
be neceflary to pay some attention to the objedions 
advanced by these persons j in doing which it may 

* John i. 45. t Tim. iii. 16. 
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be proper^ fir(V to confider those which are made 
againft the authenticity of the scriptures. 

Thefe objeAiona may be divided ^ into two 
clafles* 

I. ^To the writings^ as the genuine produdion? 
of the authors to whom they are ascribed. 

2. — ^To the works themsdVes, as being a true 
hiftory. 

With rcfpcft to the objeftion againft their gcn- 
ulnenefsy in relation to their imputed authors, if 
it could in some cafes be well fupported, it would 
by no means invalidate either the truth or the 
inspiration of these writings ; because the books 
do not always declare their autHors. They have^ 
however, been transmitted through so regular a 
channel of evidence, by a people for whom they 
were cfpccially written, and by whom they were 
religioufly preserved, a» to render it as indubitable 
as any thing of the kind can be, that the^ were 
written by thofe to whom they are afcribed. In 
ibme cases the authors may be considered as du-- 
bious ; and seeing that, in these instances, the 
books are not imputed in fcripture to any individu- 
al, no objection can reasonably be made on this 
ground. 

An objeAion is fometimes made to riie Suppos- 
ed author, on account of his fpeaking of himfelf 
in the third peribn ; but this cannot have much 
weight, when it is confidered that it is a mode 
of writing not peculiar to them, but l^as been 
adopted by other hiftorians,whose works have been 
generally admitted without difputation. 

Another more plaufiUe reafoa for disputing 
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the authors^ arifes from some pkces being cuientipn-* 
cd by names, which appear to have been given to 
them fubfeqvent to the aUeged writer's existence ; 
or from faying, that a place is called by a particu- 
lar name " to this day," with other fimilar expref-. 
fions. Now all this is cafily obviated by confider-. 
ing,. what is generally admitted, that^ after, the 
Babylonian captivity, Ezra revifed the Jewi(h fcrip-* 
tures V and it appears, that, in forne inflances, he 
either made use of modern names, or added re^. 
marks of his own. to elucidate th^ hiftory. Ha 
was a religious character, and one whom the Jews, 
confidered as a£ling under divine direftion •,, they 
therefore received *hls comments^ and added thena^ 
if he did not do it himfelf^ to the original text. 
This is a faA which the Jews acknowledge, and 
accounts for the causes of this objection in fuch a 
manner, as muft, I apprehend^ be fatisfaftory to 
every impartial mind. 

The account of the death of Mofes, at the end 
of Deuteronomy, was probably added by Jofliua 
or Samuel, to complete the hiftory. of Mofes in 
those books that were written by him ; and is a 
circumftancc which no reafonable man, who is 
acquainted with literary publications, would make 
a ground oT objeftion to the authenticity of any 
book. 

Nor are the objeftions to the truth of the mat- 
ters related in the holy fcriptures, of more weight 
than thofe alleged againft their authenticity. They 
arise from fpme apparent inconfiftencies of one part 
with anotherj^ aad from a fuppofed difiil^rence i% 
fome infiances, from other hiftorle&* 
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In moft cafes, the inconfiftaictes ob^Aed are 
only in appearance ; they may be, and indeed have 
been, removed by a critical examination of the 
fufa^e^b ; a^id if we admit a few to arife from 
incorredtnefs in tranicribers or translators, furely 
no wife man would confider fuch a circumftance 
as a reasonable ground for rejefting even writings 
much lefs authenticated than thefe. As to the 
few variations from c^her writers, if they cannot 
otberwife be reconciled, a fair confideration of the 
probability, which of them had the beft means of 
information, will, I believe, give a clear preference 
to the facred hiftorian. But the fcriptures are in 
general found to be well fupported by other au^ 
thors-, and, what is worthy df obfervation, the 
completion of prophecies, recorded in various parts 
of holy writ, is confirmed by profane hiftorians of 
good credit, who, it muft be admitted, could have 
bad no inducement to give any unfair teftimony in 
their favour,* 

That fome : verbal difficulties fhquld occur in 
ft coile^on ~of books, which wec^ written from 
more than one thonfand feven hundred, to up- 
wards of three thoufand - years ' ago, and which 
contain a hiftory of above four thoufand years, is 
what may reafonably be expefted ; but that writ- 
ings of fuch antiquity ihould' come down to us so 
perfeA as they appear to be^ is caufe of admiration $ 

* For the truth of thefe adertioDS, fee Grotius on the 
Truth of the 'Chniflian Rtltftcm,' 3 9e^; 14 and 16. 
Newton on the Fro)>beeie$, aad Prttfymaa •!» the Studf 
of the Bible. 

B a 
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and^ confictering th^ir fiiterdting impoftance^ .' of 
gratitade and praife. . 

Having, I hope, A*flkrieiitly obviated the moft 
plaufible objections, that are made againft the truth 
and credibility of the fcriptures, the next circum- 
ftance to be coniidered is, their infpiration ; by 
which I underftand, that the writers or compilers 
were influenced by the Holy Spirit, in com muni- 
eating thefe writings. A confiderable part b^thcni 
are given as exprefe communications from the 
Almighty to his fervants and prophets : this, if we 
admit the truth of the relation, determines a large 
proportion of the bible to be an immediate revela- 
tion, which is more,^ as to the degree,, than is 
necefiarily implied by the term, infpiration. 

The reafons for confidering thefe writings, a» 
being given under that divine influence which » 
called infpiration, arc the following : 

I. — The charafter* of the writers, all of whom, 
that we can afcertain, were men, eminently endow- 
ed with divine gifts j and who appear to have 
drawn up these, writings for the ufe and edificatiott 
of the church of God •, in doing which we may 
reasonably conclude^ that his affiftance would be 
fought for and afibrded. 

2. — ^The charadter of Ezra, who, befide* beifeg 
the writer of at Waft one book, collected the vari- 
ous writings of Ihe Old Tcftamcnt, with th« 
exception of two or three books not then written.f 

f Thefe are Nehemiah and Makchi, and perhaps Efther 
with part of Chronicles. They are generally fuppofed. to 
have been added by Shnon the joft. 
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Ui^ cbiarraflery gthsf^ und motive», alllead us f o ldu3 
fame conclufion as before ; with this addition) ihal 
as the authors, or the occafion of fome part of 
lh^r& writings, are not clearly afcectained, Ezra's 
compilation under divine influence, gives an 
additional san^ion to (hefe Books. 

3. — ^The teftimony of the apoftle Paul, who 
fays, " All fcripture is given by inipiration of God, 
and is profitable for do£lrine, Sec* and when we 

• 9 

W d > i 

^ lam aware, that (orc^ periocm endeavour to (eta&t^ 
the force of this paffagCiby ffjjti.P^ .that, one Qfe^lf m^u- 
fcript, and fome aocient veciions, omit diex^K/, in Engl^lh 
and\ !by which they w.QtjiId gvi^e a di&rent meaqiog to 
the paifage. la anfw|rto this^ it may^bf , obfe^vedr . ■ i 

ir— , Tiiat 'fof . Ope Greqk manu|f«ript .which >yanij» 
tbe «a/r or at^dy there are great n^mbters which have it ; 
and that on^ is neither so antlent,. nor of fo good credit 
as moll of the otliers, in tl"^ opipioi^ of m^Qy ^crhjcs,, 
Kow, to f^t all other maanfcripis afide, and prefer a fiogie 
and kfs aiit))eacicated reading, iKjith two or thrfe tranflfto 
tions, which, . thotsgh they loay be . amient, caf) ^ by ne 
means bf coniidered of equal validity, with so many copies 
in the original tougae, would be an exercifi? of critjcism, 
which nothing but a partial prediledlion to a preconceived 
opinion would adopt. Wonld thefis critics adn»it fock 
arguments tn fav9Uf of the:aathenticity of i.Jobn ▼• 7. ? 

2.-r*-The context re^fes a f^nfe,. which implies that 
the apofUe coofidered that all which he had juft called 
the holy fcripturcs were infpired. Antient coninientators, 
even thofe who have made ufe of the verfions which hare 
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eottfider the* opportunities aiid abiKf les of tbis 
apoftle, for judging in fuch a cafe ( to fay nothing of 

not thd and^ ftill confidcr the paflage as implying, that the 
whole fcripture was divinely infpired. So that fuppofing 
(what however is not admitted,') that the xai was not in 
the original, the fenfe is flill the fame. For the more 
clear elucidation of the fubjedt, let us read the >whoIe 
pafTage, as the/e objectors would render it. '' From a 
child thou haft known the holy fcriptures, which are 
ibie to make thee wise unto falvation, through faith 
which is in Ghrift Jefus*- All fcripttire ( or every 
writing) given by infpiration of God, is profitable for' 
d66lrioe, for reproof, for corredlion, foi* inlltu^ion iit 
righteottfnefs : that the man of Gk)d may be perfeAj 
fliofoughly 'ftirriiftred unto aH good w6rk3!" Now every 
oDe that rea^ this palTage - impartially, ai)d t:onfiders the 
con(lru6HoB of the fentcfnces corre^ly, muft, I apprehend, 
t4mit,nha€ the holy fcriptures, Mentloaed in the begiofning 
of the paragraph, are inchvded in the general obfervations 
' rrfpe^ng ' *• all fcripture %\rtn by inQHration ;** or that 
"•all fcfipture gtten by ii^fpiration," only alluded ti 
* the holy fcriptures" mentioned juft before. In either 
<Jafe the infference is clear, that the fcriptures of the 
Old TeftamcDt, which are all that were then called the 
holy fefiptures, Weite confidered by the apofHe as di- 
vinely infpired; and as anfwering to the charader he 
gives in thtf »6th verfe* It may be further obferved, 
that without the »«', the paAge may be tranflatedthus : 
" aR (or the whole) fcnpturc bciog dmncly infpired, 
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bis own infpiration,) hi& teftimony appears to be 
sin infurniountable argnmeot in favour of thofe 

h profitable," &c. " Omnis fcriptur*, divinitus infptrata, 
BtiKs eft," Sec. Latin Vulgate. 

3. — The fenfe is, however, more clear, and unequi- 
vocal, by the well fupported reading of the word km^ 
or anJ^ as given in our tranflation. This fenfe con- 
tains the reafon why the holy fcriptu res. were able to 
make Timothy wife unto falvation ; but fuppofing the 
meaning (imply to be, that all fcripture, which is divinely 
infpired, is profitable, &c. without any connexion with 
the preceding verfe, the pofkion would become an un« 
connefted truifm ; as no doubt could' be entettalhcd^ thar 
aW fcripture which was divinely inlpired, was thus 
profitable. Befides, this meaning would leave Timothy,, 
and ^vcry other reader, in uncertainty, which part of the 
fcripture was, and which was not infpired : it offers 
no rule to diftinguifh them. But had this been the 
apoflle*s meaning, there was a fair occafion, 4nd indeed 
a caU upon him, to offer fome means of dif}in(5tioi>. 

From all thefe conliderations, I am induced to belieye,. 
that the conftruflion given by our tratiflators, is fupport- 
able, by not only nearly all the Greek manufcripts, but 
by the jufl rules of criticifm ; and by every other reafon- 
abk confideration of which the fubjedl is capable. See 
this matter further difcufTed by Findlay, on the Infpiration 
of the Jcwifh Scriptures, in anfwer to Dr. Geddes. 

For the fake of fome of my readers, it may be proper 
to take notice of an objedtion, which has been made ffoni 
Robert Barclay, havings in his apology, quoted the 
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writings, concerning which he bore this tefti- 
mony. 

4. — Although the latter arguments are appli- 
cable only to the Old Teftament ^ yet the fir (I 
relates to both ; and it is presumed, that none 
but Jews, who acknowledge the infpiration of the 
Old Teftament, will deny it to the New. Thcj 
exception which the apoftle Paul makes, in an 
inftance or two, to his writing by commandment,, 
IS a proof of his writings at leaft being divinely in- 
f|)ired. 

After giving these reafons, I fhall proceed to 

pa£&ge without the and*, *^ All fcripture given by 
iDfpiration of God is profitable,. &c." In anfwer to 
this, it may be obferved, that Robert Barcby origioally- 
wrote aod pablifher* is apology in Latin,. and generally 
quoted the texts o: . :ipture from the Latin yulgate, of 
which this is a tranflattoa. Whether he preferred this 
rendering or not, yet, if we may judge from what he has 
written on the fcriptures, there is no reafon to believe, 
he doubted the infpiration of any part of them. Hb 
begins his Thelis on the Scriptures, thus : '^ From thefe 
revelations of the Spirit of God to the faints, have pro* 
ceeded the fcriptures of truth ;'' and this he applies ta 
the hiflorical, as well as to the prophetical, dodlrinal, 
and exhortatory parts of the Old and the New Tefta- 
ments. 

It is hoped that the importance of the fubjedl of this 
note, will excufe its length. To have incorporated it 
in. the body of the work, would not have been fo fuitable 
for many readers. 
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confider the principal objeAions to this in(piration, 
which I apprehend to be, 

I.— That ibme of the matters related, are of 
too trivial a nature to be the fubjeds of divine 
infpiration. 

2.^--That fome others appear fo inconfiftent 
with the nature of the Divine Being, as to render 
it altogether improbable, that he ever warranted 
what is there expre^d. 

With refpeA to the firft obje£bion, t believe 
we are by no means competent judges. The Old 
Teftament, to which this objection may be prin* 
cipally made, was not primarily written for us of 
the prefent day v but for a people who had many 
peculiar cuftoms and ceremonies, and to whom 
many things might be important, that to us may 
9{^ear of a trifling nature. Nor is it improbaUc» 
that mvch of what thefe obje£tors coniider as 
trifling, may to others of their contemporaries^ 
be both important and inAruAive. The pious 
auid humble mind will often derive inftruAion 
firom many of the works of divine Providence, 
which may be overlooked by the vain and 
faftidious as not worthy of their notice. 

The Second ob>e£tion, it is apprehended, meant 
principally to apply to thofe paflages in the Old 
Teilament, where the Almighty is reprefented as 
authoriiing the deftruAion of man by man. This 
is an objedion not only to the inrpiration, but to 
the truth of the fcriptures ; and, though it appears 
to be ^he ftrcmg hold of the enemies of the bible, 
it is by no means impregnable. It has, indeed, 
been often attacked and reduced •, but fuch is their 
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fondnefs for it, that they are eontinually rebuilding 
and reforting to it. 

In replying to this-objeftion, it may be proper, 
firft, to confider the command of God to Abraham, 
to offer up his fon Ifaac, which iias been much infift- 
cd on, as favouring human facrifices, and as an argu- 
ment againft the fcriptures. It (lands recorded as a 
trial of Abraham's faith : and as, after his full refig- 
nation,his hand was flayed from the performance of 
the aft ; I am at a lofs to conceive what inference 
tan be drawn from this circumftance, derogatory to 
the charafter^f the Divine Being ; or of thofe writ- 
ings which reprefent him as putting the righteous 
patriarch's love and obedience to this great trial. 
Had the facrifice been aftually made, the objeftion 
to it might have had more appearance of validity ; 
but as the cafe is reprefented, and no doubt rightly 
rcprefented, if appears to afford an afgument 
againfl, rather than for, human facrifices. The 
conduft of Abraham is mentioned, both in the 
Old and the New Teftament, with the moft mark- 
ed approbation ; and it has obtained for the 
obedient patriarch, the diffinguiflied charafter of 
** the friend of God."* 

The command given to the Ifraelites, to make 
war on the Canaanites, and to deffroy them, is 
an objeftion, which, it is difficult to conceive, how 
it can be ferioufly urged by thofe who confider war 
to be lawful, even under the Chriftian dispenfation. 
War is generally allowedto be one of thofe judg- 
ments, by which Divine Providence hath often 

* James ii. 23. 
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ifflifted a guilty nation 5 and, in the inftanccs 
on which the objection is founded, this appears 
to have been remarkably the cafe. They were 
indeed judgments which had been mercifully 
protrafted. Thus we read, that the pofleffion of 
the promifed . land by Abraham, or his poftcrity, 
was deferred for fevcral generations, becaufe ** the 
iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full ;'** 
although there is reafon to believe from this 
expreffion, as well as from other circumftances, 
that their fins were then very great. This is 
further elucidated by the command given to the 
IfraAtes, to abftain from many evil praftices (fome 
of therp of the groffeft kind,) of which the nations 
whom they were to expel, were guilty. Thefe 
Mofes plainly mentions as the caufe of their ex- 
pulfion ; warning the Ifraelites, at the fame time, 
againft iimilar condufl, which would produce fimi- 
lar judgments. ** Defile not ye yourfelves in any of 
thefe things ; for in all thefe things the nations are 
defiled, which I caft out before yOu. And the 
land is defiled ; therefore I do vifit the iniquity 
thereof upon it ; and the land itfelf vomiteth out 
her inhabitants. Ye fhall therefore keep my fta- 
tutes and my judgments, and fhall not commit any 
of thefe abominations ; that the land fpue not 
you out alfo, when ye defile it, as it fpucd out the 
nations that were before you.'*f 

This fubjeft is alfo placed^ in a clear and forcible 
point of view by the remonftrance of Mofes, as 
related in the ninth chapter of Deuteronomy ; 

• Gen. XV. 16. f Lev. xviii. 24. 
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whercy after cautioning the people againft any 
prefumptuous conceits of their own merits, he 
cxprefsly fays to them ; " Not for thy righteouf- 
nefs, or for the uprightnefs of thy heart, doft 
thou go to poilefs the land i but for the wicked* 
nefs of thefe nations, doth the Lord thy God 
drive them out before thee."* 

The cafe of Agag has alfo been brought for- 
ward to fupport the objeftion, which we have now 
under coniideration ^ but in this iiiflance we have 
again a caufe afligned for the judgment executed : 
'^ As thy fword hath made women childlefs, fo 
fhall thy mother be childlefs among wom|n."f 
From this expreiHon there is reafon to fuppofej 
that Agag had been remarkable for his violence 
and cruelty, which brought this judgment juftly 
upon him. 

It has been alleged, that thefe pretenfions to 
Divipe commands were only a cloak fo)r ambition 
and cruelty. But this cannot reajfonably be fup- 
pofed to be the cafe, when it is coniidered that 
thefe judgments .were not confined to the heathen 
nations ; but that flmilar ones were alfo threaten- 
ed and executed upon the Ifraelites themfelves. 
Although they were a people diftinguifhed by ma- 
ny peculiar favours, yet when they departed from 
the law and commandment of their God, and de- 
genei^ted into idolatry and wickednefs, they be- 
came the fubje£te of divine retribution. Thus 
the prophet Ifaiah expoftulates with them ? " Who 
^ave Jacob for a fpoil, and IfraeLto the robber ? 

* Deut. ix. 5* t 1 Sam. xv. 33. 
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Sid not the Lord, he againft whom we have fin- 
ned ? For they would not walk in his ways, nei* 
th<r were they obedient to his law ; therefore he 
bath poored upon him the fury of his anger, and 
the ftrcngth of battle*''* Even Moies their lead- 
er in thefe fuppofed fchemes of ambit ioni de- 
nounced, in the moft ample manner, the judg- 
ments which would be the con&qnence of tbeit 
difobedience to the law of their God. Se« hcf. 
xxvi. 14, Sec. Deut. xxviiL 15) &c. 

When we ccMsfider the peculiar huititlily and 
difintereftednefs of Mofes, in reJufing f6 b^' tai- 
led the Ton of Pharaoh's daughter, in the great 
reluAance with which he accepted the govern* 
ment of the Ifraelites; in preferring their for- 
givenefs and prefervation to his own aggrandise- 
ment, or that of his family ; and in the fingular 
liberality he manifefted, when Eldad and Medad 
were complained of for prophefying tn the camp ; 
when all thefe circumAanceSy . I fay, are confider* 
ed, there feems no ground whatever to fufpefk 
Moles of either ambition or cruelty : we perceive, 
on the contrary, the propriety of the diflingutfli^ 
ed charader given of him, by ibme pious tnmf* 
criber of the Pentateuch : ^* Now the man Mofes 
was very meek, above all the men which lived on 
the face of the earth/'f 

Thus we fee that the Lord's ways are equal ; 
and that thofe judgments upon the Csnaanhes 
were not theexercife of a oiprktousfeverity ; but 
adminiftered under circnmftances, whkh perfectly 

* Ifaiah xlii* 24. f Numb. xti. 3. 
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rocoQciie them to thofe. prinei[d^ of juftice and 
mercy, which we confider among the moft diit 
tingvifhed attributes of the Deity. And though, 
in many inftances, the innoceot may feem to fu£- 
fer equally with the guilty, yet this is no more 
than is generally the. cafe in other., public . calamtr 
ties. : even in thofe moft remarkable ones,.. the 
UAiyejffal deluge,; and the deftru^kion of Sodom 
and Qotnoijah, many innocetit children muft have 
fuffered with their guilty. .parents. .In coniideriog 
tbcfecafoS)- we ihould ever remeoiber, that what- 
ever public afflidions may be directed for the pun- 
ifhrnent of natioifis, it is in a future life, that the 
grand di(linAion is made between individuals ; 
jind that ** God will render to every man accords 
ing to his doeds/'* ... 

If fome.of tj»afe who, with myfelf,. co^ifider 
war altogelher' iiicoftfiftent with the Chriftian di{^ 
penfation, ihould argue fipm the unchangeableneis 
of thejlivinjc pature, .that^e. Almighty could not 
allow of, or enjoin pradltces in one age, which. are 
iaconfiftent in another.; it may and ought to be 
oftfervAd, th^, in bis difpen&ttons to n^nkind^ 
great variety .(/< evident ; and many things which 
wtre'lnot oal^r allowed, but commanded, in for* 
meit tuh^s, «and. under differtot circumftances, 
would now be improper. 

It; alfo. appears, that ^hen our bleffed Lord fet 
forth the pesioeabknefs of the gofpel difpenfation, 
he ihowedr that a x:Qntvary conduA had been more 
th^n pejrmitthi ip formm* times ; and unlefs we in- 

r . • * Romans iiL 6. 
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t€iid to controvert the propriety of the manner^ 
in which the Author of the Chriftian rdtgien 
propagated it^ we maft allow, chat there have 
been times, in which divers things were law- 
ful that are now unlawful ; and which admits the 
confiftency of the Jewiih wars with the Irvine wHL 
** Ye have heard that it hath been faid, an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; but I fay unto 
you, rcfift not evil." Again, "Ye have beard 
that it hath been faid, thou ihalt love thy neigh- 
bour,' and hate thine enemy ;* but I fay unto you, 
love your enemies," &c. Now, when we con*' 
fider the espreffions jnft xited, and . obferve the 
obvious difference they make betwixt the difpenfa* 
tions of the law and of the gofpel ; we may find 
abundant reafon to believe, that it was not incoa^* 
iiftent with the divine nature and will, to com- 
mand thofe things which are related refpeding.the 
wars of the Jews. 

If any credibility is due to the writings^of Mo« 
fes, and they have all the claim to credibility 
which writings of that antiquity well can have ; it 
is evident that thofe wars were commanded by the 
Almighty. And when we confider, that we have n^ 
lefs fupport for the authority of* Mofes than our 
Lord himfelf ; that he and his' apoftlcs always 
mention him with evident tokens of their confi- 

* The words ** bate thine enemy," do not appear in 
the Old Teftament; perhaps they were added by tbe 
fciibes as a gibfs ; boweTer, our Lord, by his recital, 
acknowledges them, as> not incoaCftent with the former 

difpenfation. 

C 2 
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dcfiag ham divinely. dire£led $ we muft, in* deny*- 
ing' the aathority of Mofes, alfo deny that of 
Chrift dnd:hisapoftleft. A confequence, from the 
idea i of whick every Ghriftian muft revolt* 
' Let us/, therefore, be content with that evi- 
dence of the* divine will which is afforded us ; and 
rather than impugn the former difpenfations of 
God to' mankind, be thankful to him for having 
introduced one fo much more excellent, in which 
** Glory to God in the higheft,"- is peculiarly 
united with '^ Peace on earth, and good will to 



men/' 



But :whilft:I have .been endeavouring to' remove 
thefe objedHons, I have regretted that there ihould 
bciany neceflity, thus to " juftify the ways of God 
to man,^ as recorded in holy writ ; and to endea- 
vour to^fupportthe caufe of that Omnipotent Be- 
ing, whofe prerogative alone it is, '^ that he giv- 
cth no account of any of his matters." He has, 
nc^ithil^ding, as far as < different circumAances 
will permit, condefcended to adapt his difpcnfations 
foivards mankind, to thofe principles of wifdom, 
}uftice, and mercy, which are the .rules of our 
condu^ towards each other. If, in fome indances, 
we Cannot perceive this confiftency, the infinite 
difparity betwixt the Divine Being and his creature 
man, might reaibnabiy induce us to expe£): difE-* 
culties of this kind ; and furely the wifdom, no 
more than the faith, of thofe is to be admired, 
who rejeft every thing' refpeAinjg an infinite Being, 
that does not comport with their :finite capacities. 
^c^Canft thou, by Searching, find out God ? Canft 
thou find out the Almighty to perfeAion ? It is as 
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high as heaven ; vhat canft thou do ? Deeper 
than hell 1 what canft thou know ? The meafure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than 
the Tea. If he cut off, and fhut up, and gather 
together, then who can hinder him ?"* 

But, in admitting the holy fcriptures to have^been 
communicated to us undAr Divine influence or in* ' 
fpiration, it is not neceflary to confider all that is . 
related in them, concerning even thofe whofe ge- 
neral conduct might entitle them to the character 
of good men, as intended for our imitation. In 
many inftances, indeed, their condudt is very pro- 
perly and impartially cenfured ; and this impartia- 
lity conftitutes one of the many excellencies of the 
Bible. But there are alfo circumftancek iimply re- 
lated, without any comment, which it is by no 
means requifite to confider as related with appro- 
bation, or authorizing a fimilar condu£): in us. A 
clofe and critical examination into the relation of 
fome of thefe cafes, would probably remove much 
of the impreffion which a {lighter confideration 
may have fometimes produced. .At any rate, nei- 
ther the facred hiftorian, nor that infpiration un- 
der which he is fuppofed to write, is chargeable 
with fuch circumftaiices. Here, however, we 
have again occafion for the exer<life of our grati- 
tude, in that it has pleafed Divine Providence to 
give us an exiftence under a difpenfation, which 
requires greater degrees of purity and uprightneis 
of conduA ; and which exceeds all former ones 
in the excellence of its morality, as well as in the 

* Jobxi. 7. 
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peculiar peaceablenefs of its principles, and the 
fpirituality of its worfliip. 

Great judgment is alfo neceiiary in applying 
the fcriptures to the fnpport of religious do^rines 
and obfervances. Thefe have been, 1 apprehend, 
fometimes adopted from what may be rather inci- 
dentally mentioned, than inculcated. In confider- 
ing the fcriptures, and eodeavouring to build fyf- 
tems upon them, it requires great care to diAin- 
guxfli thofe things which are univerfal and eflential, 
from fuch as are only of a temporary or local na- 
ture. For want of an attention of this kind, man;;^ 
unprofitable difputcs (to fay no worfe <rf them) 
have arifen among the profeilbrs of Chriftianity ; 
and much unneceflary flrefs laid on things which, 
the Chriflian religion does not enjoin or require. 

Highly however as thofe writings are to be va^ 
lued, and highly indeed we do efteem them, there 
is not only a poffibility, but a danger of placing 
too much dependence upon them, by preferring 
thrm to that Divine Spirit, or principle of light 
and life aftbrded to man, of which they teftify ; 
and concerning which I fliall treat in a fucceeding 
chapter. Thus the Jews in the days of our blefied 
Saviour's perfonal appearance on earth, paid great 
attention to the fcriptures ; and at the fame time 
did not believe in him, " of whom Mofes in the 
Jaw, and the prophets did write." On this ac- 
count our Lord reproves them in this manner : 
** Search (or, ye fearch) the fcriptures ; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life ; and they are 
they which teflify of me ; and ye will not come 
unto me, that ye might have life." Now it is 
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that, from which the fcriptures proceeded^ and to 
which they amply bear witncis as the meims of ial- 
vation, which we apprehend there is a danger of 
neglecting; and of dwelUng- upon the letter, with- 
out a proper regard to^he fpirit ; a danger againft 
which the fcriptures t^em&lvcs contain many falu- 
tary cautions. 

There js alfo a name by which the hply fcrip- 
tures are frequently diftinguifhed, which appears 
to be in divers refpe£b Exceptionable, namely. 
The Word of God. This is an appellation which 
is otherwife applied in thofe writings ; and it 
tends to create a confufion <if ideas, iunnecsflarily 
to denominate feveral fabje£ts by the fame name. 
Chrift is called. The Word of God-* The .terax 
f is alfo applied to thiait holy principle or fpirk, 
by which he, carrJea on the work of falvation in 
the hearts of true Chrifttans ; and frequently to 
the preaching of the gofpel i but by applying -it to 
the facred writings, a mifapplication of paiTages in 
them is frequently occafioned. That . thefe wri- 
tings contain the words of God,, we readily, ad- 
mit ; but we think it fafeft, as well as moft pro- 
per, to defignate them by that appellatipn, by 
which the apoAle has diftii^guifhed them ; and by 
way of priority to all other writings, to ftyle them^ 
The holy Scriptures^; concerning wh^ch w^ bejieve 
with Paul, that they were " given by infpiration 
of God ; and are profitable for doArine, . for rer 
proof, for corredion, for inftrudlion in righteouf» 

* Rer. xix. 13. 
t Heb. iv. 12, I P«t. i; 13. i Johnii. 14. 
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nefs ^ that the man of God may be perfeft, tho^ 
roughly furniihed unto all good works/'* 



• CHAFFER III. 

ON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

The Fall of Man and Promife of a Redeemer. — Di^Fc- 
rent Modes of Divine Communication to Mao. — ProC- 
peAs and Prophecies of the Gofpel Day. — Chrift comes 
amoog the Jews.-^— The - Benefits of his coming defiga» 
td to be univerfal. — Objedls of his coming recapitulat- 

: ed. — Chridtao Redemption a Work of Love.-— Divr- 
nity of Chrifty and of the Holy Spirit.— The Trinity. 
-*-Juftification.—- The Refarre^on.— Arguments and 
Evidences of Chriftiaaity.— The true and perfeA 
Cbciflian. 

JriAVING eftabliihed the truth and divine au- 
thority of the fcripturcs, we next proceed to the 
confideration of the moft important doftrines of 
theChriflian Religion. 

Man having, by difobedience to the divine com- 
mand) loft that ftate of innocence and purity m 
which he was originally created 5 and having there- 
by ftibjeAed himfelf and his offspring to fin and 
mifery ; it pleafed his gracious and merciful Crea- 
tor, in the riches of his love, early to point out, 
and to promife a Redeemer. This was done at the 

* a Tinu iii. 1 6. 
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tsery time when fenteoce was pronounced on our 
firll parents for their tranfgreffion ; for then their 
tempter and feducer received this judgment ; " I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman ; and 
between thy ibed and her feed ; it fhall bruife thj 
headj and thou fhalt brnife his heel.'** 

But notwuhftanding the promifc was thus ear- 
ly made, many ages c^apfed before it pleafed God 
completely to fulfil it : during which timCj how- 
ever, he did not leave mankind wholly to them- 
ielves ', but, by the miniftration of angels, by that 
holy Spirit which was more plentifully to be pour«. 
ed forth in the Chriftian difpenfation, and by other 
means, he communicated his will to the children 
of men : driving with and reproving the ungodly 
becaufe of their iniquities, as well as exhorting 
and comforting the righteous under thofe trials, 
ynto which this probationary ftate, and in fome 
inftances, the love and the fear of their God, 
rendered them liable. Typical offerings and fa* 
crifices for fin were alfo eftablifhed, in alluiion to 
that one offering, by which " he hath* qow per* 
fcAed for ever them that are fan£lified."f 

Among other fources of confolation, was the 
profpeA which was at times given to the patri- 
archs and prophets, of the day of Chrift, and of 
the excellence of his difpenfation ; concerning 
which we have many prediAions left upon record, / 
abundantly fetting forth thofe advantages which 
were defigned to mankind by him, whom we have 
reprefented to us as the Sent of the Father. By 

* Gea. ill. if. f Heb. x. 14. 
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thcfc prophecies, as well as by the types of the 
Mofaic law, the minds of many were gradually 
prepared for the reception of the proroifed Mef- 
flah 9 and many there appear to have been, who, 
with Simeon and Anna, " waited for the confola- 
tion of Ifrael, and looked for redemption in Je- 
mfalem,"* by the coming of him, who was pecu- 
liarly prophefied of, as ** a light to lighten the 
gentiles,** as well as for " the glory of his 

people Ifracl."ft 

Thus, ** when the fulnefs of the time was 
come, God fent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law,*'f from thofe ceremonious obferv- 
ances, which were defigned to be as a " School- 
mafter to bring them to Chrift.":): But the great 
objeft of Chrift's coming was by no means confin- 
ed to the Jewiih people ; amongft whom, and by 
whom, he fufiered that ignominious death, by 
which it hath pleafed God (and furely it ought to 
fufHce us, that it has thus pleafed him,) " to re- 
concile all things to himfelf.''§ 

The evangelical prophet, above fcven hundred 
years before our Saviour's perfonal appearance on 
earth, fpeaking in the name of the Almighty, de- 
clares, *^ It is a light thing, that thou fhouldeft 
be my fervant, to raife up the tribes of Jacob, 
I and to reftore the preferved of Ifrael : 1 will alfo 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayeft be my falvation unto the end of the 

* Luke ii. 25, 38. ft Ifa. xlii. 6. Luke ii. 32. 
f Gal. iv. 4. t Gal iii. 24. § Col. i. 20. 
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earth.*** Confonant with this gracious prcdiftioh, 

are thcfe declarations of the apoftle John, " In 

him was life ; and the life was the light of 

men." " That was the true light, which lighteth 

everym^n that cometh into the world f ." " He 

is the propitiation for our iins ; and not for ours 

only, but alio for the fins of the whole world/'J 

Mapy are the prophecies concerning the univerfal 

extent of the benefits of Chrifl's coming, the 

accomplifhment of which is fully borne witneis 

to, by the writers of the New Teftamcnt. This 

is particularly and frequently done by Paul, who, 

being, in an efpecial manner, the apoftle of the 

Gentiles, has abundantly fet forth, **that the 

Gentiles fhould be fellow^heirs, and of the fame 

body, and partakers of the promife in Chrift Jefus 

by the gofpel "§ Thus was broken down that 

partition wall, which formerly exlfted between 

Jews and Gentiles ; all were united in one common 

caufe 'y and all ha*d an equal intereft in him, with 

whom " there is neither Greek nor Jew ; circum- 

cifion nor uncircumcifion ; barbarian, Scythian, 

bond nor free ; male nor female ; but Chrift is 

all, and in all ; and all are one in Chrift.'*|| 

From what has already been expreiled, it appears 

evident, that the love of God, in fending his 

Son into the worlds was not limited to any p^rt 

of it} but that the benefits were defigned to 

extend as far as the eflFefts of Adam's tranfgret- 

fion. Thus the apoftle, fpeaking of the refurrec- 

D 

* Ifa. iHx. 6. f John i. 4. 9. J i John ii, 2. 

I Ephcs. iii, 6, H Col. iii. 1 1. Gal. iii. 28. 
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tion of the dead, argues, that ^' as in Adam all 
die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive." f 
It affords one of the moft encouraging coniidera-* 
tions^ that thefe benefits are thus unlimited ; and 
that, through the propitiatory facrifice of our 
blefled Redeemer ; and by that Spirit, the more 
plentiful effufion of which he hath purch^fed for 
mankind ; the advantages refulting from his death 
may be received, even by thcfe, whofe fituation 
may deprive them of the opportunity of an exter- 
nal knowledge of the truths of the gofpel. 

Unlefs we admit this, we (hall greatly contrad 
the benefits of Chrift's coming. He *' tafted 
death for every man."* His " light lighteth 
every man, that cometh into the world.f*' And, 
although the outward knowledge of thefe gofpel 
truths may be withheld from many, yet their 
operation is not therefore necelTarily fruftrated. 
How many partake of favours of which they cannot 
trace the caufe ! He, who is nof willing that any 
fhould perifh, has doubtlefs provided means by 
which this ftate of perdition may be avoided, even 
by thofe to whom his providence has not afforded 
opportunities to obtain an hiftorical knowledge 
of the truths of Chriftianity. Thofe, however, 
who are in poiTeflion of this knowledge, cannot 
be too thankful for it ; in that they are enabled 
to draw nigh unto fiod with more full alTurance 
of faith ; and, confiding in their blefTed Redeemer, 
are encouraged, under their various conflicts and 
exercifes^ to. look unto him who is " touched with 

f I Cor. XV. 22. * Heb. ii. 9. % John i. 9. 
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the feeling of our infirmities/' f and '^ is able to 
fuccour thofe that are tempted." :|: 

The Chriftian religion then teaches, as has 
been obferved, that oiir firft parents having finned, 
and loft the divine image, the fallen nature became 
fo predominant, that it was by them transferred 
to their offspring : but in order that man might 
be reftored to favour, and to a ftate of purity, it 
pleafed the Almighty to promife and fend a Re- 
deemer, whofe facrifice of himfelf he faw meet to 
accept, as the means of reconciliation and forgive- 
nefs of fins ; hereby putting an end to all thofe 
facrifices, which, from the fall, or very foon after, to 
the time when Chrift thus offered up himfelf, 
had been adopted as the means of obtaining accept- 
ance with God. And, although we cannot trace 
this praAice to a divine command, earlier than 
the time of Mofes ; yet the univerfal adoption of 
it by the religious of all ages, is a fbrong implication 
that it was of divine origin, inftituted in reference 
to that " one ofiering, by which God hath perfect* 
ed for ever them that are fanctified*.*' 

Thus,, the chief objeAs of the coming of Chrift^ 
evidently appear to have been, firft by the facrifice 
of himfelf, to make atonement to God for us, 
and to become the mediator between God and man. 
Secondly, by the fandtifying operation of the 
holy Spirit, ^* to*finifh tranfgreffion, and to make 
an end of fins, and to bring in everlafting righteous- 
nefs$.'' And thirdly, by putting an end to the 

m 

f Heb. ir. 15. % Heb. ii. 18. * Heb. x. 14* 
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legal difpenfation, aod, as the apoftle exprefles 
it, ** blotting out the hand writing of ordinances 
that was againf^ us f /' to lead mankind to a more 
pure and fpiritual worfliip of the divine Being. 

It alfo appears, that the Chridian redemption 
>s throughout a work of love. ** God fo loved th« 
world, that he gave bis only begotten Son, that 
whofoever believeth in him (hould not perifli, but 
have everlafting life %" In this point of view, wc 
contemplate this interefting and important fubjeft j 
and not as the effedl of implacable wrath, as fome 
reprefent it. Chrift was and is the gift of God. 
Thus the holy Icriptures reprefent the fubjeft to 
us ; and furely, the greater the gift, the greater 
the love. " God commendeth his love towards 
tis, in that, while we were yet finners, Chrift died 
for us§/' He co-operated with the Father in this 
gracious defign ; and though he was of the {^fne. 
divine nature, he condefcended to take upon him 
our human nature, and ^^ was made flefh, and 
dwelt among us ||,*' until he had by his life, and 
by his death, as man, completed the work that was 
given him to do ; after which he afcended to that 
glory, which he had with the Father before the 
world began. 

Here we are led- to confider the divinity of our 
bleffed Saviour, in which we, as a people, do moft 
furely believe : but as every thing relating to the 
divine Being, that is not exprefsly revealed, is faff 
above the reach of human comprehenilon, we are 

\ Col. i*i. 14* t John ill. i6. § Rom. r. %s 

U- John L. 14^ 
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defirous of avoiding all such particular difquiiitions 
as lead beyond the clear expreffion of holy writ* 
We can indeed fay on this, as on every other 
occaiion, that we believe all that the fcriptures 
have fpoken and inculcated : we believe that the 
evangeliO: was clearly fpeaking of Jefus Chrift,. 
and of his divinity or godhead, when he faid^ 
" In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The fame 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men*." " And the Word 
was made flefh and dwelt among us f .'' Here we 
have a clear and full teftimony both to4he divinity 
and the humanity of Chrift ; and w« have, ever 
fince we were a people, borne teftimony to this- 
fcripture doftrine. 

We likewife believe in the divinity of the Holy 
Spirit, which is frequently united in fcripture with 
the Father and with the Son ; and whofe o&ce, 
in the inftruftion and falvation of mankind, is 
fet forth in divers paiTages of holy writ. See 
Matt, xxviii. 19. John xv. 26. AAs xxviii.. 25. < 
Heb. ix. 14. 

This belief in the divinity of the Father, the Son,, 
and the Holy Spirit, induced fome of the teachers 
in the Chrifiian church, about three hundred years > 
after Chrift, to form a doctrine, to which they gave 
the name of Trinity ; but in our writings, we feldom 
make ufe of this term, thinking it beft on fuch a- 

D2 
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fubjeft to keep to fcriptural exprelHons, and trr 
avoid thofe difputes which have fince perplexed 
the Chriftian world, and led into fpeculations 
beyond the power of human abilities to decide. 
If we confider that we ourfelves are compofed of 
a union of body, foul and fpirit, and yet cannot 
dietermine how even thcfe are united ; how much 
lefi niay we expeft pcrfe£l clearnefs on a fubjc£f, 
fo far above our finite eomprchetifion, as that of 
the divine nature. 

After exprcffing our fentiments on what is call- 
ed the Trinity, it may not be improper to explain 
©ur views of the doftrine of juflification ; concern- 
ing which fo much diverfity of fentiment prevails, 
fome imputing it wholly to faith, and others prin^ 
cipally, if not wholly, to works. 

So far as remilfion- of fins, and a capacity to 
receive falvation, are parts of juftification, we 
attribute it to the focrifice of Chrift •, " in whom 
we have reden^ption through his blood, the fon- 
giveness of fins, according to the riches of his 
grace*.'* But when we confider juftification as 2 
flate of divine favour and acceptance, we afcribc 
it, not fimply either to faith or works, but to the 
fanctifying operation of the Spirit of Chrift, from 
which living faith and acceptable works alone 
proceed 5 and by which we may come to know, 
tha't the Spirit itlelf beareth witnefs with our 
fpirits, that we are the children of God f." 

In attributing our juftification, through the 
grace of God in Chrift Jefus, to the operation of 

* Eph. i. 7* t Jlom.viii* 16.. 
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the Holy Spirit, which fandlifies the heart, and 
produces the work of regeneration, we are fupport- 
cd by the teftimony of the apoftle Paul, who 
fays : " Not by works of righteoufnefs which we 
have done, but of his mercy he faved us, by the 
wafliing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft V Again, ** But ye are wafhed, but ye 
are fanctified, but ye are juilified, in the name of 
the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God f.*' 

The dodtrine of the refurrcftion of the dead 
is fo connected with the Chriftian religion, that 
it will be alfo proper to fay fomething on this 
fubjedl. In explaining our belief of this do6trine, 
we refer to the xv. chapter of the ift. Epiftle to 
the Corinthians. In this chapter is clearly laid 
down the refurreAion of a body, though not of 
the fame body that dies. ** There are celeftial 
bodies, and there are bodies terreftrial ; but the 
glory of the celeftial is one, and the glory of the 
tcrreftriaJ is another. — So alfo is the refurreftion 
of the dead, — It is fown a natural body, it is raifed 
a fpiritual body : there is a natural body, and there 
is a fpiritual body.— Now this I fay, brethren, that 
flefli and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruptionj." 
Here we reft our belief in this " myftery,'' without 
deiiring to pry into it beyond what is revealed to 
us ; remembering, that ** fecret things belong unto 
the Lord our God ; but thofe things which are 
reveafed, belong unto us and to our children^*" 

*Titu8 ill. 5. t * Cor. vi. u. J i Cor. XT. 40^ 
42, 44, JO. § Deut. xxix. 29. 
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Many are the arguments and evidences which 
might be brought forward in favour of the ChriC- 
tian religion ; but none appears to me more forci- 
bki than the pufity of that morality which is 
inculcated by it ; and which is moft efieftually 
adapted to the promotion of the happinefs of 
jnankind in this world, as well as in that which is 
to come. A juft teft of principles, as well as of 
men, was laid down by our Saviour in thefe words : 
" By their fruits ye fhall know them*." It is the 
conduft to which principles lead, by which we are 
to judge of their rectitude ; rather than by the 
aAions of men, who may profefs thefe principles^ 
but whofe weaknefs may often caufe a violation of 
them. Now to apply this teft to Chrift and his 
religion ; let us firft attend to that angelic fong, 
with which his birth was introduced into the 
world ; *' Glory to God in the higheft, and on 
earth peace ; good will towards menf -,- ' next, let 
us. confider how his precepts and his example 
correfponded with it. Read that moft excellent 
fermon on the mount ; look at the example he has 
left us, under all the temptations and trials which,, 
for our fakes, were permitted to aifail him. With 
what firmnefs did he reprove the vices and hypo« 
crify of the Jews ! With what meeknefs did he 
bear thcur infults and perfecutions ! Truly, indeed, 
was it foretold of him ; ^^ He is brought as a lanib 
to the flaughter ; and as a Iheep before her 
fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his moHth. :):•'' 
And when this people had executed upon him all 

* Matt. vii. 20. f Luke ii. 14. % Ifa. liii. 7. 
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that their malice could devife, he, confiftently With 
the precepts which he had inculcated, in« return 
for all their injuries, put up this moft affecting 
prayer i ", -Father ! forgive them ; they know not 
what they do %/* 

But this example and thefe precepts were not 
confined to our holy head and high prieft. In 
that part of conduiEl .which is the moft diiEcult 
for human nature, the forgivenefs of injuries, we 
find the proto-martyr, Stephen, followed his Lord's 
example ; and, when expiring under the cruelties 
of the fame people, thus poured out his foul unto 
God : " Lord ! lay not this fin to their charge*." 
What other religion is there, that inculcates a con- 
duA like this ! that teaches not only to forgive 
injuries, but even to pray for thofe that are the 
.caufe of them ! Precepts which alone give a 
decided preference to Chriftianity, above all other 
religions in the world. 

Let us next look into thofe -epiftles, which the 
apoftles addreiled to the Chriftian converts, both 
among the Jews and Gentiles ; and there we fhall 
again find, in addition to the do£lrinal part of 
Chriftianity, fuch a fpirit of pure morality and 
true love, fo uniformly inculcated, and the duties 
of ev^y ftation in life taught with fo much 
fimplicity and energy, as to render the reading of 
them at once pleafing and inftrudllve ; and fuch 
as unavoidably obtain the affent of our judgment, 
however remote from them our praAice may 
frequently be. The following extraft from the 

% XrfUke xxiii« 34. * A6ls vii. 60% 
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Epiftle to the Romans is brought forward^ not be*- 
caufe it contains matter fuperior to many other 
parts of the epiftles ; but becaufe of the concifenefs, 
the fimplicity^ and the energy, with which the 
important precepts are conveyed. " Let love be 
without diffimulation. Abhor that which is evil ; 
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affection- 
ed one to another with brotherly love ; in honour 
preferring one another ; not flothful in buiineis ; 
fervent in fpirit ; ferving the Lord y rejoicing in 
hope ; patient in tribulation i continuing inftant 
in prayer ; diftributing to the neceflities of the 
faints ; given to hofpitality. Blefs them which 
perfecute you : blefs and curfc not. Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep, with them that 
weep. Be of the fame mind one towards another.. 
Mind not high things, but condefcend to men of 
low eftate. Be not wife in your own conceits. 
Recompence to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honeft in the £ght of all men. If it be 
poffible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men f ." — " Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good J.'* 

It may not be nec^flary t a enter much into thofb 
arguments, which the miracles performed by 
Chrift and his apoftles, afford for the trutfi of the 
Chriftian religion : if what is advanced in favour 
of the truth and credibility of the holy fcriptures, 
be admitted, thefe arguments muft unavoidably 
flrike every coniiderate and impartial mind with 
irrefiftible force. It may, however, be proper to 

« 
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obferve, tbat the credibility of thefe accounts^ fo 
far at leaft as they relate to our blefl[ed Saviour, 
receives great additional force, by being confirmed 
in many parts, by four different teftimonies, whofe 
diftinA concurring evidence affords no fmall 
confirmation of the truth of their relations : this 
confirmation is rather Mncreafed than leflened, by 
the flight variations which fometimes appear ; for, 
by thefe variations, no fufpicion can reafonably 
be fixed of a preconcerted defign to impofe upon 
the world. Two of the evangelifts at leaft were 
witnefies of what they wrote ; a third tells us, that 
he was one of thofe who received information from 
fuch, as, from the beginning, were eye-witneflcs 
and minifters of the word ; and the fourth is 
fuppofed to have written when in company with 
the apoftle Peter, and to have received his infor- 
mation and inftruftion from him. To thefe rela- 
tions of the evangelifts, the following declaration 
and teftimony of Peter afford additional confirma- 
tion : " We have not followed cunningly devifed 
fables, when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, btt were 
cye-witnefles of his Majefty ; for be received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when there 
came fuch a voice from the excellent glory : This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed*/* 

In whatever point of view, therefore, we confi- 
der the Chriftian religion, it^ exhibits to us a plan 
and defign worthy of our great and gracious 
Creator j and fo well adapted to the ftate of the 

* 2 Peter i. 16, 17. 
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human hearty that nothing appears to be wanting^ 
but the acceptance of the terms on which it js 
offered. Yet the condition on which only we can 
be true Chriftians, requiring us to deny ourfelves, 
and take up a daily crofs to our evil propenfities, 
this do£h-ine and that foundation on which it is 
built, are now, as formerly, to fome a ftumbling 
block, and to others, fooliOinefs. It is indeed to 
be feared, that many who adopt the Chriftian 
religion in theory, are but little acquainted with 
it in praftice. True Chriftianity is more adapted^ 
to the hqart, than to the head : it is not fb much 
a fyftem of do£trines, as It is the power of God 
unto falvation. Neverthelefs, it neceflarily in- 
cludes do£b*ines ; but then it requires an union 
of the fpirit with the letter ; of faith and of works ; 
of the power and of the form of godlinefs. To 
unite thefe in our hearts, and in our adtions, is 
what appears to me to conftitute the true andperfe<5l 
Chriftian. . 
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/ CHAPTER IV. 

. ON THE INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT, 

The Gift of the Spirit an Effential of diriftianity. — 

Different Names for the Spirit. — Neceifity of its Affift- 

,• ance. — ^UniverfalJy afforded and in all Ages, bat moft- 

' plentifully in the Gofpel. — Unconditional Ele^on and 

* Reprobation difowned and di/proved. 

In the preceding chapterj the gift of the Holy 
Spirit has been confidcred as ah eilcntial part of 
true Chriftianity; but as it Is a do^ine on which we 
infift*, more than other profeflbrs of the Chriftian 

* The word " infift," is here ufed, becaufe It is not a 
doflrine peculiar to us, but only one on which we lay more 
ftrefs than moft other ChrifHans. The church of En- 
gland holds the dodlrine much as we do, as may be feen 
in the liturgy, from which are extraded the two follow- 
ing collets, and to which others of a Cmilar tendency 
might be added. ** The fifth Sunday after Eafter." — 
<' O Lord, from whom all good things do come, grant 
to us, thy humble fervants, that by thy holy infpireUion^ 
we may think thofe things that be good ; and By thy merci" 
Jul guiding may perform the fame, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, AmenP « The 19th Sunday after Trini- 
ty." — " b God, forasmuch as without thee we are unable 
to pleafe thee $ mercifully grant that thy holy Spirit may in 
all things direQ and rule our hearts^ through, 8cc.** See 
alfo Koax's Chriftian Philofophy* 

E- 
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name, I have apprehended it proper to appropriate 
a chapter to this fubjef): ^ and, for that reafooy 
have faid le(s upon it, than I ihould otherwife 
have done^ when treating of the general do£h*iBe6 
of Chriftianity. 

There are different names in the fcriptures, 
hf which this Spirit is denominated. It is not onljr 
called the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God, and 
of Chrift ; but it is alfo diftinguiih^d with great 
propriety by the appellation of *^ the Grace of 
God* ; as being a mark of his peculiar favour 
to mankind. Anbther appropriate denomination 
is ** Light, *' by which are evinced its effefts, in 
manifefting what is good and what is evil. *' For 
whatfoever doth make manifeft is Light f ." Other 
names might be enumerated by which the fame 
thing is diftinguiflied \ but thde may be fufficlent 
to convey a clear idea of what I have in view. 

The holy fcriptures fo frequently make men-, 
tion of this divine influence; and enforce it with 
fb much energy, that there is no dofbine derived 
from thefe writings, on which they appear to be 
more clear and explicit, .and to afford lefs room 
for objeAion and contraverfy. 

In confidering this fiibjed, it may be proper 
to advance and fupport the following pofitions. 

* In feme inftances, the word grace id icripture fimply 
means favour ; but in otbeirs, it evidently implies an in-- 
ward operative principle, and is fynonymous with the 
Holy Spirit. See Cruden's and Taylor's Concordances 
under " Grace." 

f Ephes. V. 13. 
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li-^Thc neceffity of the afliftance of the Holy 
Spirit, for underftanding the things, and for work*^ 
kig the woti:s, of God. 

2. — That fiich portion of this Sph-it, as is necefc 
ftry for working out the foul's falvation, is afforded t 
to mankind nniverfally. 

With regard to the firft portion, the apoftle 
Paul argues the cafe fo forcibly, and with fuch 
logical clearnefs) that I fhall quote his word^,^ 
both as the beft arguments and the beft authority, 
diat can be adduced on the occafion. ^* Whaft 
man (£iith he) knoweth the things of a man, (ave 
the fpirit of man which is in him ? cvea fo the 
things of God knoweth no msm, but the S[Mrk 
of God*.** After which he proceeds thus : ** Now 
we have received, not the fpirit of the world, but 
&c Spirit uriiich is of God j^hat we might -know 
the things that are freely given to us of God: which' 
things alfo we fpeak, not in the words which 
man's wifdom teacheth, but which .the Holy 
Ghc^ teacheth ; comparing fpiritual things with 
ipiritual. But the natural mair receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fooliih- 
sefsunto him^^ neither can he know them, becaufe 
they are fpiritually. dlfcemedf Z*^^ ' ^ 

In the Epiftle to the Romans, 'the apoftle alfo 
fhows die neceffity of the affiftance of the Spirit, 
laying ezprefiiiy : '^ If any man have not the 
Spirit of Chrtft, he is none c^ his — for as many as 
ase led by the Spirit of God-, they are the fons of 
God : for ye have not received the fpirit of bondage 
again to fear, but ye have received the fpirit of 

*' I. Con^ii. II. t " Cor. ii. lato 14. 
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adoption, whereby we cry, Abba> Father. The 
Spirit itfelf beaceth witnefs with our fpirit, that 
we are the children of God. — Likewife, the Spirit 
^Ifo helpeth our infirmities : for we know not 
what we fheuld pray for as we ought ^ but the 
Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us, with groaa- 
ings which cannot be uttered f .'' 

From thefb paflages, and from many others 
which might be adduced, it appears clearly, that 
the influence of the Holy Spirit is neceflary for 
the performance of thofe duties, which make us 
truly acceptable unto God. It is by our humble 
attention to this Spirit, that >we are inftrufted in 
Chefe duties, and- enabled to perform them % 
and, by abiding under its purifying influences^ 
we are gradually created anew in CbriA JeAis unfee- 
good works. By this Spirit we are alfo inftruAed 
in the great and folemn duty of prayer ; ** Praying 
always with all prayer and fupplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perfever^ 
ance**'' It is likewife by this Spirit, that thoie 
who ace called to the facred office of gofpel miniftry^ 
are '* made able minifteFs of the New Teftament ; 
not of the letter, but of the Spirit ; for the letter 
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life %/' 

In addition to thefe dear and forcible . declara- 
tions, it may be proper to remark, that they arft 
grounded on fuch arguments, as e^rince them not 
to be confined to the times ef the apoftles, op 
primitive Chriftians ; but being adapted to the 

f Rom* Tiii.. 9, 'i4» 15, 16, 26. * Ephes*. vi«. i8.. 

% a Cor. iii*. 6» 
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wekkneis of ihan> they may reafenably be fuppofV 
^ to laft as long as that weaknefs remains : aod^ 
vnlefs it can be proved^hat^ fince thofe times,- 
mankind have received Yuch an extraordinary^ 
acceffion of natural powers, as makes religion and 
virtue more eafily attained than formerly, we 
fhould thankfully fubmit to be inftmfted andr 
affifted by the £ime fupernatural means, that the 
hblj fcriptiires fe ftrongly recommend, as eflential 
to the performance of tho(e religious duties which- 
we owe to our great Creator, aiid to our merciful 
Redeemer. 

We come now to the fecond poiition, viz. tha^ 
iuch a poition of the Holy^ Spirit, as is neceflarj^ 
for working ouH the foul's falvation, is afforded to 
mankind' uiiiveWally. . 

It has^ already been ihonrn, that there are 
different names by which this Spirii^lb ^)ft^°gu^^'' 
ed. We apprehend it to be a degree ofthe famr, 
which the apoftle alluded to« when, writing to 
the Romans refpcAing the ftate of ihe Gentile 
world, he fays, " For when "the tientiles, which- 
have not the law, do by natureithe things contain- 
ed in the law ; thefe having not the law, are a 
law to themfelves, which (how the work of : the- 
law written in their hearts ; their confciences alfo 
bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the nteanwhile 
accufing, or elfe excuiing one another*/' 

We alfo find that the Spirit of God ftrove witb 
the antediluvian world, refpcAing which the 
Almighty gave this declaration j '^ My Spirit 

V 

* RoQi. ii. 14 and 15. 

/' E 2 
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AaU not always &mc wkh mant*" Concermiig 
tine . Jews in tbc Mofiiic difpen&tion, Nefaeitiiah 
Qiquneffes bimfislf thus in his. prayer : ** Tbm 
gaveft alfo tky good Spirit to infeiiS: them j:.'* 
And by Ifaiah it is fiod^ ^^ They Rebelled and vexed 
his Holy Spa*it ; dierefore he was turned to be 
their enemy ^." 

Thus we tee m evo'y age and fiare el the worlds 
Aere has been a fecret principle at work in thU 
minds of men, which formed the bafis of all true 
celtgion, and by inattention aiad diibbedience its 
which, they fell into thofe enormities that produc-^ 
td the jitft judgments of an ofiended God. We 
believe that this divine principle is, as has already 
been . intimated, the fame with that which the 
evangelift joha calls " the true Light, whichf 
li^teth every man that cometii into the wodd'* ;'' 
that it is the gofpel which Paul fays, ^' was preach- 
ed to- (or in H ) every creature which is under 
heaven :|:j: ;" and that it is what he elfewhere 
ftyles " the Gr^e of Godj which bringeth ialvah- 
tlon, and has a^pea^d unto ail men."||8 

But, although this divine {Manciple has always 
been, in degree, afibrded to mankind $ yet it was^ 
by the gofpel dispenfation, that not only life and 
immortality wece brought to light ; but that the 
Holy Spirit was more plentifbUy poured forth, 
and became, as it were, the leading feature of that^- 
vdig^on, which our biefled Redeemer hasintroduc- 

f Geo. vi. 3. j: Neb. ix. 20.. f Ifa» Ixiii. 10* 

* John i. 9. B The Greek ig « l» r^ ^ »>•/.'* 

tt Col. L as. ' HJI Tit. ii. IK 
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fd into the world. With this view of the fnbje^ 
I apprehend^ the evangelift exprefles^ himfitf 
thus : *^ The H0I7 Ghoft was not jict given, be-» 
£3Bi£s that JeAas was not yet glorified I|.'' And ia 
a2K)ther place ; *^ The law was given by Mo&s- 1 
hot Grace and Truth came by Jefbs Chrift f /^ 
Of this Grace the apoftle Paul, in particular, ire^r 
qoently ^aks in his epiftles i but xno& fully m 
tjiat to Titus, in the pafiage juft referred to ; this 
pafla^ it may be proper here to give at hrge. 
^' The Graee of Gpd that bringe*th falvation, hatii 
appeared to ail men ; teaching us, that denying 
ungodlinefs and worldly lufis, we (hould li¥« 
ibberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prelcm 
world ; looking for that blefled hop^, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift ; who gaye himfelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
]wrify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works*.'' This is a text to which we often 
refer, as defcribing the efience of the Chriftiaa 
religion ; and conveying, in the cleareft m^mer^ 
our belief in the quality^ the univerfaltty, and the 
tScEts of that gift of divine Grace, to which the 
apoftle bears^ this ample teftimony ; and wjiiich^ 
we here fee, co-operates with that great objeA, for 
which the Son of God was manifefted in the 
flefli. This obje6l:, according to the teftimony^ 
«f miother apoftle, was, •* To deftroy the works- 

II Johnvii. J9« t John i. 17* * 

* Titus 21.^ II to 14. 
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of the devilf ^^ the principle of which, it iciairceliF 
need be faid, is fin. & 

But to return to the preceding paflage in Titus^ 
There, are three inferences evidently refulting 
from it* I . — ^That this Grace is of that quality^ 
which prodoceth falvation. 2. — That it is univer- 
fal : not confined to a part of mankind ; but ex- 
tended *' to all men.'' ^< — That its inftruftions 
are Aich as invariably lead to the praAice of piety 
and virtue. The firft and third of thefe inferences 
wilU it is prefumed, be generally, if not univerfally 
aeceded to : but the fecond, though equally 
deducible from the apoftle's words, fome may 
endeavour to explain away ; and to reconcile with 
shofe ideitt of unconditional election and reproba.* 
tion, which they have entertained ^ and on which 
it may be proper, in this place> to make a few 
remarks. 

This doArine aflerts, that the Almighty has 
irrevocably decreed a certain number of human 
beings to everlafting happineis ; and that the reft 
are as certainly . doomed to the commifiion of fin^ 
and its confequence, eternal mlfery. That this 
is no exaggerated defcription, will appear from 
the quotations given in the margin*, from the 

f 1 Joho iii. 8. 
* ^* 1 fay, tbat by the ordinatioo and will of God^ 
Adam fell, God would have man to fall.- We refer- the 
caufes of hardening us to God." Caivin. ** God hath 
predeftinated not only unto damnation, but alfo'unto the 
caufes of it, whomfeever he faw meet.^ Bexa, ** It is the 
ojnnion of oar doctors, that God did inevitably decree 
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Kv^kiiigs of the advocates of this doffrine ; and I 
fliould think, that to defcribe It, was enough to 
refute it, had we not in many other inftances, as 
well as in this, occafion to obferve, in how different 
a point of view diflFerent men fee the fame fubjeft. 
That the holy fcriptures, thofe faithful records 
both of the jnftice and mercy of God, fliould 
be preiled to the fupport of fuch a fentiment^ is 
matter of furprize. I am aware that fome parts 
of the fctiptures, taken without their context, may 
be fuppofed to incline to this fentiment f . This 
is particularly the cafe in the epiftle to the Ro- 

the temptation and fall of man.'*^^ Faraus* " God v 
moyeth the robber to kill. He killeth, God forcing hira 
tbereontd/' ZmngUuu >* Reprobate perfoos ( faith 
Phcator] are abfolutely ordained to this two- fold end : 
to undergo eTeriafting punifhment, and neceflarily to (Tn ; 
and therefore to fin, that they may be juQly punifhed.^'' 

f It is worthy of remark, that ieveral pailages in our 
Englifh tranflation, which feem lo favour this dodrine, 
are capable of a different rendering. For inflance, in Ads 
c. ii. 23. where it is tranHated,. *^ Him being delivered 
by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God,^ 
Ice. the Greek word, iK^trcv rendered, delivered^ may with 
equal, or more propriety be tranflated,^/wii ybr/i^; then 
the pafTage may be read thus : " Him, who was given 
forth by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and with wicked hands have cra- 
cified and flain.'' Another Greek word is ufed in eveiy 
pafTage that is rendered, delivered. Adts iv. 27. and 
1 Feteriii. 8. arc alio capable of beiqgdif&rQntlytranflatedr 
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mans, in which the apoftle is fetting forth the 
call of the Gentiles, and the temporary reje^on^ 
of the Jews $ jaftifying, with great energy, the' 
power and the wifdom^ the goodne& and the 
ieverity, of God in this refpe£t ; but that he meant 
thereby to inculcate, that the Almighty, perfonally 
and unconditionally, eledled'individuats to a ftate 
of future happinefs, and decreed others to a ftate 
of mifery, is what I think ho fair conftru£Uo& * 
of the epiftle will warrant. On the contrary, . 
after fhowing and enforcing the right of the Al» 
inighty, to make ufe of individual^ or of nationsj^ 
for carrying on his'^grcat and unfearchable de« 
iigns ; the apoftle fets forth, even with refpeA to 
the- Gentiles, the call of whom it was peculiarly 
his object to juftify, that their continuance in divine 
favour depended upon the^ ft^eadfaftnefi of th«r: 
faith and faithfubiefs to him, who had ^' called 
them out of darki>ef$ into his marvellous light^ ;" 
and ^' made them partakers of his promife in 
Cbrift Jcfus f/' 

The following quotation from that part of the 
epiftle, in which the apoftle may be faid to (um 
up his arguments, will tend to fet the- fubjeA in a 
clear light : '* For I fpeak to you Gentiles ; inas- 
much as I am the apoftle of the Gentiles, I magnify 
mine office. — If fome of the branches be broken 
oS^ and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted 
in among them ; and with them partakeft of the 
root and fatnefs of the olive tree \ boaft not againft 
the branches ; but if thou boaft [remember]] thou 

♦ L Pet. ii. 9. t Ephts. tii.. 6* 
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beareft not the root, but the root thee. Thou 
wUt fay tfaen^ the branches were broken off, that 
I might be ^I'affed in. Well, becairfc of unbelief 
they were broken off, and thou ftandeft by faith ; 
be not high minded, but fear ; for if God fpared 
not the natural branches, take heed left he alfo 
'^re not thee. Behold therefore the goodnefs 
and fevcrity of God^ on them which fen, fcverity ; 
but towards thee, goodnefs, if thou continue in 
his goodnefs ; otherwife, thou alfo fhalt be cut 
off. And they aUb, if they abide not ftill in un- 
belief, Ihall be graffi^d in ; for God is able to graff 
them an again.*'* 

Here we fee no unconditional ele£lion or re- 
probation ; but a doftrine which perfeftfy comports 
with the declaration of the Almighty about fix 
hundred years before, when, after (ending the 
prophet Jeremiah to the potter's houfe, to inftru£l 
htm at once in the divine- power and mercy, he 
lent a mefiage by him to the houfe of Ifrael, in 
this memorable language : '^ O Houfe of lirael ! 
Cannot I do with you as this potter, faith the 
Lord ? Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, 
fb are ye in my hand, O Houfe of Ifrael f !" After 
thus letting forth his power, the Almighty proceeds 
to ihow in what manner he is pleafed to exercife 
it. *' At what inftant I fliall fpeak concerning 
a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
^d to pull down, and to deftroy it ; if that nation, 
againft which I have pronounced, turn from their 
.evil, I will repent of the e^l that I thought to 

* Rom. xi. 13, 33. t Jc*"* xviii- 6. 
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do unto them. And at what inftant I ihall fpcak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom', 
to build and to plant it ; if it do evil in my fight, 
that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of 
the good, wherewith I faid I would benefit 
them*/' 

Thus we fee the principle of the dealings of 
God with mankind, in different ages of the world. 
The Ninevites are a proof of the truth of the 
firft part of the foregoing declaration $ and the 
Ifraelites of the latter : for, however, the Almighty 
may, in fome inftances, fee meet to difl:inguiih a 
people, or individuals, by fome peculiar privi||eges ; 
yet if they negled, and trample upon his law ; 
and are unmindful of the favours which they 
receive ; he does not fail to punifii them according- 
ly. " You only have I known of all the families 
of the earth ; therefore I will punifh you for all 
your iniquitiesf," was the declaration concerning 
this highly favoured people ; from which, and 
various other pafiages in holy writ we may fafely 
conclude that man's deftru£tion is of himfelf ; 
agreeably to another declaration of the Almighty 
by one of his prophets : ** O Ifrael ! thoii haft 
deftroyed thyfeV ; but in me is thine helpj." 
** The grace of God which bringeth falvation, 
and hath appeared unto all men,.'' afibrdeth this 
help. It is faving grace; and it is univerfal 
grace. It is a gift confident with every attribute 
of the Deity ; and with the declarations concerning 
Him, recorded in the fcriptures of truth. That 

* Jcr. xviii. 7# lo. f Amos iii. 2. % Hofeaxiii. 9. 
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t^e Almighty may fee meet, in his unfearchable 
vifdom, to confer a greater degree of this grace 
on fome than on others ; and that he may peculiarly 
call feme to particular fervices in hb church, or 
in the world, are no doubt confident with the 
divine attributes : but with refped to the future 
happinefs of mankind, there is abundant reafon 
to believe, that all receive a fufficient degree of 
grace to procure it ; and if this grace is not equally 
diftributed to all ; yet furely, we may conclude 
that, at laft, the judgment will be according to 
this moft excellent rule ; ** Where much is given, 
iQuch will be required ;'' and confequently, where 
little is given, but little will be required. 
> In addition to what ha3 already been faid, it 
may be proper to obferve, that in confidering this 
fubje(9:, we fliould always distinguifh betwixt thofe 
pafiages in the fcriptures, which fimply declare the 
power of the Almighty, and thofe which fet forth 
the manner in which he exercifes that power. 
Thus the apoftle has faid, and no doubt faid truly, 
" He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy j 
and whom he will he hardeneth*." But then 
are we not alfo told that, *' the Lord is good to 
all 'f and |iis tender mercies ibre over all his 
worksf ; " and has not the very fame apoftle, after 
recommending that ** prayers and interceiEons 
'* ihould be made for all vaerflff* exprefsly declared, 
that ^' this, is good and acceptable in the Hght of 
God our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
faved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 

F 
* Rom. ix« 1 8. t Pfa. cxiv. 9. :j: i Tim. ii. i. 
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trutb$?" Corr^fpondent wkb thi& is the languago 
of the apoftle Peter : ^* The Lord is not fliick 
concerning his promife, (as fbme Often count 
ilacknefs,) but is long-fuffering to us-ward y not 
willing that any ihould perifh, but that all ihould 
come to repentance||." 

It fliould alfo be confidered, that hardneis of 
heart is the punifliment, and not the original 
cau(e, of fin ; nor does ' the hardnefs fpoken of 
by the apoftle in the epiftle to the Romans^ 
neceflarily imply perpetual hardnefs ; for of the 
Jews whom he reprefents in a ftate of hardnefs^ 
he fays, " If they abide not ftill in unbelief, thef 
(hall be graffed in again f ." 

If God had judicially hardened, or fuffered to 
be hardened, thofe who had been long wilfully 
difobedient to his laws, he might, with great pro- 
priety, ** fhow his wrath, ajid make his power 
known in the vefiels of wrath, fitted for deftruc* 
tion^'' by their own accumulated tranfgreffions* 
Thus were Pharaoh and the Jews monuments of 
the jttftice of an offended God, and warnings to* 
Succeeding generations, not to defpife thofe long^ 
fuffering mercies, with which he waits the return 
of thofe who fin againft him. 

Seeing then that the defigns of our great and 
gracious Creator are fo replete with ** good-will^ 
tomenj'' that as far as is confident with that 
free-agency,^ with which he has feen meet to endow 
US) he is ever willing our happinefs^ and furniQiing 

§ I Tim. ii. 3, 4. 
11 2 Pet. tii. 9. t Rom. xL 23. t Rom. ix* 22. 
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US with the means of procuring it ; " Let us draw 
nigh with a true heart, in full aflurance of faith ;"* 
and trufting in that merciful redemption, by which 
we have, on repentance, the forgiveneis of iins ; 
•* Let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time €f{ needf." Thus will that fonSHficaticin 
of heart, and hoiinds of life, be experienced, 
without which we arc told ** No man ihall fee 
the Lord:j: ;'' and ali will redound to the glory of 
God, who has fhown the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in his k iadneis towards us^ through Cfarift 

f Epbeft ii« 7. • 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON DIVINE WORSHIP AND GOSPEL ^ 

MINISTRY. 

Wor/hip an aA of the Sool towards God.— Meetings for 
Worihip may be held in (ilence. — Public Worfhip-' 
an indifpenfable Duty, reafooabie and bedeficial.-— Si»* 
lent Worfhip adapted to all States— hs Adranuges*— ' 
Scriptare Arguments for it. — Prayer a neceflary Doty. 
— ^The qualifications of Minifters. — Haman Learning: 
not eflential to the MiniHry. — No Individual has art 
exclafive right to aflume the Exercife of it. — ^Women's 
Preaching.— Preaching for Hire.-^Tith^. 

JlJLaVING^ in the preceding chapters, treated 
•n thofe fubje£ts in which x^e nearly agree with the 
generality of Chriftian profeflbrsi I come now to 
confider thofe points, in which we materially dif- 
fer from them. Two of thefe, ' being nearly con- 
nected, are included in one chapter, though it will 
alfo be neceflary to confider them feparately* 
Thefe are, Divine Worfhip and Gofpel Miniftry. 

With refpcft to the firft, we confider that wor- 
Ihip is an a& of the foul towards God i that he is 
a Spirit ; that the foul of man is fpiritual ; and 
therefore that, in the performance of the folemiab 
duty of worihip, words are not eflentially necefla* 
ry ; becaufe He, who is a Spirit, underftaads the 
language of the Spirit. Neverthelefs, we do not 
difapprove the ufe of words in our religious meet- 
ings 'f whether in prayer, juraifest or in the exer*- 
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cife of gofpel mkiiftry, when thej are delivered 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, wbicb 
alone can, as we apprehend, rightly qualify for the 
performance of thefe important feryices. Hence» 
when we come to onr places of religious worihip, 
we think it right to fit. down in filence, and wait 
therein upon God, for the affiftance of that Spi- 
rit which . helpeth our infirmities, and without 
which we know not what- to pray (of as we oughts- 
Here y^c may he favoured, at times, to feel the 
Spirit itfelf making intercefiion for us ; under the • 
influence of which, we believe, a fecret. figh or 
groan will afcend with more acceptance before the 
Father of fpirits, than any form of words which^^ 
may be prepared for us ; or that do not arife from' 
a heart ' thus qaalified for verbal expreflion. . 
' Holding our meetings under thefe imprefBons,^ > 
it' very frequently happens, that they are continue 
ed throughout in filence $ a fliate which, when at«- 
tended with a right exercife of mind, we confider.' 
as heft adapted to the performanee of the foiemn ' 
duty«of divine worfliip: f(»r here, every individiH - 
al^ who feels his own condition and neceflities, can 
fecretly pour out his foul 4intor God, without dif^* 
traAion or interruption ; and here alfb we can 
freely partake of thofe divine influences upon the 
fbui) which, « when mercifully afibl^ed', conftitutc?^ 
the higheft enjoyment of man upon earth. 

But we are fenfibk that thefe efieds are aol-ai-*;' 
ways, experienced in our 'religions meetingsv^ Wc^ 
fear that many who attend them, have not their 
minds rightly exercifed ; we know that divine good 
is not at our command; and we beUcve that the 

Fa 
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ftnfiUe enjojrment of it is often withheld £or a ^^ 
fmf «nd fometimes for a bng fimliNi, from the 
tndj exerctfed mind. ** Verilyi thou 9rt a God 
that hidcft thyfdf, O God of Ifirad, the Savioiir.'' 
Blitf even in thisfituation^ we think it much fafer 
to wait in a ftate of paffive filence, than, by the ac« 
tivity of the creature, to rulh unprepared into tho& 
external a£b <^ devotion, which we believe are 
no fiirther sArceptabfe, than as they come from 
a heart rightly prepaured to o&x them. A^teof 
humble, filent waiting and dependence on divine 
help, is fo adapted to the relation in which maa 
ftands to his great Creator, that we believe it pe- 
culiarly likdy to meet with divine acceptance and 
rjegard. " Bleffid are fehofe fServaats, whom the 
Lord, when he cometh^ ihall find watching/'* 
But to thofe who do not patiently abide in this 
ftate of mind, a very diffinrent coniequence is 
ihown to refult. ** Behold, all ye that ■ kindle a 
fire, that compafs yourfelves about with fparks : 
walk in the light of your fire, and in the fparka 
that ye have kindled. This ihall ye have of mine 
hand ; ye ihall lie down in ibrrow."f And we 
ought l^ no means to forget the confeqpence under 
the law, of offering ftrange fire to the Lord4 

We confider it an indifpenfable duty, publicly 
to meet together for the woclhip of God ; and 
'' not to fi^fiake the a£fembling of ourielves toge^ 
tber, flsthe manner of fome is.'^j It is not only 
a r«afonable, but a beneficial duty i EcafonaUe^ 

\^^^,, ,^. 

:|^ Lev. x« itoj*. f Hfb, x.' 45%^ 
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becasfe it is a public acknowledgment of ear dc» 
pendence on the Snpreme Being ; and beneficial^ 
bccaii£i ve may, if rightly exercifed in .our minds^ 
be favoured to draw nigh unto 6od> by the Spirit 
of his Son ) and tht» experience that communion, 
which is with the Father, and with his Son Chrift 
Jefiis I and which the tme Chriftian travellers alfo 
have one with another in him. 

In a filent travail of fjpirit for this defirabie ex* 
perience, the fpiritual ftrength of thefe who are 
thus exercifed, is increased \ they become helpful 
one to another, in promoting the circulation of that 
life in which their fellowfhip confifts ^ and are, a| 
times, fo umted in feeling one for and with ancither^ 
as to attain to an experience fimilar to that which the 
apoftle deicribes : " Whether one member fuffinr, 
all the members fuffer with it ; or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it."* 

It may.be.&ppofed by fome, that although this 
mode of worfhip may be adapted to adults in reli<« 
gious experience, it is too refined an attainment for 
ihofe who are in a ftate of infancy in religion ; or 
who are much ftrangers to it. We, however, con* 
fider it as eminently adapted to^ every human beings 
who is defirous of being acceptable in the fight eS 
his Creator. Where, is the well difpofed mind, 
that has not occafion for an attention to that uni» 
verfal command, *' What I fay unto you, I fay un« 
to all. Watch ?"f This fecret attention and exer* 
etie of mind is therefore nccefiary for all ; and aa 
man is willing to be reduced into it, die weak and 

* I Cor. xH. a6. f Mirkxiii. 37* 
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erring mind may be brought to the difcoverj of its 
own fVate ; and -feeling the heceffity of diviiiemly 
to overcome its evil propenfities, and to fecure eter-* 
nal happinefsy may thus feel alfo the neceffity, and 
the qualification, to pray for forgivenefs of paft 
fins, and for ability fo to live under the influences^ 
^of divine fear and love, as to experience preierva- 
tion from thofe evils which abound in the world, 
or to which the mind may be naturally prone. - 

Many, therefore, we conceive, are the advan- 
tages which refult from filent worfhip. It enables 
a number of Chriftians tomeet together for the 
performance of this important duty, without de- 
pending on any man to affid them therein ; a de- 
pejndence, which deprives numbers of publicly diC* 
charging this duty even once in the week. It alfo 
preferves from the dangerous fituation of drawing 
nigh unto God with the mouth, and honouring 
Him with the lips, whilft the heart is far from 
Him ; and it is peculiarly adapted to ther perform* 
ance of that worfhip in fpirit and in truth, con- 
cerning which our ble£&d Redeemer has given this- 
meoiforable teftimony : " The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the trne worihippers ihall worfhip 
the Father, in fpirit and in troth i for the Father 
feeketh fuch to woeihip him. God is a Spirit y 
and they that worfhip* him, mufl worfhip him in 
fpirit and in truth.'** 

In addition to the foregoing reafons, many paf* 
fages may be adduced from the fcriptures, point- 
ing out the advantage of filent waiting upon God<^ 

* Jobn iv. 13. & 24. . 
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In reading thofe devotional effuiioni, which have 
b^en tranfmitted to us in the book of Pfalm^ we 
find this waiting ftrongly and frequently inculcat- 
ed. The evangelical prophet likewife fpeaks fre- 
quently of the benefit of fuch a ftate of waiting, 
in which filence is either exprefled, or neceiTarily 
implied. The latter part of the fortieth chapter^ 
and the beginning of the forty*£rft, are fo appo- 
fite to the (Hrefent fubjed i and, at the fam^ time« 
fo replete with religious inftruftion and confola^ 
tion 'y that it may be ufeful to give them at large. 
« Why faycft thou, O Jacob, and fpeakeft, O If- 
rael, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judg- 
ment is pafled over from my God ? Haft thou not 
known ? haft thou not heard, that the everlafting 
God| the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earthj fainteth not^ neither is weary ? There is no 
fearching of his undevfianding. He giveth pow^ 
to the faint, and to them that have no might, he 
increaieth ftrengtiu Even the youths (ball faint 
and be weary, and the young men utterly fall : but 
they- that wait upon the Lord (hall renew their 
firength ; they (hall mount up with wings as.^ 
gles ; they (hall run^ and not be weary *, they (hall 
walk and not fisiint. Keep filence before me^' 
O illands ; and let the people renew their ftcength ^ 
kt them come near, then let them fpeak } let us 
come near together *to judgment/'* 

9ut whilft we are laying afide the outward 
fi^ois, we are far, very far indeed, from defiring 
to difcourage the pradlice of true prayer* It is a 

^ Ka. xl. 27 to 31. and xli. i. 
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dutf which we owe to oar great Creator ; andwhich 
the feeling of our own manifold wants and dan* 
gersy will often draw from the rightly concerned 
mind. It is indeed difficult to conceive^ how any 
thing deierving the name of religion, can be pre** 
fervcd without it. -** Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation/'* is an injundtion deli-* 
vcred by our Holy Head and High Pried, whd in 
this, as in many other inftances, has ihown, that he 
was, as the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews 
cxprcflJss it, " Touched with the.fecling of our in- 
firmities /'f for he immediately adds, ^* the Spirit 
indeed is willing; but the Hefli is weak." In this 
command, our blefled Lord fets forth both "Aft 
Aeceffity and the preparation for this great duty^ 
wlvich conftitntes a very importamt part of religsoiM 
wor&ip. We are not to mfli haftily or unpre* 
paredly eidier mto prtrate or pubKc prayer ; bcft 
having om* minds engaged in true watchfblnefi, or 
waiting, for the influence of the Holy Spirit tipon 
the foul, we thereby become qualified to pot up 
our petitions to the Father of fpirits in fuch a man^ 
ner , as the impreiBons whicfh he afibrds us of our 
wants fhall Indicate. And whten we are brought 
into a humbling confideration of the many mercies 
and CiTOurs, of which we are unworthy partakers; 
as the fubjeds of creation, of redemption, and«if 
that bountiful provifion which is made for ns, >we 
fliail find abundant caufe frequently to ofier that 
praife, by which the Almighty is glofified : and of 

* Mat. xktI. 41. t Heb« it* 15. 
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"iKbif:bbe is, with the Son of hU love, through the 
Qf ernal Spirit, for ever worthy. 

The right qocUification of tbofe who occupy 
the ftation of minifters^ is of great importance to^ 
every religious ibcicty; It will, I prefume, br 
univerfally agreed to be* in the firft place aeceflluryiy; 
that th«^ principles an4 praAice of thefe ihould 
correfpond with their profefBon and ftation |. and 
nexty that^ they be called and qualified according to 
the nature and principles of that reiigiosi which 
they ftand forth to efpoufe* To apply tbeie felf«» 
evident rules to the Chriftian religion, under its 
various 4ivifions>r it; muft be deemed necefiary for a- 
gofpel minifter, that he poiTefs a heartfelt coavlc«> 
tion of the truths of Chriftismity, as well as of the. 
principles of that particular fociety, of which he is 
a otetnber ; alio that his moral conduct be fuchas 
the gofpel of Chrift requires. When there is 
any deficiency either in principle or practice, there* 
is reafon to fear that fuch will do more injury 
than benefit to the caufe of religion ; as well as 
render themlHvesobfeAsof difguft and contempt. 
** XJmo the wished God faith, What haft thou t<> 
do to decbre my i):atutes ; or that thou ihouldft 
take my covenant in thy mouth; feeing thou hateft 
inftniftion, andcafteft my words behind thee.''* 

As to the fistfther qualification for a gofpei 
mittifter, although the definition already given 
maybe generally agt^d to, yet, in the application 
of itf Ibme diverfity ^ fentiment does exift. As 
the nature and principles of the Chriftian religion 



•^ 
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. are the fame now as formerly, we conceire that 
the fame divine call and influencei which qualified 
the early minifters and promulgators of the gofpel, 
fliould be (in a degree at leaft) experienced by 
its mmifters to the end of the world : efpecialiy 
as we have no other qualification pointed out in 
the holy fcriptures. This caH was ** not of men, 
neither by man ; but by Jefns Chrift^ and God 
the Father/** We believe that the fame is inward- 
\j and immediately received by the true gofpel 
minifters of the prefent day ; and that, in the 
difcharge of the duties of this facred office, the 
renewed influences of divine wifdom and ftrengtfa 
fhould be ' waited for, and experiencedf. Thus 
minifters are qualified to fpeak to the ftate of their 
hearers ; and to baptize them into the name (or 
power) of the Father, the Son, and ^ the Holy 
Spirit; thereby fulfilling that true commiffion 
for gofpel miniftry given by our Saviour, Mat. 
xxviii; 19. 

The foregoing qualifications correfpond with 
the defcription, which the apoftle Peter gilrcs of 
prophecy, and which we conceive to be defcriptJvc 
of the efiTentials of a gofpel minifter. * ". Prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man : but holy 
men of God fpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft.'t Thus we fee that both aritient 
prophecy and gofpel miniftry fcame ** not of mefi, 
nor by man ;" that they required thofe who ex- 
ercifed them to be holy men of God ; fuch a$ 
could fay to others, " Walk, as ye have us for an 

* GaK i. I* fa Pet. i. ai. 
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"txample ;'' and that i-n performing the duties of 
%be(b offices^ they ihould fpeak " as they werc- 
moved by the Holy Ghoft^" or in other words^ 
iM the '' Spirit gave them utterancef ." If minis- 
fters are not thus influenced and dtreded^ we inaf 
exped the declaration refpefling the prophets 
formerly! who ran and were not fent^ to be verifi^ 
cd : " They ihall not profit the people at all.** 
Nor {hould this ferious language be forgotten: 
"^^ Woe to the feolifli prophets, that follow their 
-own fpirit, and have fcen nothing/' 

What is faid refpeding an iaw»rd call to the 
miniftry, is by no means peculiar to our religious 
Society. However the doftrine of the influence 
of the fpirit may be flighted by fome, it is in this 
tnftaace, as well as in its general irifluence and 
operation, clearly maintained by the church of 
England, as appears by the following queftion put 
to thofe who apply to be admitted to the office 
of deacon : ** Do you truft that you awe invfardly 
moved by the Holy Gh^y to take upon you this 
-office and miniftration, &c.'' The anfwer required 
is, *« I truft fo." This doftrinc is alfo confiftent 
with the gener^al obTervfttion on the priefthoody 
made by the author of the epiftle tpthc Hebrews: 
- ** No man taketh this honour unto himfelf, but 
he that is called of Grod, as was Aaroa.'^* The 
writings of the apoftles abundantly fli^ow, not only 
i^hence they derived their commifHon, but alfo 
tfae influence under which they cxercifed it. Thus 
the apoftle Paul fays a " Whicb thkigs alfo w« 

t Adb ii« 4* ^ Heb« t. 4. 
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fpeak, not in the words which man's wifdom 
tseacheth, but which the Holy Ghoft teacheth/' 

From all thefe confiderations, we believe that 
k is neceiTaryi in the firft call to the miniftryi to 
be ^^ inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoft ;'' and 
that, in the various performances of this facred 
office^ the renewings of this divine influence and 
ability (hould be waited for^ and experienced^ as 
the moft likely means to fulfil* the apoftolic eichor- 
fation : '* If any man fpeak, let him fpeak as the 
oracles of God ; if any man minifter, let him do it 
as of the abilily which God giveth : that God in 
sill things may be glorified through Jefiis Chrift ; 
to whom be praifeand dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.*'* 

From our views of this important fubjeA, there 
arife a few points^ in which we materially differ 
firom moft other profefiTors of Chriftianity. 

I. — In not confidering human learning eflential 
to a gofpel minifter. 

2.*^^ln believing that no individual has a right 
to afluoie the exclufive exercife of this miniftry, 
in a congregation of Chriftians ; but that all, both 
male and female, who are rightly moved thereto, 
Aiay exerciie this gift. 

3.««*-That this miniftry being, if rightly receiv- 
ed, received freely, and without any pecuniary 
expenfe to qualify for it, it therefore ought to be 
freely communieatefl -, and no further fupport ex- 
pelled by minifters, than what is authorifed by 
Chrift, and prsiflifed by his apoftles. 

♦ 1 Peter iy. ii^ 
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Upon each of thefe points^ it feems. proper t9 
make a few remarks. 

On the firft, very little appears ne4;eflary ; for 
if we consider the holy fcriptures, and particular- 
ly the New Teftament, as any guide to us in thi« 
matter^ we (hall not only find» th^t human litera<- 
ture is no where recommended for this office ; bjut 
likewife, that many of the apoftles were illiterate 
men. It is alfo clear that the apoftle Paul> th<>ugh 
a man of learniogy difclaimcd the iniuence of it 
upon his miniftry, as appears from various part^ 
of hts epiftles^ particHlarly- from the firft and £i> 
cood chapters of the epiftle to the Corinthians, of 
which the firft five verfes of the fecond chapter 
appear ^peciikUy worthy of notice. ** And I» bre^ 
thstnp wha» I came to you» came not with ex^ 
ceUencf of fpeeeh or of wifdoin» declaring unto 
yoia tl»e teftAopony of God. For I determiiied not 
to know any thing among you, fave Jefus Chrift, 
and him crucified. And I was with you in weak- 
nefs, and in feur, jand in much trembling. -^^^ 
my fpeeeh and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wifdom, but in demonftration of 
the Spirit and of power : that your faith ihould 
not ftand in the wifdooi of men, but in the pow^ 
of God."* 

But although we do not omfider huaa^a team- 
ing as efiential to a gofpd mkufter % yet we are fo 
far from difefteemhig or flighting its ufe, that we 
wiQx due attention to be pswd to it by the members 
of our fociety : for we believe that thofe who have 

* I Cor. ii. 1 to 5:. 
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il^ and are difpofed to make a right ufe of it, ma j 

apply it to the promotion of religion and virtue^ 
as well as to the benefit of civil feciety. 

With reipeA to the fecond point, we have the 
praAice of the primitive church fo decidedly ia 
6ur favour, that I am at a lofs to conceive how a 
pradlice fo repugnant to it, can have fo generally 
prevailed as it has d(«e, in almoft all the Chriftian 
churches. The practice alluded to is, that of an 
individual afiuming the exclufive exercife of the 
miniflry % which is directly contrary to what the 
apoftle recommends, as well as declares to be the 
practice of the church in early timess This ap-> 
pears clear from the fourteenth ' chapter of the 
firfl epiftle to the Corinthians, where £rft addref- 
iing ^he believers in general, the Apoftle thus 
expreflbs himfelf : ** Follow after charity, and de« 
fire fpiritual gifts ;• but rather that ye may prophe- 
fy."* By this prophefying, he does aot appear fe 
much to mean the fbretelling of fiiture events, as^ 
the general purpofes of gofpel miniftry ; for in the 
third verfe he fays, ^' He l^hat prophefieth, fpeak^ 
eth unto men to exhortation, to edification and 
comfort /'f After this general advice and ezplan-^ 
ation, he proceeds to fiiow the fuperierity of pro- 
phefying to fpeaking with tongues ; and then of 
thofe w4io have received thiis di^vine gift, he faith». 
^' Let'tfae prophets fpeak two or three, and let the 
others judge. Ijf any thing be revealed to another 
Ihat fitteth by, let the firft hold his peace *, for ye: 

* I Cor. ^v« f .. t Ibid. v.en ^ 



ta^ s^l fm>fhiefy aae 437 ose, thai ^ nay katrn^ 
^okI all maf be coaifoi^tecl."! 

After this ufie<|uivoeal dei^ciption of the rule 
and prafike of the pvimitive churchy further ari- 
gument feein$ uaneceflar^. I Ihall therefore pr4> 
ceed tp the confidtfation of ^uootker part of tbfe 
head, from which k appears that we adoHt «m>(B«b> 
as well as mtn^ to a pardcipatloA aad exercife of 
the gift of goi^l miniftry . We ^e awove of the 
ob)e£tion which is -made from the ^roybitioa laid 
Qpoa women fpeaking and teachjog in ^e church, 
and liifurpiag authority ofer the eoan*^ . Beit if, oa 
every occafioo, where thare i» ani^parentdiffereiice 
betwixt ofic part of icripture and'^iother, it be 
admitted that fcriptupe is the beft interpreter of 
(cripture, I believe very little difficnlty will arife in 
removing this objection. It fhould be confidered, 
that the words ufed by the apoftle on this occaiion, 
caiuiot mezu the exercile of gofpel miniftry $ be- 
cauTe, in the very epiftie in which he firft men* 
tions this prohibition, he gives particidar diredlions 
refpefting the manner in which women are to cxer- 
cife that gift, which he denominates " praying or 
prophefying 5"f and which he no doubt confider- 
ed as different from fpeaking,' teaching, or ufurp- 
ing authority : for it cannot With any colour of 
reafon be fuppofed, that the apoftle would give di- 
reftions for the exercrfe of that, which he thought 
never flio«fe! be excreifed.f 

»> 
% Cor«.ver* a9to }i* ^ i Tim»'ii«.i i. la. f, i Cor»xk 4* 
§ See John Locke's note ou Cor^-xi. ^ where he ^&p*- 
ports the caoikudtion here givea.v ^ 

G 2 
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In addition to the preceding argument, ferenS 
other pailages^ in the New Teflament may be adv 
tanced^ which clearly (how that women, as well as 
men4 were engaged in the work of the miniftry in 
the primitive church t Lnke, in fpeaking of Philip 
the deacon^ faithi *^ the fame man had §ovrr daugh*- 
ters, which did prophefy/'f lii the eptftie to the^ 
Romansj the apoftle fays, ** I recommend unto 
you Phebe our fifter, who is a fec^ant* of the 
church that is at Cenchreai'^ Greet Prifcilla^ 
and Aquila, my helpers in Chrift Jefiis.'** — ** Sa^ 
hite Tryph^ena and Tryphofa, who- labour in the 
Lord. Salute the beloved Perfis/ which laboured: 
much> in the Lord/'$^ And inanetherepiftle he- 
&ys, *^ Help thofe women that^ laboured with us^ 
in tbegofpeL''^ Tfaefe are pafiages which clearly 

•{♦Ads xxu 9*. 

a The Gt'eek word- here rendered fervant is the fame^ 
as in other places is rendered' deacon or minifter. It iiv 
cenderedminifter hereiaaiiooft aU other tranflations. 

b Frifcilla is here, and in. twa other- paflages, placed 
Hfore her hufband ;. from which, and other, circumftaa-^ 
ces, we may conclude ihewasa miniflerof no fmallemi- 
»encein the church* 

c The adjedive for ''heloved,^ being b Creek in the 
fieminine gender ».. ihows^ that Periis was a woman. 

d The Greek wordd here rendered *^ labour and laboin** 
cd/^ are the fame as the apoftfe ufes when he fpeaks o( 
kimfelf labouring in iht gofpel. 

^ Rttn. XTi^ 3. i Ibid tz^ »i-. || Phil. tv. 3^ 



GOSPEL MINISTRr. > f^ 

evince the admiffion of the female fex, in early 
times, to the work and fervice of the gofpel : but * 
what adds not a little to our argument is,, that this 
was cxprefsly foretold in fuch a manner^as^^ would, 
if we had no' precedent, folly warrant the praftice i- 
for on this fubjeft-we may ufe the words of the 
apoftle* Peter,, and fay^, " This is .that which was*- 
fpoken by the prophet Jod r And it fliall come to 
pafs in the laft days, faith Q'od', I will pour out of 
my fpirit upon all fielh, and your fiJns and yourr 
daughters fhall ppophcfy ; and your young men 
ffaall fee vifions^ and your old men fhall dream 
dreams r andon my fervants,and on my handmaidens^. 
I will pour ottt^ in thofe days of my Spirit, and 
they fhall prophefy/'"* 

W9 come now to the third point, vi-z. the main- 
tcnance which is allowed to the miniflers of the 
gofpel. On this fubjeft the diredtiuns of our blef- 
fed Lord, are fo particular, that, with the praftice- 
of his apoftles, they fet the matter inr a very dear 
point of view. The direfttons, fo far as they re- 
late to this fubjeft, I fliall tranfcribe from th« 
tenth chapter of Matthew, when Chrift ftnt forth 
the twelve apoftles on their firfi miffion : ** Heat 
the fick, cleanfe the lepers, raife the dead, cafl out 
devils : • freely ye have received, freely give. Pro- 
vide neither* gold, nor filver^ nor brafs in your 
purfes : — for the workman is worthy of his meat. 
And into whatfo^per city or town ye fhaH enter, in- 
«|uiiiewho in it is worthy, and therein abide till ye go 
thence.-— And whofoever fhall not receive you, nor 

* Aas ii. 16 to 18. 
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hear your words, when ye depart out of that houfe . 
or city, fliake oflF the duft of your fcet*''f 

In the foregoing paflage, we have direAioas fbr 
the condiift of the miniflers of Cfarift^ both wbM 
their miniftry is received, and when it is reje£bedi 
In the former cafe, all that is provided is temporal 
ry accommodation, whilil travelling in the work 
of the miniftry ; or fo engaged therein, as to {ure^ 
vent their attention to their temporal occupations. 
In the latter cafe^ they are by no means authorized 
to extort a forced maintenai&ce j but, as a teftimo*- 
ny againft thofe. who reje£l them, they are dire£ted 
to {hake off the duft that cleaved to their feet. 
Well would it have been for the Chriftiam religion, 
had its minifters, under all denominations, adhered 
to their Lord's inftrudkions on this fubjeA ; and 
a£ted with that noble difintereftednefs which he 
inculcates, and which we find praAifed by his im- 
mediate followers, ib as to enable one of them to 
fay, ** I feek not yours, but you.*'* And here I 
cannot well avoid expreffing great regret for the 
wound which there is reafon to believe ChviAiani^ 
ty has received, and ft ill i:eceives, from a lucrative 
eftablilhment for minifters ; a circumftance which 
holds out a temptation for unqualified, and even 
immoral men, to feek for, and get into that office^ 
with no better motive (I believe it will be gene*- 
rally allowed) than that, which U was foretold 
would aAuate the corrupted U^fs of Eli •, '* Put 
met I P^^ thee^ into one of th^ {nrieft's offices^ 
that J may eat a piece of bread.'':|; 

f Mat. X. 8 to 14. ^ * 1 Cor. xii. 14* 
X 1 Sam. ii. 56. ' 
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We are aware of the arguments advanced from 
fome expreffions of the apoftle Paul^ in favour of 
an eftabliihed fupport for minifters ; and which I 
apprehend are all comprifed in the following words 
of this apoftle i. *^ Do ye not know, that they 
which minifter about holy things, live ofthe things 
ef the temple; and they which waif at the altar^ 
are partakers with the altar? £vei> fo hath tht^ 
Lord ordained, that, they which preach the goipe>> 
fhould live of the gofpel."-]: Now aU this only 
proves a fupport confiilent with what " the Lord 
hath oxdained,'' and which is already given in his 
own words. This we readily admit, and adopt in 
our practice ; but forely no one can infer, from 
the foregoing pafiages, that minifters are to be 
provided with a fettled maintenance; and not to 
labour with theii^ands, or be engaged in the ufual 
occupations of life for their own fupport, and tha£ 
of their families. 

\ That we are juftified in th« conftrudtion given 
of our Lord's direction, and the apoftle^s reference- 
to it, is abundantly clear from ihe pradtice which 
refulted from it ;. and which cannot more com- 
pletely or energetically be deicribed, than, in the 
words of fhe iame apoftle, contained in his.moft 
excellent dddrefs to ^he elders of Ephefus, which 
be concludes in this memorable language r " I 
have coveted no man's filver, or gold, or apparel;, 
yea, you yourftlves know that theie hands have 
siiniftered unto my neceffities> and to them that 
were with me. I have ihowed you all. things, how 

^ I Cor..tx. 13,. 14.. 
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thxt' fo Idaouring, ye ought to Aipport t}ie weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jcfus, how 
he faid) It is more bieflcd to give than to receive/'^ 

Thefe being our fentimdils on this important 
fubje£t, we make no prpvifion for the fupport of ^ 
our minifters, further than the discharge cf thofe 
expenses which traveiling in their religious fer«- 
vices necefiarily occaiions : and if we make no||»ro^ 
vifion fbr the fupport of our own mini&ors, whoie 
miniftry we approve, we think <Njrrelves fully waiv 
ranted in declkiing to contribiite to the fupport of 
others, and of a worfhip connected with them, 
from both of which we confcientiouily difient. A 
minlflry with a ietded mMntctiaa^e, f(»r<ced even 
horn, thofe, who fo^ far dliapfsrove of their efta^^ 
bliflunefit^ as to withdraw from their teaching, ts 
fo evidently iDcompatible with the dofirine and 
ipirstiSticc of Cl^ift and his apoftles, that I think it 
unneceiTary to fay more to juftify our principles in 
this refpe&. But, although it appears to me to be 
a fyiiem fo deeply injurious to the interefts of true 
religion, I have no doubt that many, not feeing 
the fubjeA in the fame point of view, have feriou£* 
ly entered under theie circumftances into this voi- 
cation ^ and are pioufly concerned to diTcharg^ the 
duties of their Nation : thefe fhould be left to 
their own mafter, to whom we muft all, at laft, 
either fiaiid or falL 

After what has been faid refpedtng the general 
maintenance of gofpel minifters, it appears fuper- 
iluous^ to enter into argument againft that moft 

* Ail» xxr 33 to 35. 
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obj^ionable and antichriftian mode of fupport by 
tithes. Their divine right is generally exploded 
and abandoned : tfadr impolicy is almoft. univer- 
fidly acknowledged. How hr the teftimony which 
we ha^e borne againft tfaem may have contrilmted 
to produce thde efieAs, is not' for me to deter- 
imne ; but it is^ hoped that fo long as this y^e 
remflns, that leftimoiiy will continue to be main- 
tained, with the firtnhefs and meeknds which 
fliotild ever be united in the Atpport of religious 
truths. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ON BAPTISM AND THE SUPPER. 

Ppditniriary Obfervations. — ^T wo kinds of Baptifm.— Wa- 
ter and the Spirit.— -Remarks on Matt, xxviii. 1 9.—. 
Tliis and other arguments in favour of Water Baptifm, 
anCwered.— »Sprinkh*ng not Baptifm. — Sprinkling of In- 
fants not authorifed by the Scriptures. — Circumftances 
attending it highly obje^lionable. — The Lord's Sapper. 
--•The circamdances attending it fully admitted. — 
Not perpetual any more than Wafhing of Feet. — The 
true Lord's Supper. — Our fentiments on thefe fubjedls 
not from a dtfeAeem of Chriflianity, but the revcrfe. 

XSeFORE entering into a fepurate confideratioa 
of thefe fubje£ts, I (hall premife a few words on^ 
the nature of religious obfervances and ceremo- 
nies. Thefe appear to me to be generally lotal 
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or temporary ; and» if we may judge from what 
we read in the New Teftament, we may fafely 
conclude, that the ufe of them is variable. There 
is dot a practice more ftridly. enjoined by our 
blefled Lord| and that both by precept and ex« ' 
amplei than the wa&iag of each other's feet, as 
related by the evangdift John, chap, the thir^* 
teenth. But who, con^dering the different local 
circumflances, beUeves this to be a duty now 
incumbent upon us? The apoftles.who met at 
Jerufalem, to coniider^the attempt of fome Jewifli 
Chriftians, to impofe the rite of circumciiion on 
thofe gentiles who embraced Chriftianity, came 
to a folemn, and no douBt, right conclusion on 
fuch things,* as it was then deemed necefTary to 
obferve ; and yet of thcfe, except one of a moral 
nature, there are none now coniidered obligatory. 
Nay, we even find the apoftle Paul, a few years 
after, enforcing a liberty with refpefi to meats of- 
fered to idols, which this decree certainly does 
not warrant ; a decree which there is great reafoa 
to believe he had himfelf united in forming. * 

The Chriftian church was at that time juft 
emerging from the ceremonies of Judaifm, and 
the fuperftitions of Heathenifxn. In< this Aate 
of things, ** it feemed good to the Holy Ghoft,^ 
gradually to remove thofe legal obfervations and 
ceremonies connefled with the Mofaic dispenla^ 
tion } and not to enjoin an immediate difregard 
to the whole of them at once. It was the morn- 
ing of the gofpel day ; and if the brighta^s of 

* Aas XT. 
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thTLt morning has been (what I apprehend aH 
proteftants agree with us in believing) greatly 
^bfcured ; and the fun prevented from fhining 
forth with tneridian fplendour, "by the darkness 
of many unneceiTary obfervances and traditions^ 
which were afterwards mtroduced into the Chrit 
"tian church ; we muft indeed regret the circuni'- 
•ftance ; but when further light is renewed and 
afforded, we ought to avail ourfelves of its advan* 
tages, and endeavour to ftand open to thofe further 
difcovcries, whkh are 'fonfiftent with the nature 
^nd fpirit of the gofpel ; and which may be fup^ 
ported as fuch by the doftrines contained in the 
holy, ScilpttiTes, particularly in the New Tefta* 
«aent. * 

After maicing thefe general* remarks, we may 
proceed to the confideration of the fubjcft of 
Baptifm. Of this we read in the New Teftament 
of two kinds, namely, Baptifm with Water, and 
Baptifm with the Spirit. The former was, in 
ibme degree, in ufc under the Jewifh law ; and 
fome writers mention that it was occafionally both 
added to, and fubftituted for circumcifion, in thts 
adminion of profelytes. When the forerunner 
of our Lord appeared to fuliSl his miifion, 
he made particular ufe of this ceremony ; and 
from him it was called the baptifm of John. From 
this praflice among the Jews, and by John the 
baptiil, Water Baptifm appears to have been 
introduced into the Chriftian church, as the mode 
of acknowledging its converts ; but we conceive 
it was no more an effential part of CbrilVianity, 

H 
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than other Jewiih ceremonies, for a time pr^dikd 
by the early Chriftians. 

k is clear that John conftdered his difpenfatioji^ 
and baptifm as only temporary ; nor doc$ h^ 
as a fttbftitute for his baptifm, refer his difciples 
to any other baptifm with water, to be inftitdted. 
by Ghrift.' On the contrary, he plainly fhows, 
that the baptifm which was to fuperfede his, was 
to be of a different and a fpiritual nature, as ap- 
pears by thefe words : '^ I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance \ but he that cometh after 
me is mightier than I, whofe (hoes I am not wor- 
thy to bear : he fliall baptize you with the Holy 
.Ghod and with fire : whofe fan is in 4is hand ; 
and he will throughly purge his ffoor, and gather 
Ihe wheat into his garner ; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.'** On another 
occaiion John alfo fays : ^* He muft increafe, but 
I muft decreafe."f From thefe exprefiions, as 
well as?* from others in the new Teftament, we 
are induced to believe that the " one Baptifm,'*J 
which now xemains neceflary to the church of 
Chrift, is that of the Spirit ; that which, accordi^^ 
to the foregoing inftructive allegory, cleanfes the 
heart ; and which the apoftle Peter informs u&, 
does not confift in putting away the filth of the 
flefli, but in procuring for us ^' the anfwer of n 
good confcience towards God, by the refurre£ki0R 
of Jefus Chrift/J ^ ' 

The practice of Water Baptifm is principjaily 

* Mat. ill. 1 1 to 1 2. f John iii. 30. 

% Ephes. lY. 5. § I Pet. iii.' 21. 
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4chr\ded by the direftion given by our Saviour 
to his difciples, after his rerurreftion, when he 
addrejQSid them in this manner ; " Go and teach 
^\i nations, baptizing them in the name of the * 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft,"f &g. But 
as we difier from moft others in the conftruftion of 
this pa^ge, it will be proper to enter iilto a 
particular coniideration of it. 

It is to be regretted, that Chriftians have been 
fb habituated to unite Baptifm and Water together 
in their view, that they feem alnioft to forget, that 
there is a Baptifm without Water by the Spirit. 
There are, many paflages in fcripture, where the- 
words BHpze^and Baptifm are ufed in a figurative 
fcnfe, anain which it is evident no allufioh to the 
life of water is intended. This is peculiarly the- 
tafe, where tbefe words are ufed by our blefTed 
Lord, who appears never to have ufed them in 
reference to Water, except where he exprefsly 
definer the application ; unlefs it can be ^oved to 
be intended in the paflage in Matthew now under 
coniideration ; but which we think cannot be 
proved* There are two inftances in which, it is 
jlpprehended, all will agree that Water could not 
be intended : the firft is, the queftion put to the 
fons of Zebcdee : ** Can ye drink of the cup that 
I drink of; and be baptized with the baptifm 
tiiat I am baptized with?"* By thefe and fimilar 
expreflions in the fucceeding verfe, it is evident 
that Water cannot be underftood 5 and, indeed, 
it is generally agreed, that both the baptifm and 

f Mat* xxviii. 19. * Mark x. 38. 
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the cup allttdc to a ifate of deep fuffering and 
affli^Uon. This is alfo the obvious meaning of 
the expreffion in Luke : ^' I have a baptifm to be 
baptiaxd with ; and how am I ftraitened till it be 
accon)pIilhed.''f 

From thefe applications of the words Bap« 
tjze and Baptifm, it appears, that they were at 
that time frequently ufed in a figurative manner $. 
and we think ourfelves warranted in applying the 
foregoing pafTage in Matthew, with another inr 
Mark) chap. xvi. v. i6. to an inward andfpirituat 
Baptifm. This conArudlion is much corroborated 
by rendering the former pafTage, as the original 
Greek evidently implies, *^ Baptizing jfem if7/# 
the name of the Father,'' &c. By this ^Hjiref&on^. 
we apprehend is to be underftood, the introducing 
of the believers into a feeling fenfe of the power 
of God ii^ Chrift^ by the influences of the Holy 
Spirit ; all which the apoftles were no doubt fre*- 
quently made iaftrumental m producing in the 
hearts of their hearers. This application of the 
Word " Name/* as fyrabolical of the Divine 
power,* is not uncomnK)n in holy writ ; and we 
conceive that noreafonable objection can be made 
to it. Thus the expreflions of our Lord unite 
with tbofe of the apoftle Paul : "So many as 
were baptized into Chrift Jefus, were baptized 
into his death :"$ and again, '* As maay as have 

f- Luke xii. 50.. 
^ See the Concordances of Cruden smd Taylor^ under 
tlae Word " Name.'* 

X Romans vi. 3... 
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been baptized into Chrifti have pat on Chriftf •" 
That thefe expreffions have no allu^on to Water 
Baptifm appears to us evident from the context ; 
and particularly from the following expreflion pf 
the fame apoAle : ^^ Bj one Spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body; — and have been all made to. 
drink into one Spirit J/' 

It may be allfged» that the apofties underftood 
the command in Matthew as applying to Water 
Baptifm, and pradtifed it accordingly. That they 
made ufe of baptifm with water, has been alreadjr 
admitted ; but that they did it in confequenc^e of 
.this command, is not eafy to prove. Biit fuppo- 
iing this to have been the cafe, it appears from 
various circumftances, that eveQ the apoAks were 
*^ flow of heart to believe'' and underfiand this 
command, as well as other icriptures relating to< 
the gofpel difpenfation : for notwithftanding the 
exprefs charge to ** go and teach all nations'' coik 
nested with the words in difpute, we find how- 
difficult a matter^ it was to bring the apofties to 
this acknowledgment : *^ Then hath God alfo to 
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life."f^ Such, 
it is evident, was their attachment to the Jewifh 
nation and law, that they flowly and gradually rtr^ 
linquiflied many of thofe ceremonies which were 
attached to them ; and with fome difficulty ex<- 
cufed the Gentile converts from an adherence to 
them. The apoftle PauL was, however, more 
quickly introduced into the fpirituality of the goi^ 
pel difpenfation ; and we think it is clear,, that he 

f GaJ. iit. ay. t < Cor. xii. 13. * Ads xi. 18. 

Hz 
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did not underftand oar Lord's command, Matchev 
xxviil. i^. as enjcHDiBg the praOke of Water 
Baptifm j concemiiig which it is uuivctCMj agreed 
that he ^as fpeaking, when he thanked God thdgt, 
he had baptized fo very few as he mentions, out 
of the great nombers converted bj him at Corinth 
to the Chriftian faith j <' For Chrift (fays he>fent 
me not to baptize, but to* preach ^he gofpel f ." 

It has been argued, that this exprei&on of the 
apoftle is general, and only implies that Baptifm 
was not the principal part of his million. But we 
have at leaft an equal right to conikler the words 
in their common acceptation ; and as fliowing that, 
however the apoftle might occafionally ufe Water 
Baptifm, as a mode of initiating converts into the 
ChriMan church, yet he did hot confider it as a 
part of his comjnifiion ; and coniequently not 
eiTential to the Chriftian religion^ nor to the foul'^ 
lalvation. If he bad coniidered it necefiary to the& 
important obje^s, it is difficult to conceive bow he 
could folemnly thank God for the omiffion of it. 

Another argument in favour of Water Baptifm 
is urged from the following query of Peter, on 
the converfkm of Cornelius and his family : ** Can 
any man £orbid Water, that thefe fiiouid not be 
baptized* ?'* &c. Now it appears very probable 
from this query, that it was a matter of doubt 
among the Chriftians of that time, whether 
Water Baptifm was necefiary ta be continued ^ 
and that Peter on this, as well as on feme other ' 
occalions, inclined to the continuant of a c^ro- 

t I Cor. i.. 17. ♦ Aa« X. 47. 
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monj, at leaft partly Jewifk. How clofely even 
the apoftks were attached to the Mofaic law, and 
howvflowl^ their minds opened to the gofpel di^ 
penf^ion, have been already remarked. Notwitb- 
ftanding the various predictions of the prophets, 
and the dircA command of our Saviour himfelf 
after his refurredtion, it ftill required an extraor- 
dinary vifion from heaven to convince Peter, that 
*^ Of a truth God is no refpefter of perfons ; but, 
in every nation, he that ^areth him, and worketh 
rigbteoulhefs, is accepted with him*." It was 
about ten years after this circumftance, that the 
apoftles and elders came together, to confider of 
the propriety of exempting the Gentile converts 
i from the rite of circumcifion ; and it was not till 
• after ^' there had been much difputing,*^ that they 
concluded not to impofe this yoke upon them. 
Although Peter was prefent at this conference, 
and earneilly promoted the deciiion of it ; yet it 
>..was, I apprehend, after this time, that the apoftle 
Paul had occaiion to blame him for his changeable 
condu£l towards the Gentiles, with refpeA tolbme 
Jewlfh cudomsf . From all thefe circumAances, 
we may account for Peter's continuing the practice 
.of Water Baptifm, as connected with that difpen- 
^^ation, under which he had been educated. How- 
ever, we have reafon to believe that his views on 
this fu^jeEt enlarged, as his experience in the 
(ervice of the gofpel increafed ; for we find him 
feveral years after, in one of his epiftles,. defcrib- 

* Ads X. 34 k, 35. t Gal. ii. x j, 12, 13.. 
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ing the baptifm that ** doth now fave us*" in this 
manner : ** Not the putting away the filth o( the 
flefh $ but the anfwer of a good confcience toward; 
Godf :" a defcription by no means applicable to wg- 
ter baptifm, which as it was then adminiftered by 
immerfion, did put away the filth of the flefh ; 
and of which we may furely fay, as was faid of 
*' meats and drinks, and of divers wafliings/' that 
it *^ could not make perfeA, as pertaining to the 
confcience J ;** they being impofed only until the 
time of reformation ; by which is generally undef- 
ftood the gofpel difpenfation. 

In confidering the various arguments on this 
fubjeft, part of the diverfity of fentiment ap- 
pears to lie in the difficulty there fometimes is, ta 
determine betwixt the literal and the figurative ufe 
of words, which relate to it. Even water as well 
as fire is fometimes ufed figuratively. To be *^ bora 
of water and the Spirit |t," has been confidered, 
and we think rightly confidered, by § fome who be- 
lieved in the propriety of Water Baptifm, as 
figurative an expreifion, as being baptized *^' with 

* I Pet. ill. 2f. % Heb. ix. 9 & 10. 

f There appears to be ao inaccuracy in our tranflation- 
of the verfe preceding this paffage. The *^ eight feuk 
were faved,*' not by, but from or through the wsiter ; and 
many tranflators render it in this fenfe. AMo^'the Greek 
word rendered ** figure*', is ^* mvnnMrtvy** and means an- 
titype ; which in this place gives a different idea of the 
meaning of the apoflle. 

II John iii. 5. § Calvin, Grotius, Piscator, &c. 
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the Holy Ghoft and with fire\ ;'' and wc fhould 
remember the explanation, which the evangelift 
himfelf gives of our Saviour's ufe of the word 
Water : ** This fpake he of the Spirit^ which they 
that believe on him (hould receive J." 

It is frequently faid, that Water Baptifm is ap- 
pointed as a fubftitute for Circumcifion. In 
anfwer to this, I would fir ft query, from what part 
of the New Teftanient can the appointment of one 
in (lead of the other be proved ? Can it be fup- 
pofed, that if our Saviour, or his apoftles, had con- 
fidered it in this point of view, that they would 
have given no intimation of it ? I apprehend that 
not a fingle text, which will bear fiich a conftruc* 
tion, can be produced. On the contrary, there are « 
very ftrong arguments to be brought againft thiS' 
fuppofition, from the epiftles of the apoftle Paul. 
He frequently fpeaks of circumcifion as being na 
longer a religious obligation. If Water Baptifm: 
was to have been its fubftitute, the occafion to 
mention it was almoft necefiary and unavoidable. 
Yet he is not only filent on the fubjeft of Waters 
Baptifm, as the fubftitute of Circumcifion ; but he 
even (hows what is its fubftitute. ^' He is pot » 
Jew which is one outwardly, neither is that cir- 
cumcifion which is outward in the flefti \ but he is^ 
a Jew which is one inwardly ; and circumcifion is 
that of the heart, in the ifxrit, and not in the 
letter ; whofe praife is not of men but of God*." 
In the epiftle to the Galatians, the apoftle writes 
nuich on the fubjeft of circumcifion, but never 

f Mat* iiL I !• \ Jphn vii. 39* * Rom. ii* 28 & 2f 
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mcntioQft any other fubftitute for it, than " Faitfi 
which worketh by love," and a*" new creaturef.** 

What has been faid refpefting Water Baptifm, 
is intended to apply to it, as it was originally ad- 
miniOrered by immerfion ; and in which manner, 
I conceive, if it be a religious obligation, it can only 
be rightly adminiftcred. But it is a fingularfad, 
that by far the greater number of the advocates 
for Water Baptifm, and thofe who are moft apt to 
reflet on us for laying it afide, never praftife it 
tiiemfelves ; but have fubftitutcd for it, the fprink- 
ling of a little water in the face of 'the perfon bap- 
tized ; and this they apply to infants more than 
to adults. Now this I think may, with confidence, 
be aflerted, that the Sprinkling of Infants is a- 
ceremony, which has neither precept nor example 
in the holy Scriptures ; all the arguments for it? 
being drawn from equivocal fuppoiitions. For 
any, therefore, to cenfure us for the difufe of 
Water Baptifm, who have themfelvcs laid afide the 
ufe of it, and fubftituted fomething elfein its ftead, 
is not a little extraordinary,— Which way foever 
it is adminiftered, it may be an innocent ceremony 
to thofe who confider it as a religious duty. 

But althoirgh this ceremony may be innocent in 
itfelf, th^c arc fome circumftances attending its* 
adminiftration, at leaft by the church pf England, 
which may be ferioufly injurious* To fay, after a 
child has pafied this ceremony ; " We yield thee 
hearty thanks, moft merciful Father^ that it hath 
pleafed thee to regenerate this infant with thj 

f Gal. r* 6. and ?i« 15. 
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Holy Spirit ; to receive him for thy own cfaitd by 
adoption ; and to incorporate him into thy holy 
church," is what, I think, neither reafon nor re^ 
veiation will fupport ^ and if it is ferioufly believedp 
muft lead thofe who have pafied through this 
ceremony, when they arrive to years of ^onfid^rar 
tion, to a very miftaken apprehenfion of their own 
ftate. 

Another part of this ceremony, and which 
xefults from adminidering it to infants, appears to 
%ne to be very objectionable. That which I allude 
to is, the engagement which thofe enter into, who 
become fureties for baptized children. In per- 
forming this ceremony, the prieft fays : '* This in« 
fant muft alfo faithfully, for his part, promife by 
you that are his fureties (until he come of age to 
take it upon him(elf), that he will renounce the 
devil and all his works, and conftantly believe 
God's Holy Word, and obediently keep his com- 
mandments. I demand, therefore, Dofl thou, in 
the name of this child, renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, 
with all covetous deiires of the fame, and the 
carnal defires of the flefli, fo that thou wilt not 
follow nor be led by them ? Anfwer, I renounce 
them ail.'' Now I appeal to thofe who are well 
acquainted with this practice, whether they who 
thus engage, do really perform their engagement. 
Does it clearly appear (as it certainly ought to do) 
that they always intend it when they make it i Is 
their own copdudl fuch as correfponds with the 
engagement, into which they have entered ? And 
do they afterwards follow up this engagement by 
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means adapted to the end ? Or, is not this iblemft 
covenant, which is attended With the moft folemn 
circamftances, often lightly entered into, and as^ 
lightly violated? Let thofe who are promoting a 
praftice, involving in it a conduft fo repugnant 
both to religion and morality, feriouily <onfidier 
what they are doing ; and then I believe they wiH 
fee this practice in an awful point of view ; and 
aot be very cenforious on us, for laying afide a 
ceremony, which we think we have good reafon to 
believe is not an eflential part of Chridianity ; and 
of which their own prance abundantly convinces 
us, that the abufe greatly exceeds the ufe. 

We are, however, fenfible, that the abufe of 
any thing, in - itfelf good and neceflary, is not a 
fuftcient reafon for its difufe, nor have I refted 
my arguments u^n it. It is now left to the feri- 
ous confideration of the reader^ whether Water 
Baptifm can be coniidered as an eilential of 
Chriftianity, or, whether it may not be regarded 
as one of thofe ** divers waihings,*' which were 
only temporarily impofed ; and which were gra- 
dually to vaniih away and ceafe ; ** Chrift being 
come, a high Pricft of gopd things to come, — by 
his own blood, entered once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us*:** 
Thus, " blotting out the hand-writing of ordinan- 
ces that was againft us, which was contrary to us, 
he took it out of the way, nailing it to his crofsf. 

After what has been faid on the fubjeA of re- 
ligious ceremonies in general, and on Baptifm in 

* Heb. ix.'ii & 12. f CoL ii. 14. 
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particular^ it may not be necdTary to add much oli 
what is called the Lt>rd's Supper. We admit that 
a ceremony^ under this name, was in ufe in the 
primitive church ; and moft probably arofe from 
the circumftances whidi occurred, when our bleiled 
Lord ate the laft paflbver with his difciples ^ but 
we do not think that thence an obUgation arifes 
upon Chriftians in geneml to retain this ceremony. 
It waS) like^aptifm, derived from a Jewiih cuftom; 
;md when that difpenfation was about to be fuper* 
feded by that of the gofpel> it appears (as has already 
been obferved) that this change was gradual, and 
the former difpenfation not wholly laid a£ide at 
once. Admitting therefore, as we do, all the cir- 
cumftances related on this fubje£t j we cannot con^ 
ceive, that a recommendation by Chrift, to his moft 
intimate friends and immediate followers, that in 
future, when they kept the paffover, they fhould 
have their dear Lord and Mafter particularly in 
rcmembrauce, does, cpnftitute an obligatiouLupon 
all thofe, that (hould hereafter believe on his^oamei 
To deiire them to eat that bread and drink that 
cup in remembrance of him, with this addition^ 
" as oft as ye drink it,"* is, we believq, a very in- 
fuiEcient foundation for the fuper&rudure which 
has been raifed upon it. 

It has already been remarked, that the walhing 
of one another's feet was ftrongly recommended 
by our bleffed Lord, and might, with at leaft equal 
propriety, be now enjoined as a religiousi obligation 
on CliriAians. It may be remembered, that our 

* I Cor. xi. a5» 
I 
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jLord, btviag -wa&ed ^e feet of Ub -dii^iples, aftieiv 
ivards addrefed them in this manner : *^ Know jt 
ivliat I have done unto yon ? Ye call me Mafier 
«id Lord, and — lb i iff&. If I, the«i, your Lord 
tad Mafter, have waited yvur feet, ye alio ought 
to walh one another's-f e'et : £w I have gfTeti you aa 
^eKampte, that ye &ould do as I have dcme to 
youf /' Can any thing fo dear, or fo pofitive, be 
produced in £sfevour of the Lord's Supper, or even 
■of Water fiaptifin ? nevertbeleis, we do not hear 
of this praSace, tims plainly enjoined, being re*- 
commended at tiiis day, at leaft by Preiteftaiits, as 
a Chriftian duty. And why ? Becaufe it is con^ 
•£dered, as we confider the others, of a loctd or 
^tempopary iiaiure. If a chuFich or congregation of 
Ckriftians can in one cafe, difpcnfe with the ufe of 
A reUgious cerem^iy, it certainly has the fame right 
to 4o "fo in another. The waihing of the feet was 
a mark of fammiUty, as the fupper was of love i and 
wkete the iihing iignified k fcfk and a£led upon, 
the emblem might, in our apprebeniion, be either 
of ed or difufbd, as Cbriitians may coafider mod 
' condttcive to the read advantage of the church. 
We believe, however, that retaining thcfe cere- 
monies has, in general, a tendency to fettle the 
minds of the profefibrs of Chriftianity in unnecef* 
iary forms; and to.prevott their aipiring fufiiciently 
ttfterthe praAice of real and vital Chriftimnty; 
The importance attached ^ this ceremony, we 
conceive, juftiiies our apprehenfions in this refpeft; 
ftnd the abufe which frequently attends ks ad^ 

t John xiii» 129 13, 14, 15. 
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minlfijtatieB, muft, we thmk^ in this ca£e» as im 
that of BaptiAny greatly exceed its ufe. We doubt 
901 tke fiiH:erity aod piety, with which this ceire^ 
mony is fre<|uently adoMaiftered and received; yet 
we conceive, that the true Lord^ Supj^r requires- 
90 fiich elementary medixikis as brea4 and wine 
for its participation ; but that it is the fame, and 
the qQalification to receive it the iame^ as is 
pointed out by this language to one of the^ 
churches : ^^ Behold^ I ftaad. at the door, and 
knock : if any man hear my voice, aid open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will (up withr. 
him, and he with me*.'^ This inward communis 
on, this fpiritual participation of the Lord's Sup- 
per, is that which we wilb to psomote the expe- 
rience of, among the profefibrs of Chriftianity ^ 
telieviB^ with the apoftk, that " the kingdom o^ 
God is not meat and drink ; but righteou&efs , 
imd peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft : for he 
that in thefe things /erveth Chrift, is acceptable- to 
God, and approved of men^f 

Our difient from the generality of Chriftians, 
on the fubjefijs of Water Baptism and the Supper^ 
and our difufe of thefe and other ceremonies, have 
brought upon, us much cenfure from our fellow 
Chriftians \ fame of whom have even denied m ^ 
right to that namcy conceiving that we could not 
he iiacere believers in Chrift. But our difufe of 
thefe ceremonies is fo far from proceeding from 
any infernr views of Chriftianity, that it arifes 
from our very high opinion of it; on which 

9 
' 1 

* Rev* ill* 20» f Rom* xiv* 17 5c 18. 
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ground we cannot reconcile thefe external rites to 
the fpirituality o( the goTpel'difpenfatioD. We 
believe in Chrift Jefus, the Saviour of men ; we 
believe that he has ** aboli(hed in his flefh, the 
enmity, even the law of commandments, contained 
tn ordinances*;" that '^ he wafhed us from our fins 
in his own bloodf;" and that he is *' our pailbver, 
who is facrificed for usj:."^ 
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CHAPTER VIL 

ON TH£ RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OP 
DAYS AND TIMES- 

Exemptioo from Cenfure datmed for their Non-obferTance« 
The Obfervance difapprovedby the ApoAle Paul.— -More 
iDJarioay than bcDeiicial to ReligioD, efpecially Feftitrals* 
Setting apart one Day in feven approved.— On pablic 
Faftsy &c.-— Conclufion from Rom. xiv« g^ &c. 

W E tnift that, both on this and the preceding 
fubjed, we may claioi that exemption from cenfure, 
which the apoftle granted to the church at Co« 
Jofle : *' Let no man judge you in meat or in drink, 
or in reipe£tof an holy-day, or of the new moon. 
Of of the Sabbath days, which are a fhadow of 
things to come ; but the body is of Chrift.J" 
By the law of Mofes, many days and times were 

* Eph. ii. 15. f Rev^ i. 5. % i Cor.y* 7* 

f Col ii. 16. 
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£ft ap9rt for the commesipratipn of vairiptts extras 
ordiB^i^y circumiUsceH a^ io^ other con£idera(iom 
ec^e^c4 wkh that diipenfation. Some of thefe 
vrtTCf, for a time, obiesved by the primitive Chri£» 
tians, efpeciallj hj the Jewiib conirerts, whofe at* 
lachffiMenit to their law (as has already been ob- 
fisrved), sot ^y indttced them to retain many of 
its cere«ionies, but alio to endeavour to impoie 
them on the Gentile Chriftiai^fi. This the ^o^le 
l^avl was particularly concerned to break thirough^ 
Md to aflert the freedom of the gofpel difpenianr 
Monji from thf obligation of thefe legal obfervaocesi^ 
md though he wiihed the believers not to j^dgfc 
one another, eithf r for ohfervi^, or not obferving 
days and ffimes ^ yet he coul^ i^ Vut confider it an 
unfavourable fymptom in the Galatiaqsj tha^c thejp 
&oqtd, after having Uid them aiide, return to the 
obfervance of them : ** How ^rn ye agala to the 
weak and bjcggarly elements, whereunto ye defire 
agsun to be in bondage ? Te obferve days, and 
a^onths, and tiroios, andyear^: I am afraid of yoii^. 
loft I have beftowed upon y€Hi Ubour in vain/'* 

U<defs thofe who sore in this practice, can prove 
fi^me ppmmand or injun jlion ^ ^ in the -Nevr 
Teftament, of ^ii^h I know pot any^ I conceive 
l^t little more need he faid on this ful^eA- If 
^y think the ohfervsm^e tends to promote piety 
3|nd viiftiieft we womld mit judge thofe v^ho a;ie 
inclined tp nuike thi^ .ufe of it : but I apprehend 
iftifi^ id^ of too much pubtie notorie^^ not to 
he »gkDPwie4g94* tMt c^bftrvances of this kind^. 

I 2 



I02 THE REtlGlOC-S OBSBRV'ANCE 

particularly the feftivals, are in general (6 conduft* 
ed as to promote diffipation and intemperance, 
much more than piety and virtue ; and, therefore^ 
m every point of view, we chink we arc wett 
warranted in laying fuch obfervances aiide. 

We however confider the fetting apart of one 
day in feven for cefiation from boGnef^, and for 
religious fervices, no more than areafonaUe duty; 
and we encourage the obfervance of it among our 
members. It has been our praftice from the 
commencement of our religious fociety ; and 
although we do not coniider the Firft (or any) day 
•f the week, as poflleiHng a fuperior degree of 
holinefs; yet we believe confiderable advantages 
to religion^ and virtue arife, not only from a proper 
dedication and employment of it^ but even from 
the imperfed obfervance^ withwhidi it is on the 
whole regarded. . 

We are alfb fenfible that the duties of humilia*- 
tion and thankfgtving are frequently incumbent 
upon us; yet^ from- the* conviftion that the 
quafification to perform thefe duties, ihould proceeds 
from a higher fource than mftn> we do not coniider 
It right to unite with thofe who fet apart particular 
times, and adopt fet: forms, for thefe purpofes. 
Befides this general reafon, the occafion is often 
fuch as we can^ by no- means, join- with. When 
war, or the fuccefles or defeats attendant upon itj 
are the occafion of public thankfgiving or humilia-^ 
tion, our fentiments^ on the inconfiftfcncy of war. 
with the fpirit of Chriftianity, prevent our uniting 
in prayer or praifes for viftories which, involve 
tbe deftrudion of our fellow-creatures ;, and hf 
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which, there is too much reafon to fear, manj 
fouls are fent unprepared into an awful eternity. 
By joining on thefe occafions, we conceive that 
we fhould a£b inconfif^ently with thofe peaceable 
principles which our blefled Lord has fa firongly 
inculcated, and which will be more particularly 
treated of in the following chapter. 

After giving thefe reafons for our diflent on 
this AibjeA, I ihall conclude with the words of 
the apofile Paul : ** One man efteemeth one day 
above another : another efteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully perfuaded in his 
own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardefth 
it to the Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day, 
to the Lord he doth not regard it.* — ** Let us not 
therefore judge one another any more : but judge 
this rather, that no man put a ftumbllng-bloch:, 
or an occafion to fall, in his brother's way."f 

* Ron. xif* 5, 6. f Ibid.. 1 3. . 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

ON OATHI^ ANI> WAR. 

Qnotatioos from Aifatu v. — Oaths^ unaeccfiary.tf>-«Ar:gaw 
mentsy ia Favour of them 9,QrwerecU<»^-A.r^mems iif 
Favoor of War aofwered. — ^Tbc CbrUUan RcUgioo' 
th< only Remedy for thU EjiK 

X £ have heard that it hath been iaid by tbiua^^ 
of old tioae^ Tboju fiialt not for&vear tbjffelf ; but 
ihalt perform unto the Lord thinie oaths : but I 
fay upto you> Swear not at all > neither bfy bea^ 
veil,, fojr it is God's throne ; nor by the earthy for 
it i$ his footftool — But let your conunonicatiQa b^ 
yea, yea ; nay, n^y ^ for wbatfoever is oaoiie tbap- 
thefe cometh of evil*" 

'^ Ye have heard that it hath'been fidd, An eye 
for an eye, and 9t tooth Cor a tCKiA; but*I fay unto 
you, that ye refift not evil. — Te have heard ^ that 
it hath been faid, Thou (halt love thy, neighbour 
and hate thine enemy : but I fay unto you. Love 
your enemies } blels them that curfe you i do 
good to them that hate you ; and pray for them- 
which defpitefully ufe you and perfecute you ; that 
ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven ; for he maketh hi» fun to rife on the evil 
and on the good ; and fendeth rain on the juft and 
on the unjuft/'* 

* Matt. V. 33,3 4, 35, 37, 38, 39, 43, 44, 45. 
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. After reciting thefe ftrong and unequivocal in- 
junAions of our divine Mafter, I have p^ufed to 
confider, whether I fhould fay a word more on 
the fubjeft of them ; their own force and pcrfpicu- 
ity feeming to require no comment. I fhall there- 
fore make none upon them ; but, after faying 
that upon thefe, and other fimilar pafiages in the 
fcriptures, we ground our teftimony againft oaths 
and war, {hall proceed to confider the objeAions 
that are made to the adoption of precepts fo clearly 
conveyed to us, and the practice of which would 
be attended with fo many benefits to mankind. 

With refpeft to oaths, the apparent neceffity- of 
them is fo fmall, and their real injury fo great, by 
profaning the facred name, that, it is prefumed, 
very few religioufly-minded people will be difpofed 
to plead in their favour : and, indee'd,' it appears 
to me difficult to find an obje£):ion of any import- 
ance, to laying them wholly afide. 

The principal arguments ufed by thofe who are 
difpofed to plead for them, muft however be con- 
iidered. One of thefe is, that the Almighty is 
fometimes faid, in fcripture, to make ufe of an oath. 
To this it may be anfwered, that the Almighty 
could not fwear as man fwears, there being none 
greater than himfelf to whom he could appeal ; or 
to whom he was amenable for the truth of his de- 
claration « Befides which, we apprehend, that 
what he might do, as fovereign Lord, may not he 
proper for us to do as dependent creatures, whofe 
higheft perfeAion is obedience to his will ; which 
being exprefsly revealed to us in this inftance by 
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bk i)€lo«ed Sk^iv ous €>bv4oas dutj b to comply 
with it. 

AsfO^ier argumem im fia.vour o£ ^Rearing before 
ixiagjftrate$, is advanced from the civcumftaace o£ 
our Lord's being fiient before the high priefl^ imtll 
be adjured bim by the living God. That the highr 
prieft intended formally to adsrinifter a judicial- 
oath to our'SaviouTt is what, I apprehend, the 
context will not fnpport. It rather appears, that^ 
Cai^ihasi being irritated by our Lord's filence,. 
made u& of this exprefSon in the violence of lu& 
temper, and not in a judicial capacity^ and luitil the* 
letter can be proved, our Lord's fimple repljr 
^' Thoa haft iaid^"* in np clegjKee partakes of the 
mtture of an oatl^ 

A third aifguoKfit in faiKMBir of the ufe of oalhsy 
ia drawn from feme expreffions. of the apoftki 
Pa«d } as, ** God is my witnefs j''f ~ ** I chasga thea 
before 6od/'| &q. Thcfe, and other fimilar exp 
preffiottS) do not| however, appear to conftitole an 
oath} nor would tbey be admitted as iuch i^ a, 
court of judicature* In^ the beginning of our 
fociety, fuch expreffions were fometimes offered to 
magiftrates,.inftead of an oath, but always refufed.^ 
Befides, if ihei^ words of the apoftle aie to he coa^ 
fidered as oaths;, they would prove too much, by 

* Matt. xx?u 64. t BiQnu i« 9* i 2 Tinuw. 1.. 

§ Thei €rft i^maiiaa'gnMfttedrto 001; (acieiy ioftead el. 
«Ei OdUth» WW a decianiioa ^ in the pfeftooer of A^miflH 
t^ God.'^ But tbis HOC a&cdkig wmtxSai reiief» tbek^ . 
^iKttre afeerw?rd3 icMkil|cd as with the prefem fonii of: 
atteftattoo, ia which there is no u£b of the (acred Name* 



&owing'that be ufed tbem in private eorrdpondi- 
cncc or commmiication ', which thofc who pkad 
A)r jodicial iwearingjv agree our Lord meant to 
{ftrahfbit by the comosand, " Swear not at all." 

Some bsrve aHb argued in favour of judicial 
fwearing from an allufion to it in the epiftle to the 
Hebrews, cbap. vu i6. But itirdy the incidental 
mention of a general praftice ansong ** men," is not 
■» fufEcient argnment for the rcftitude of that prac- 
tice; nor aprooffbmt itwas allowed by Chriftians^ 
who^ in con^parifon with the reft of mankind^ 
were then few in number. 

It mtey perhaps be ftill argued, that the ends of 
jufticc could not be anfwcrcd without an oath, 'to 
this it m^ be replied, that if the fame penalty 
were annexed to a falfe affirmation as to a falfe 
^}sth, thoft whofe confcieRces* are not lufficiently 
tender to preferve them from giving a falfe affir- 
mation, would iind, in the penalty, as much terror 
from offending agatnft one, as againft the other. 

It has (as before obferved) been alleged by 
fome, that this prohibition of oaths relates only to • 
common converfation ; but the context will by no 
means fupport this construdbn, as will appear 
from the following confiderations. ' Firft, Profane 
(wearing was prohibited under the law, and it is 
evident that Chrifi was forbidding what the law 
had allowed. Secondly, Swearing is here contra^ 
ted with forfwearing or falfe fwearing. Now this 
being contrary to the law, urtiether before a magif- 
trtte, or in private converfation, the command not 
to fwear at all muft be equally extenfive. Our. 
conflru^ion of the command of Chrift is further 
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confirmed by the exhortation of his difdple and 
apostle James : ^^ Above all things, my brethren^ 
fwear not ; neither by heaven, neither by earth, 
neither by any other path : but let your yea be yea, 
.and your nay, nay ; lest ye fall into condemna* 
tion."* 

We come now to the arguments ufed in defence 
of war, the principal of which I apprehend to be, 
that it is unavoidable and necefTary. Whilst man- 
kind are difpofed to live under the influence 
<^f their paflions, and to facriBce their dearest inte- 
rests to their avarice, or to their ambition, this plea 
will not be wanting. But let us confider. what 
proofs have been given, that war is really unavoid- 
able. Has any nation fairly made the experiment, 
and failed ? Where is the country that has regula- 
ted its conduA by that justice, that liberality, that 
love, that humility, and that meeknefs, which 
Christianity requires, and yet has found war una- 
voidable ?. Can we contemplate the -characters of 
the individuals,, who have compofed the rulers of 
nations, and fay, that fuch have been the difpoii- 
tions which regulated their public^ and private con- 
duOi i and that ilill they have not been able to pre- 
ferve their country from war and bloodfhed ? Till 
all this can be clearly proved, the argument from 
neceffity is of no weight. But, that I may not be 
thought to reafon chimerically, I (hall {how that 
a people have exifted, who afling upon thefe 
Chriftian principles, preferved their country from 
war and bloodihed, even while their neighbours 

* James v. 12. 



OATHS AND WAR. I«9 

Were friequently involved in them. PennfylvanSa, 
it is genwally Icnown, was originally the property 
of one called a Quaker, who filled itioft ofthe offi- 
ces of the government with perfons of his own per- 
fliafion. Had not the conduft of this people to- 
wards their neighbours, both Indians and Europe- 
ans, been recorded by men totally unconnefted 
with the focicty, ipy relation might appear partial 
and intereAed ; but history, impartial hiftory^ has 
tranfmitted the conduct of this people to pofterity in 
fuch a manner, as renders it unnecelFaryfor me to fay 
more, than that, fo long as they retained their afcen- 
dancy in the ftate, which was about fixty or feventy 
years, neither internal nor external War was permit- 
ted to difturb their peaceful habitations. We do 
not fay that occaiions of difference never occurred : 
but other means of fettling their differences, than 
thofe generally reforted to, were purfued 5 and, if 
not found fuccefsfiil, fubmifEon was wifely prefer- 
red to the precarious and violent decifion of the 
fword. — If it cannot be (hown that men, living and 
a^iRg in a truly Chriftian fpirit, have found war to 
be neceffary and unavoidable, the argument affum- 
ed muft be confidered as deftitute of foundation. 

Great pains are taken to make a diftin£tion be- 
twixt offenfive, and defenfive war ; and whilfl the 
former is generally reprobated, the latter meets 
with many advocates. It muft, I fuppofe, be ad- 
mitted, that in almoft every war, both parties pro- 
fefs to aft on the principle of defence : and where 
js the criterion which accurately determines the dif- 
ference ? But fuppofing an extreme cafe, and that 
without any provocation, one man, or one nation, is 

K 
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atcaicked by anoth/^r, is there no depaadeoce ,C<i W 
placed on a fiiperioteading Providence ? and have 
rjetigion Ibd virtue no refiMirces but in the arm of 
fleih i Were our minds brought into a true Cbrif- 
tiaa ftate, the peoteftion of Divine Provideiu:e 
would be humbly and fafely relied upon : fo £uv 
at leaft, as to prevent us from, feeking redreis, by 
means doftru^ive of the lives of ouiwfellow-croa* 
tMres. 

Such Js the natural ftate of mankind, that ^* of- 
fences muft needs come ;" but it ought to be re- 
memberedf that ^* woe is t^ himy by whom the of* 
fence cometh.'^ Were thofe difpofitionsi recofl> 
mended by our bleflM Lcnrd, cherifhed by that 
which confiders itfelf the offended party, it would 
fpgn appear^ that war is not fo necefiary and una^ 
voidable, as it is by many ima^ned. 

If found policy were adopted, it would unite 
with true Chriftianity in eradicating this difl;reiBng 
ev^. Can any thing in this world compenj&te for 
the deflation and nufery, which war occa&ms in 
the earth ? And when, to the lofs of life and prot 
perty, with almcift all worldly comforts, b added 
the. ftill more impcMrtant lofs, which religion and- 
virtue fuftain from a ftate of war, and from the 
military life in .general, it is difficult to cpncetve 
lipw i9en, who really have what they think the 
gpod of their country at heart, and. who alio con^ 
fider themfrivses entitled to the denomtnation of - 
ChriftiSms, can promote a prafliqe, which ispro- 
duAive of fo many, both natural and moral evils. 
In contemplating this diftref&ng iiiibjedt, we find it 
neceflary to have recourse to that Clvr^ian charity, '- 
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whfdi it ts our duty to extend to thofe who difier 
from us in pr'mdpie and pra<£):ke. I wifliy hovr- 
iver, for myfelf and ny fellow profeflbm, that we 
niay faithfully maintain our priticiples on this fut>- 
jeA^ being at the fame time careful to fupport the 
dodriiie of peace, in the fpirit of peace : then we 
may be made instrumental in promising the in- 
creafe of the government of the Son of God, 
whofe introduAion into this world was announted 
by an angel, accompanied " #llh a multitude of 
the heaveidy host, pr^iifiDg God, and' faying, G^ory 
to .God m the highest, and o^ earth pe&ce, good* 
willtowards men,'*^ 

There ire a few Brgomeats brou^t forward ift 
Awoar of WMT, from fome pflffitges m the Kew Tef- 
tament,. which it will be proper to c&tilMtt. Od 
diefe, ^le prind|Md «one 4s, tlie iflEpi^flton of otir 
Ijord to hiB disciples : *^He that hath no fword, 
let bbn fell his garment afnd buy (Me.^f This p$fi 
iage is ^genevaHy coiftiiderod To be c^ doubt(tilfigiii«- 
ficatioQ ; and fome,$ wbo do not agiee Wkh us in 
oar fentbnents ^n war, confiAer this elqpreffion of 
our Lord as attegovic^^ WtMk \be diiciples i^- 
plied, ^' Here «re two fw^ds," he gave this ffliort 
osifwer, ^*It is enoog^"$ This feems to imply 
that tktj'did avot jMderstnnd kb taealiiiig ; for iif 
be had intended tht eKteroal Iword, )iow toulft 
two befit£5(cknt for Ac ttosiberdf tiie - dtfelphtft, 
and «t 4t tf«s4 urtMm^ they were abMt to be att«icke4 

* Irtdccii* I3«nd 14. f lbtd.«iiL 56. 

% See Dr. Edwards on the Style» Sce» of the Scrip- 
tar*» p. 4^ $ Xtlke xxii» ^S* 
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by a multitude, that canie out, as against a thief, 
with fwords and staves. But what feems clearly 
to fhow that our Saviour did not intend to recom- 
mend the ufe cf the fword in a literal fenfe, is the 
circumftance which occurred very foon after he 
had ufed the expreffion under confideration : for 
we find, that when Peter, on the very fame day, 
made ufe of a fword in defence of his mafter he 
was reproved by him in this manner : " Put up 
again thy fword into his place $ for all they that 
taVjK the fword, fhall periih with the fword^"* It 
may alfo be added, that it was on the fame, or the 
fucceeding day, that our Lord faid to Pilate, " My 
kingdom is not of this world, if my kingdom 
were of this world, ^hen would my fervahts fight, 
that I ihould not be delivered to the Jcws.'^f Now 
when thefe important and concurring circumftan* 
ces are confidered, can it be fuppofed, that our 
Lord intended to recommend to his difciples the 
ufe of the fword, either in defence of him, or them- 
felves, or on any other occafion ? 

Another circumftance brought forward as an 
argument in favour of war, is the conVerfion of 
Corneliu5,:|: a centurion in the Roman army, and no 
account given of his having reiinquiihed a milita- 
ry life. As we have not any further account 
of this piops centuricm, than that of his converfion, 
and the . circumftances attending it, no argument 
of any weight can be drawn from this relatibn* 
£U>me ancient writer,? inform us, that the primitive 
Chriftians did not fight ; and we may therefore 

* Mat. xxvi. 52. t Joho xviii* 36. if A€ll x 
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reafonably fuppofe, that if the centuvon continued 
firm in his attachment to the Chriftian religion, he 
abandoned his military life. At any rate, the fi- 
knce of the facred hiftorian cannot, with proprie- 
iy, be brought forward as an argument in fupport 
of war ; or as (howing it to be confident with the 
Chriftian diipenfation. 

It is further argued, that the expreiion of the 
apoftle Paul, who fays refpeAing the magiftrate, 
** He beareth not the fword in vain,'' f is an implied 
acknowledgment of the propriety, of ufing the 
fword in a military manner. This argument, I 
conceive, arifes from a misapplication of the paflage.. 
The fword here alluded to, we have reafon to fup- 
p^Te, was only an emblem of civil, power. We 
are informed that one of the chief magiftrates in 
Rome (and it is to the Romans the apoftle ufeth 
this exprefBon) had a fword hung up in his court, 
as an emblem of his power ;^ and we know that 
in this country, efpecially in corporate towns, the 
chief magiftrates have a fword borne before them 
on particular occafions, as an emblem of office. 
But if the fword was even nfed in die punifliment 
of ofienders, it wo»!d be no fair argument in fa*- 
vour of ufing it for the purpofes of war, and thofe 
devaftations attendant on this lamentable evil. . 

Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are the arguments ufed 
by many in fupport of an evil, which, in its confe- 
quences, fiiocks humanity, deftroys morality, weak* 
ens the influence of re|jgion, and entails on man- 

f Rom* xiii* 4. 
* See Godwin's Ronum Antiqaities^ p. 164* 
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mferies jncsdcubble and indefer ibable. Were * 
ihe ingesniity of man as much exercifed to pat aa 
etxd tp Ibis calamity, as lus ambition is to fupport 
it» we ihotild foon find the benefits refulting from 
this difpofition. But it is rdigion) it is the ChriT* 
imi xdigiooy which aloae provides an adequate re- 
medy for this malignant diforder ; and when 
mankind are wiling to receive it, in the love^ the 
meeknefs, and the humility, which its divine au- 
thor, inculcated, this with other fimilar prediflions 
re%>e^g him wM be fulfilled : '* He ihadl judge 
among the natkms, and work convifkicHi* imoag 
* OKmy people.: and they ihall beat their fwords in* 
to pWttgh^fhares, and their fpears into pruning 
hooks : . nation ibaU not lift up fword againft fA- 
lion<$ neither fliaU they lussuaok war any morcff 

* See Liowth's Tranflauon of IbiA. 
'f lb* ii*4* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ON AMUSEMENTS. 

Crcoeral Remarlu on AmQicments.—- Rules <r€j|^ofttDg 
them*—- DaBciDg and Mi}fic«-«-Neceffity of ^perly 
tmgalmng Amufemaats for Yo»tii«*"-JPfopi9ety of 
. amding Temputioos* 

X HE little benefit, 9nd great inj«iiy, ivhsdi at- 
tend moft of thofe enjojrmenis, thH fp sunder the 
4iame of amufements, have induced us to brag 
tfaeni into lefs compafs, than the generalitj of 
Chriftians do : not that we are averfe iN> fuch i«-* 
hxations from bodily or mental exercile, as become 
rational beings, and true Chriftiaas : bui the ce- 
pugnancy of a great part of thofi; ploifiiret to m- 
ligion and virtue, and the avidity with which tiiey 
are purfued, are caufes of ibrrow to tbo£b who 
have at heart the real interefts, temporal and ipi- 
ritual^ of their fellow creatures. 

There are three rules relating to amuicoafeiitSj 
by which our conduA ihould be regulated. 

I. — ^To avoid all*thoie which tend needkisly to 
opprefs and injure any part of the animal creation. 
Of this clafs are cock<^fightjng aiyi horfe-caciag ; 
alfo hunting, &c. when engaged in for diverfion 
and pleafure. 

2* — ^To abftain from fuch as are comiefied with 
a fpirit of hazardous enterprise ; by whtdi die 
property and temporal happineis of individuals aad 
families^ are often made to depend on the moil 
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precarious circumftances ; and the gain of one fre- 
quently entails mifery on many. Of this clais are 
all games in which property is ftaked. 

3.— To avoid fuch as expofe us to unneceflary 
temptations, with refpeft to our virtue ; or which 
diffipate the mind, fo as to render a return to civil 
and religious duties ungrateful. Of this kind, f^age 
entertainments are peculiarly to be avoided ; with 
various other places of public amufements, which 
have a tendency to corrupt the heart, or to alienate 
it from th6 love and fear of God. 

The amufements of dancing and mufic, we 
think^ alfo come within this clafs. It may be al- 
leged, that thefe might be prafttfed in fuch a man- 
ner, as not to fall under the definition given. Our 
focietf, however, thinks it right to abdain from 
thofe amufements ; both becaufe of their frequent 
connexion with places and circumstances, which 
are highly objectionable ; and becaufe we conceive 
they can fcarcely be entered into, without an im- 
proper employment of that time which we are re- 
quired not to waste, but to pafs in fear, and to 
; redeem. 

Were our minds rightly regulated,^ and our af- 
feAions fet on things above, ^ery little, which is 
called amufement, would be thought neceflary for 
thofe who are ^arrived at mature age. With re- 
fpeA to youth, it peculiarly behoves thofe who 
have the care of them, to fee that fuch amufe- 
ments only be adopted, as may not prove injurious 
to their religion or virtue ; but which may tend to 
promote their pofleffing a found mind in a found 
body* Were amufements thus reftrained and re- 
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gulated, great would be the benefit arifing from 
fuch reftri£tions : but when we fee how ardently 
many, not only of the youth, but even of thofe 
who are conliderably advanced in years, ru(h into 
difGpatmg and corrupting pleafures, it is not to be 
wondered at, that vice and irreligion fliould pre- 
vail to an alarming degree. 

We ought ever to retain a fenfe of our own 
weaknefs, and of our aptitude to fall into tempta- 
tions, when they are preiented to us. Were we 
properly concerned for our own moft important 
interefV, that of our immortal fouls, this fenfe 
would lead us to avoid, and not to run into temp<^ 
tation. How much thofe amufements are either 
evils themfelvesi or temptations to evil, it cannot 
be neceflary to point out at large to thofe who ex- 
ercif<; ferious refieAion. How neceflary is it, there- 
fore, to attend to the apoflolic exhortation : '' Sec 
then that ye walk circumfpeftly, not as fools, but 
as wife, redeeming the time, becaufe the days are 
evil."* 

* Ephef. V. 15, 16. 
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ON DRESS AND ADDRESS. 

Our Pnnciple for regoladag Drefs^^-^Scripture Faflages 
in Support of it^-^An objection anfwcred.— NoD-con- ' 
formity to the World to be united with ^ Transfor- '. 
mation of the Mind.-— Oar peculiaritiea of Addrefs 

. fupportedby R^afon, by Propriety, and by Religion.^ 
'R-eafon for trot takiog off the Hat.— Cuftom too much 
followed by Chrifttans* 

\^N tbc firft of thefe £ub)eAs, our priucipk is» to 
let decency, tatilityj and iicnplicity, be ourprioQipal 
guides; and not tx) conform -to the cbangeabl^ 
fafliions of a vain and flu£luating world; thcm^h. 
we occaiionally adopt alterations, which aj^eair 
convenient or ufeful. This is a principles the pro* 
priety of which, I apprehend, no one willdeiiyj 
and it is eafy to fuppofe, that fuch a rule muft. 
make thofe who adopt it^ generally fingular in their 
appearance. It is not, however, for the fake of 
fingularity, that we appear different from others ; 
yet we have reafon to believe, that even this fin- 
gularity is not without its ufe. It is, in fome re- 
fpefb, like a hedge about us ; which, though it 
does not make the ground it inclofes rich and 
fruitful, yet frequently prevents thofe intrufions, 
by which the labour of the huft>andman is injured 
or deftroyed. 

The conduct which we adopted in this i«- 
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fpcA. is fttppoffsted b^ many paflagcs in boljr^mt* 
^* Be not conformed: to this.trorid ^ but be ye tnnis«' 
formed bj tfae renewing of yonr mind*,^' was the 
advice of the apoiUe to tfae Chriftiani» mho dwelt 
at the feat of Roman grandeur and luxury ; and ^ 
a. uine, wbea^iis grandeur and Inxury had attained. 
to their gxeateft hd^bt. As tfae female fee has 
g^ocrally been accounted noft prone to excefies of 
this ktndy the. apoftles in writing on this fubjeft, 
have more pardcukurly addrefied their advkes to 
them i thta Paul £iys» *' I will'— ^hat women 
adorn themielvcs with modeft apparel; with fbame- 
facedheft and fobriety ; not with broidercd hair^ 
or gold, or pearls^ or co^ array,, but, which be^ 
cometh women profeffing gpdlinefs, with good 
worksf." The advice of Peter on the fame fubjeAi 
is to fimtlar to this, that I apprehend it needlefs to 
repeat it here. See i Peter, ch. iii« v. 3. 

It. has been objeded to us^ that we conneft re- 
ligion too nsiuch with dreis. This, I conceive, 
allies from a mifapprehenfion of our principles. 
We coniider fimplicity of apparel, and a non-con-» 
formity to vain fiifiiions^ as a moral virtue, in the 
fame manner^ though, not to the fame degree, as 
we do temperance and fobriety. In theie it is 
poffible a man may be ^very exemplary, and yet be 
aifaranger to true reUgion : but, becaufe this man 
wants that which fliould be the moving ipring o{ 
all our good aAions, and perhaps, in feme othtr 
parts of condufi,. is even deficient in morali^, no 
one, ibrely^ would recommend fuch a man to lay 

^ Rom.xii. a. f 1 Tim* iiv 9, 10. 
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afide that part of ' moral condu£t, which he is al« 
ready in the praftice of. Thus it is with our ap- 
parel. We need not lay afide what is right in one 
part of our praAice, 4>ecaure we are not thought, 
or do not think ourfelves, right in evefy things 
A man's pretenfion to religion or virtue, fhould not 
be eftimated from the plainnefs of his drefs, and 
outward appearance, any more than from his pos-' 
feffing fome other moral virtues, into which true 
religion would, no doubt, lead him. 

It is, however, liighly important to us, to main- 
tain fomething more than the form of godlineis ; 
and whilft we avoid a conformity to this world, to 
be careful to feek after that divine power, which 
will enable us to fulfil the other part of the exhor- 
tation : " Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfeft will of God*." Thus, 
having our minds and conduA rightly regulated, 
we (hall fulfil another important apoftolic iVijunc- 
tion : ^* Let not then your good be evil fpoken 

off." 

hi our addrefs alfo there are fome peculiarities, 
which it will be proper to explain ; as, our ufing 
the Angular number iii fpeaking to a fingle perfon ; 
our difufe of the appellation of mafter, miftrefs, 
&c. in a complimentary manner, to thofe who &6 
not ftand in thefe relations to us ; and our calling 
the .months and days of the week by their numeri- 
cal names, inft'ead of thofe which are derived from 
the heathen deities, &c. From thefe, and other 

* Rom.xii. 2. f Ibid. xiv. 16. 
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Erroneous and corrupt pra£lices> the Spirit of truth,' 
m which we profefs to believe^ as guiding into all 
truth, led our predeceflbrs in religious profeiHon ; 
and, we believe, ftill leads us as we faithfully follow 
it. Our condud in thefe refpefts is fo well fu'p- 
pprted by the pra£tices mentioned in holy writ, as 
well as by the iimplicity and reafonablenefs of it, 
that I apprehend none will deny the propriety, 
liven if they will not allow the ncceffity, of it. 

The origin of applying the plural number to 
an individual, and of giving complimentary titles 
to one another, will, I fuppofe, be acknowledged, 
by thofe who have traced thefe things to their 
fource, to have been vanity or pride. Befides this 
confideration, our praAice* of ufing the iingular 
number to a fingle perfon, and of calling one an- 
other by the proper name, is both more correft 
and more perfpicuous. This is alfo the cafe with 
refpeft to our names of days and months. Never- 
thelefs^ it is not by reafon and propriety alone, that 
our conduct in thefe things may be fupported. 
Religion, if an attention to the practice and precepts 
recorded in the holy Scriptures has a claim to the 
name of religion, alfo juftifies our conduft. It 
was, no doubt, in allufion to the complimentary, 
and not to the proper, ufe of the appellations of 
Rabbi, Father, and Mafter, that our Lord prohibit- 
ed the practice ainong his followers. Speaking 
of the difpofition of the Scribes and Pharlfees, he 
fays, " they love the uppermoft rooms at feafts, 
and the chief feats in the fynagogues, and greetings 
in the markets^ and to be called of men, Rabbi, 
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Rabbi.*** Then addreffing himfclf " to the 
multitude and to his difciples/' he adds : '* But 
be not ye called of men. Rabbi : for one is your 
mafter, even Chrift ; and all ye are brethren. 
And call no man your father upon earth : for one 
js your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be 
ye called mafters : for one is your Mafter, even 
Chriftf.'* The following expreffions of Elihu, a 
pious young man mentioned in the book of Job, 
are alfo applicable to our prefent purpofe : ** Let 
me not, I pray you, accept apy man's perfon ; 
neither . let me give flattering titles unto man : 
for I know not to give flattering titles : in fo dping, 
my Maker would foon take me away."| 

With refpe£t to the* ufe of the Angular number 
to a Angle perfon, it is the uniform pra£lice in the 
holy Scriptures y and indeed in all other writings, 
to a period of time long pofterior to the Scriptures. 
It is not, therefore, to be expefted, that any allu* 
fion to a contrary pradlice ihoidd be mentioned 
in them. We think however, that we may confi* 
der our conduct, in this refpeA, confident with 
that " form of found words/*§ recommended by 
Paul to Timothy. 

The giving of the names of heathen deities, 
&c. to days and months, is not only inconfiftent 
with " the form of found words" juft mentioned ; 
but aMb contrary to the fpirit of the injunction 
given to the Ifraelites, as a prefervative from con- 
taminating themfelves with idolatry : " In all 

♦ Matt, xxii j. 6, 7. f Ibid. 8, 9, i o. 

If. Job^xxxii, 2J, 22. § 2 Tim. i. 15. 
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things that I have faid unto you, be circumfpeft : 
and make no mention of the name of other gods ; 
neither let it be heard out of 'thy mouth/'** It 
may alfo be remembered, that when the reforma- 
tion of the Jews was foretold by the prophets, thefc 
amongft other things, were ftated as a part : ** I 
will take the name of Baalim out of her mouth ;"f 
" Livill turn to the people a pure language ;":|: and 
** I will cut off the names of the idols out of the 
land, and they (hall no more be remembered."} 

There is another peculiarity in our conduft, on 
which it may be proper to fay a few words. Our 
refufal to take offthe hat, as a mark of refpeA to 
man, is generally known. The reafon for this is, 
that it is a token of reverence enjoined and ufed in 
oar folemn approaches to the Supreme Being,when 
exerciiing the religious duties of preaching or prayer. 
On this account, and not from any difrefpeft to 
our fuperiors, we think it right not to confound 
this folemn aft of reverence to the Almighty, with 
the marks of refpeft to our fellow creatures. True 
civility and due refpeft may be better fhown by 
conduft, than by compliment ; and we are far 
from defiring to difmiss thofe focial duties from 
our attention and regard. 

Many are apt to plead general cuftom, as a fanc- 
tion to praftices, which, were they impartially ex- 
amined, would be acknowledged to be erroneous 
and improper : and it is to be regretted, that th« 

* Exod. xxiii. 13. 
a See alfo Deut. xii. 2. Jofhua xxiii. 7. Pfalm xvi. 4. 
f Hofeaii. 1 7. j: Zeph. ili. 9. § Zech. xiii. 2* 
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profeflbrs of Chriftianity fliould retain fo much 
that is inconfiftent with its purity and fimplicity. 
If thefc things cannot be ftiled ^* the weightier 
matters of the law,'** and we allow they cannot ; 
yet we believe they may be confidered as the ex- 
ternals of religion, and as things which we *' ought 
not to leave undone/* 



CHAPTER. XL 

ON CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

' Peaceablenefs of our Principles a Security to Govcru- 
raent. — Duties of Subjcdls. — Suffering peaceably fub- 
mitted to, when adlive Compliance cannot beconfci- 
cntioufly rendered. — Civil and religious Liberty valu* 
ed and how beft fupported. 

X HE peaceablenefs of bur principles, when ap- 
plied even to enemies, affords a ftrong fccurity to 
any government under which we live, that wc 
cannot unite in any praftices, that may either in- 
jure or fubvert it. The confidcration of this cir- 
cumftancc, attended with a correfpondent conduft, 
has probably been the, means of obtaining indul- 
gences for fome of our principles, which are con- 
trary to general "laws. Several of thefe principles 
are fuch as generally exclude us from becoming 
a conftituent part of government : wliat we have 
therefore to coniider are the duties of fubjefts. 

* Matt, xxiii. 23* 
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Thefe duties are clearly defined in the New Tef- 
tament ; and under circumftances which render 
this definition peculiarly ftroi^. — ^When they were 
enjoined, the primitive Chriftiaos were frequently 
under perfecution ; the goverAment at that time 
was of a kind which is generally confidcred the 
worft, and in the hands of the worft of men 5 ne- 
vcrthelefs, we fee no encouragement given to any 
thing like fedition or refiftance. 'On the contrary, 
the believers in Chrift were taught to.** be fubje£t 
unto the higher powers,"* ** to obey magiftrates,"f 
and to *' fubmit to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's fake. — As free, and not ufing your liberty 
for a cloak of malicioufnefs, but as the fervants of 
God/'J Thefe are the principles on which our So- 
ciety, as a body, have uniformly afted, as may be 
feen by the^ advices given on this fubjeft,' and from 
which the following is extrafted. " We truft we 
are called to (how forth to the world, in life and 
praftice, that the blcfled reign of the Mefliah, the 
Prince of Peace, is begun 5 and we doubt not but 
it will proceed, till it attain its completion in the 
earth, when, according to the prophecies of Ifaiah 
and Micah, *^ nation fhall not lift up fword againft 
nation •, neither fhall they learn war any more." 
Influenced by thefe principles, we cannot confift- 
ently join with fuch as form combinations of a hof^ 
tile nature againft any ; much lefs in oppofition to 
thofe, placed in fovereign or fubordinate authority ; 
nor can we unite with, or encourage, fuch as re- 
vile and afpcrfe them : for it is written, " Thou 

* Rom. xiii. r. f Tiiusiii. I* J 1 Pet. ii. 13, 16 
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jhalt not fpeak evil of the ruler of thy people/'-*- 
Yearly Meeting's printed epiftle, 1775- / 

Bnt whilft we think it right to put in pradice 
the advices, given to the primitive Chriftians on 
this fubjeA, we ard, as they were, under circunw 
fiances, which fometimes prevent us from actively 
complying with what the laws of the country re^ 
quire. Neverthelefs, we fubmit to the law, by 
fuffering the peaceable execution of it, in cafes iik 
which we cannot a^vely comply. There are du* 
ties which we owe to our confciences and to God^ 
with which human power cannot difpenfe, and of 
which it is dot a competent judge. Confcience is 
God s prerogative ; and when it is neither ufed as 
a cloak of malicioufnefs, nor abufed to the dis- 
turbance of the public peace, it ought to be fully 
free. Ou^ Society in this country,* though under 
fome circumflances which bear rather hard upon it, 
has abundant cauie for gratitude to the government 
for the favours we enjoy ; and it is to be hoped^ 
that we fhall always conduct ourfelvcs fo, as to me- 
rit the continuance, and even the extenfion of 
them ; " being obliged to demean ourfelvcs, not 
only as a grateful people, but as a Chriftian fociety, 
to live peaceably and inofFenfively under the prc- 
fcnt government, as we have ahvays done, under 
the various revolutions of government, ever fincc 
we were a people/* — Yearly Meeting's written 
cpiftle, 1692. 

But, tiotwithftanding our peaceable and fubmit 
five principles, in relation to thofe who are placed 
in authority over us, we are far from being infenfi- 
ble to the value of civil and religious liberty. When 

* England. 
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• I 

ihcTe are Tiolated^rsoe think it right to reprefent 
oar grievances tQ.thofe wb0 bpprefs us^ or who 
have it in their pow^ to aflFord relief. If this be 
done in a Chriftian fpirit, and in a language re- 
fpedtfully ftrong,:it iirould be found, in general, a 
much more fuccefsfirij and always a more proper^ 
•means of obtaining redrefs, than fcditious and tur- 
bulent proceedings^ or thofe bloody appeals to the 
iwordy to which mankind are too apt to refort, as 
the rdief of oppreffion^ or the gradificatioxi of re- 
irenge. --. : 



« '\ 



CHAPTER XII. 

ON discipline: 

I 

Neceffity of Dircipline in r^ieipus Societies.— ->Objec* 
tions to it anfwered. — Obje^HR our Difcipline enu- 
merated. — Different Meetings in which the Difcipline 
is tranfadled.— importance of tranfacSting it in a right 
Spirit* • 

\V HATEVER may be the inducement of any 
people to form themfelves into a feparate fociety, 
it muft be on fome principles which they aflume, 
and on the prefervation of which, their continu- 
ance as a particular fociety, mu(l, in a great mea- 
fure, depend. It is alfo the duty of every fociety, 
formed upon religious principles, to fupport good 
morals, without which its pretenfions to religion • 
are vain. Thefe two coniiderations render: difci- 
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f 

plinci in a religious fcfciety, necefiary to its reputa- 
ble exidence ; and \^hen they are not attended to^ 
confufion and difgrace mafl be produced. Howe- 
ver excellent any of Our religious principles may be, 
we who profefs them are ail frail and fallible. Wc 
are all by nature prone to evil : and if we have 
even experienced fome degree of redemption from 
the ftate of fallen nature, we are ftill liable, with- 
out watchfulnefs, to fall or to be drawn afide in 
principle or pra6tice. Hence we find, in all relU 
gious focieties, thofe who are a difcredit to their 
profeiGon *, and we are far from confidering our- 
felves free from fuch difreputable members. But^ 
in order to remedy this evil, as much as pof&ble, 
we have* a difcipline eftablifhed amongft us ; the 
firft objcdt of which is, to labour in gofpel love, 
and by private advice, for the reformation of thofe 
who walk diforderly ; and if this cannot be affected, 
and the nature of the cafe require it, to difown 
fuch perfons as members of our Society. The rea- 
fonaWenefs of this difcipline appears fo evident, that 
it may feem unneceffary to enter into further argu- 
ments in favour of its propriety and utility ; yet as 
objections are advanced againd our pra^ice in this 
refpeft, it may be proper to take fome notice of 
them. 

The objections commonly advanced againfl: the 
exercife of difcipline are, firft, that it lays an un- 
neccflary reftraint on private judgment ; fecondly, 
that it interferes with that attention to the didlates 
of the Spirit, to which we are individually recom- 
mended ; and thirdly, that the difowning of mem«^ 
bers is a fpecics of perfecution. 
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The ncceffity of difcipUnc, for the conftitution 
and fupport of any religious fociety, has already 
been ftated, fo as, in a great mcafure, to obviate 
the firft objedlion. It may, however, be proper 
to add, that in every fociety, civil or religious, fub- 
miffion is neceflary to the rules of ^^at fociety, in 
order to prevent the licentioufnefs and confufion 
vehich would follow, if every member a£led upon 
his own ideas, without any external reftriftion. If 
this be applicable to fociety in general, it is parti- 
cularly fo wfth regard to thofe religious focieties, 
whkh have feparated from all oAers, on account 
of opinions and praftices, that appear to them not 
confident with the nature of true religion ; or 
unneceflarily attached to it. How fhall a fociety 
retain its exiftcnce, with any degree of propriety, 
if thofe who depart from or difavow its principles, 
are to remain members of it ? And how fhall fuch 
a fociety be known to the world, if its member* 
fhould be permitted to profefs and aft diflFcrently, 
even on fubjefts which at firft formed the founda- 
tion of their union ? It has been faid, that only 
immorality, and the fundamentals of religion^ 
ihould be the fubjefts of difcipline. But, if we 
could agree on the application of the word immo- 
rality, the cafe would be very different with refpeft 
to the fundamentals of religion 5 and the number 
of perfons is perhaps not fmall, who would refolve 
tliefe fundamentals into the belief of a God, and 
of the immortality of the foul. We may eafily 
confider what a ftrange medley the liberty con- 
tended for would admit into one fociety. The 
Jew, the Chriftian, the Mahomedan and the He^«* 
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then, with their various fubdiviiions, might all be 
blended together in one body ; in which we mzy 
fuppofe, if any right zeal for their refpeftive reli- 
gious fentiments fhould exift, there would be per- 
petual jarring anddifcord. Much more condu- 
cive is it to the peace of religious focieties^ that 
each ihould confiftently maintain its own principles, 
and either fuffer thofe who diiTent from them, 
quietly to withdraw ; or, after proper labour and 
waiting for reftoration, to difown them as acknow- 
ledged members of the fociety. When this i$ 
done, as it oug1$t to be, in a right fpirit, it is no 
violation of true charity, nor of that liberty which 
all have, no doubt, a right to exercife with refpeft 
to private opinion. 

The fecond obje£iion is often urged in a man- 
ner, which may tend to miflead and captivate the 
unwary ; but it proceeds on a fuppofition, which is 
by no means admiflible, namely, that a body of 
Chriftians, united in the belief of certain principles, 
is more likely to be mifled, than fome of the in- 
dividuals conftituting that body. It has always 
been the judgment of our Society, that the efta- 
blifhment of meetings for difcipline was under the 
* fame divine influence, which originally formed our 
predeceflbrs a diftindt people. The fubjc<fts of the 
care of thefe meetings have varied very little from 
their firft inftitution ; and, therefore, for any per- 
fons now to pretend, that this difcipline is an im- 
proper reftraint on the leadings of the Spirit, fo far 
as refpedls them, is to fay, in efFeft, that they arc 
not led by the fame Spirit, in which the fociety 
profeffcs to believe, and by which it defires ever to 
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be led. ** The fpirlts of the prophets are fubjeft 
to the prophets ;"* and the individuals of a reli- 
gious fociety mud be fubjeA to that fociety coUefl^ 
ively ; otherwife anarchy and confufion will enfue : 
and when it is coniidered, that in our fociety a 
much^reater proportion of its members concur in 
forming its rules, than in any other, there feems 
no room left for objections like this. They might 
have a more fpecious appearance, if the power of 
making rules and regulations were lodged in a few 
individuals : though even in this cafe, they would 
be deftitute of folidity, if the individuals were pror 
perly delegated. 

The comparifon betwixt perfecution and the 
difownment of the members of a religious fociety, 
has been often zealoufly urged by fome of the ad- 
vocates for unreftrained liberty of fentiment. To 
draw this comparifon the ftronger with refpeft to 
our fociety, it has been urged, that they who arc 
deprived of memberfhip with us, befides other pri- 
vileges, lofe, if reduced to poverty, that provifion 
for the fupport and education of the poor, for 
which the fociety is peculiarly diftinguiflied. But 
this argument, by proving too much, proves no- 
thing : for even thefe latitudinarians would, I fup- 
pofe, think it right to difown a member for idola- 
try or atheifm ; and yet, on fuch a one, it would 
not be proper to inflift what may be termed perfe- 
cution. But are we, becaufe we make extraordi- 
nary proviiion for our poor, to retain all that have 
been members, however Yhey may differ from us 

♦ I Cor.xiv. 32. 
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in principle or practice ? The abjurdity of the ar- 
gument appears to me too great to need further 
confutation. What is fometimes advanced with 
refpeft to degradation of chara£ter by difownment^ 
it is apprehended, ftands or falls with the former* 
If the fociety has, by its general good conduA^ ob« 
tained iuch a degree of reputation, that thofe who 
are difowned by it, lofe part of the good opinion 
of the public ; muft it facrifice that reputation, by 
retaining in its bofom thofe who violate its rules, 
or trample upon its principles : principles, for the 
fupport of which, our predeceflbrs in religious pro* 
feffion, were willing to fuffer much ignominy j 
with the lofs of property, of liberty, and even of 
life itfelf ? 

Befides a general overfight of the conduft and 
converfation of our members, there are other ob- 
jefts which obtain attention in our meetings for 
difcipline. One of the mo(l material of theie is^ 
the fupport of the poor : for it has been the prac- 
tice in our fociety, from its firil eftablifhment, to 
maintain our own poor, and not give them occa- 
(ion to apply for the common modes of relief. Not- 
withftanding this, we think it right to contribute 
to the fupport of the poor who are not ofourfoci--^ 
cty, in common with our neighbours j and that, 
not only in cafes where the laws oblige us ; but 
alfo, when ability is afforded, in thofe voluntary 
charities which are eftablifhed, or occafi on ally pro- 
moted for the benefit of this part of the communi- 
ty : a clafs, to the fuitable relief and employment 
of which, much importance is very properly at-- 
tached. 
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Another material obje£i: in our meetiags for diir 
cipiine^ is^ due attention to proceedin|^ in relsr 
tion to marriage ; to take care that the partis $^ 
clear of other engagements of the &me hixkd% tbit 
they are not within difallowed degrees of eonffinr 
guinity ; and tfaat^ in cafe of previou3 XOs^trhg^t 
the rights of former children be propeHy fecured : 
rfter whicb^ care Is alfo exercifed that the mar- 
riage be concluded in a proper and becog^ing man- 
ner. 

The regifter of thefe marriages ; of b^bs and 
burials $ the care of our meetmg-houfes 'and b^ 
rial grounds } the admiiEan of members; th^ 
granting and receiving, of certificatea for tbofc who 
remove from one diftriA to another ; with divers 
other matters^ alfoibrm the fubjeds of our care in 
thefe meetings. 

The meetings in which thefe matters are tranf. 
a£led5 are called Monthly meetings, from their be- 
ing held once in every month. They fend repre- 
ibntativeS) and anfWer queries relative to (he gene- 
ral cond«ifi: of their members, to other mecttogs, 
which are called Quarterly meetings } the princi- 
pal bufinefs of which i§ to fnperintend Monthly 
meetings, and to advife and affift them when occa- 
fion may require. Thefe Quserterly meetings alfo 
iend reprefentatives, and anfwer queries to a meet- 
ing which is called the Yearly meeting. This 
meeting has a general overfight of the fociety ; and 
makes rules for its governrnqjit and welfare. 

The importance of tranfs^£ting this difcipliqe in 
Z ri^t fpirit, and by thofe who may be properly 
•^pialifiedj hiis ever been felt as of no fmall import* 

' M 



134 DISCIPLINE. 

ance to ks right prefervatibn ; and many are the 
advices which have been iflued by the Yearly 
meetings on this fabjeA. The following^ being 
ihort and comprehenfive, }nrill, I apprehend, af- 
ford an iaftruftive defcription of our concern. in 
this reiped. " We tenderly exhort, that in all 
your meeting for the difcipline of the church, you 
wait in humility, to have your fpirits brought into 
iubjeftion to the Spirit of Chriftj that thereby you 
may be duly qualified for the work and fervice con- 
ducive to the building up of his church ; in which 
work, all who are engaged, fhoidd be mai of up- 
right hearts and clean hands ;. rightly prepared 
for the fervice they undertake." 1748. 



CONCLUSION. 

* , * 

Addrefstothe Yoath on the Remembrance of their Crea- 
tor.-— Heafon and Revelation.; — The Holy Scriptures 
and Chriftianity. — Our peculiar Principles.— The Ne- 
ceffity of Regeneration.— -Addrefs to Perfons not of 
our religioas Perfuafion. 

In tlic defign and execution of this work, my 
mind has been much influenced by a defire for 
the welfare of the youth of our fociety, arid for their 
inftruftion in the principles of true religion. To 
thefe I feel difpofed to addrefs myfclf in this 
conclufion. 

Let me remind you, my dear friends, of that 
wife and pious injun£Vion j ** Remember thy Creator 
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in the days of thy youth."* Confider his operations 
in nature and in ^race ; in providence and in 
redemption. Although in the confideration of all 
thefe, fome difficulties, not eafily comprehended, 
may prefent themfelves ; yet fo much will be open- 
ed to the attentive mind, as will excite the love 
and fear of Him, " who made the heaven and the 
earth, the fea, and all that therein is.''f In entering 
into thefe confiderations, there are two affiftants 
afforded us, by our gracious Creator, Reafon and 
Revelation. The forpier, as well as the latter, is 
ufeful on this occaiion. It is a faculty given us 
by God ; and, if rightly exercifed, will tend to 
promote our knowledge of Him, particularly in 
the works of creation and nature. When not 
mifled by the vanity of the human mind, reafon 
fees and feels its own imperfection j and readily 
embraces and fubmits to thofe advantages, which 
revelation affords. By revelation, I mean to 
comprehend both that which is mediate, and that 
which IS immediate. The former is communicated 
in the holy Scriptures, in which we h^e very ample 
accounts of the being and nature 0ff^od \ of his 
manifold works in creation and in providence ; of 
his love to mankind, particularly in the work of 
redemption by Chrift ; and in a£fording the affift- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, to guide and direA into 
all neceflary truth. It is by this fpirit, which is 
called the Spirit of God, and of Chrift, as proceed- 
ing from the Father and the Son, that immediate 
revelation is received. This revelation produces 
that knowledge of God and of Chrift, on which 

• Ecclc. xiL I. f Pfalm cxWi* 5- 
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vernal life depends, tn this fetife, '^ no rdzh 
knoweth who the Father is/ but the Son; and 
he to Whom the Son will reveal him.'** And when 
k'pleaies God to reveal his Son in any, and obedi^ 
ence is yielded to the heavenly vifion^ thefe thea 
become acquainted with the nij^ries of Gk>dV 
kingdom ; and are made fehfible, that ^* fle(h and 
blood hath not revealed thefe things unto them ; 
but theif Father which is in Heaven/'f 

As the holy Scriptures arffthe blefled means of 
introducing us to an acciuaimance with the way o# 
tife and falvatioO) and of affording us flinch iti^ 
ftruAion in our varioui duties to God| and onis 
to another } I earneftly prefi on you^ my deaf 
^ung friendS) a frequent and ferioua perufal of 
them* Tou will here find much profitable inftf ue« 
tion of various kinds } the faiftory it, beyond any 
other. Important and mterefting \ the myftery 
''makes wife unto falvation.''^ Here you maf fee 
the various dealings of God with his creature man » 
you may be made acquainted with the dirpenfation 
of the law, the predtAions of the prophets, the 
miniftrat!oi4|p John, and the moft glorious dif- 
penfiition of the gofpel. Beware of fuch publica- 
tioils as have a tendency to create a difrelith for thefo 
facred writings. Confider what the ftate of ouf 
religious knowledge wbuld hkve been without' 
them ; and look at thoffe parts of the world, which 
have not had the benefit of the Scriptures ) or in 
which the reading of them h^ been greatly re-^ 
ftrained. When this comparifbn is £uriy midei 



* Luke X. 22. t Matt. x?i. 17. t 2 Ti». iii. 15 
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I belkte we (kill find atmnd anl cau ferta be t&anb- 
M to the Qod smtd Fath^ of all our merc!es> for 
ibe hette&t w« enjoy, in having free accefs to thofe 
teftifnonials df his ways and wiH refpefting the 
childfen of mtny with which the Scriptures hare- 
xt»adeu9 acquainted. Let them be fairly dompa-^ 
red wkh the various ffftenvs of religion in the world; 
and then, although there be fonse diiHetrlfies^) which: 
may not, at once, be folly comprehended (and in 
whatr feience are there not fuch dtfficuhie^ ?) then/ 
I fay, the tran^endent excellence of Cbriflianity 
win be felt and a^ekridwledged ; and gratitude fill 
the heart, for the uwmerked Iotc of God,iirChrift' 
Jeftts oiar Lot d. 

< liavitig fairly appreci'ated the general prmciples^ 
of Chriftknky, thofe which are peculiar to our re- 
ligions fecii^y, and of which you niake proftflion, 
will, I believe, rife in your viicw with* efteem* and 
attachment. - Tfceir confiftency with the Chriftian 
religion has been already fhown ; and pi^fttming^ 
you<tO'be'{enfible df this confiftency, I afitsftion- 
ately entreat you to be faithful in your adherence 
to them. . Attend to that divine light* that faving 
grace, that good fpirit, which is placed in your 
hearts 5 and which, if attended to, will prefer vc 
firom the temptations incident to early life ; and be^ 
your guide and fupport through the Tarious trials 
and probations, which now, or hereafter, may be 
your allotment* Oh ! my dear friends, receive 
this heavenly Vifitant in the way of his: coniihg. 
Give not up your minds to the pleafirres and en- 
joyments of this world, which will draw away your 
obedient attention from things, which make for 

M 2 
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true peace^ and things by which you may edify 
dbe another. . Be willing to take-up the 4laQy 
crofs ; and to bear the yoke of him, who faid» 
*' Take my yoke upon you, and kam of me, for I 
am meek and lowly in heart ;. and ye ihall find 
reft to your fouls ; for my yoke is eafy, and my 
burden light/'*' Let thofe who have been habit*^ 
uated to finfol or diifipating pleafures, and have 
afterwards been brought to tafte of the good word 
of life, and the powers of the world to come ; let 
thefe iay, whether more of the real comforts and 
ei^yments of life, are not to be experienced in> 
the humility and felf-denial of aChriftian than in all 
the gratifications which fin and folly afibrd. For 
when we take into confideration the divine peace, 
which, we are told, *' pafleth all underftanding,"f 
and a degree of which is at times the experience of 
the fsiithfal foUowers of a crucified Lord ; with the 
comfortable profpe£b of another and etjecnal ftate 
of exiftence ; there will be found fufficient in- 
ducements, in every reafonable point of view, to 
prefer a life of religion and virtue, above that 
which is devoted to indulgence in the purfuits of 
folly, difiipation, and fin. 

The fame principle of divine light, which led 
our predece^ors out of the vain and finful pleafures 
of the world, altd let rhem fee the corruptions which 
had taken place in religious worfhip and miniftry v 
the inconfiftency of war with the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion ; and the impropriety of divers other matters^ 
m the external deportment of profeffingChriftian9» 

• 

* Matt. xi. 29. 30* f Phil, it* 7. j 



For their teitimoDy on thefc accounts aDd the con- 
dud): confcqueat upon them, they fuftered deeply ; 
in an age» when religious liberty was claimed by 
all, but given by £ew or none, who came into the 
pofleiEon of power. Read the relations of ^e 
patient fuffering for the caufe of truth, and the 
teftimony of Jefus, ofthofe who have gone before 
you 'y* and faithfully bear your teftimony, even in 
thoie things, that you may be ready to call little. 
Let not the fingularity, which a conduct confident 
with your {»*inciples may produce, difcourage you 
from a faithful adherence to them ; but fubmit to 
bear that crofs, which will crucify you to the worid 
and the world to you, and redeem you from the 
.various corruptions, with which it abounds. The 
principles of our fociety are now fo refpedfuUy 
treated, that the temptation to defer t them is. much 
lefiened. Prize your privileges ; confider how dif* 
fertntly our fore-fathers were circumftanced ; and 
let this confideration excite in your minds, increas- 
ing faithfulnefs and dedication to all parts of your 
religious duty. Follow the example of our blefled 
Redeemer, remember the reproaches which he en- 
dured, and be willing to take up the crofs and def^ 
pife the Oiame. Then you may become partakers^ 
of that crown of righteousnefs, which is the reward 
:d{ all who have fought the good fight, and kept 
At faith ; »xd wiio love his appearance^ 

* 

*■ The Author not only wiihes to turn the attentioQ of 
Youth to the fufFeruigs of our own fociety; bat alfo ta 
thofeofthe primitive Chriftians, and of the reformers 
fromPopeiy* 
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Bcforb I conclude this addrefs, I wifii a litdi 
further to open the fubjeA Of Chriftkui redemptions 
lb far at leaft as to turn your attention to that workp 
which the depraved ftate of hHSian nature renders 
Bniverfalfy necefiary ) a^ in which our Lord in« 
fbruded a ruler among the Jews i ** Except a man 
be born agsdn^he cannot fee the \sitkgiom of God.'^^ 
Whatever our religious profeffion, whaievevottt 
outward appearance and demeanotir may be ; all 
wiH fail to procure us ^vine favour and acceptance 
if the heart is not renewed after the image of Hioi 
that created us. '^ Marvel not that I &id unto thee^ 
ye muft be bom again/'f This was the language 
In* which ouc Saviour repeatedly inculcated' this 
do^ine to Nicodemus ; and Oh !• my destf 
young friends ! neither marvel at it, not withdraw 
from it* Examine the ftate of your own. hearts^ 
and the occafion for it will foon be feen and felt. 
Dwelli therefore^ I entreat yoU) under thofe divine 
conviAion» and influences, by which ^^ the waihing 
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
GhoA,''t are experienced. The work is generally* 
flow and gradual ; therefore be not diicouraged, if 
you cannot always perceive its progrefs : but as yow 
aUde patiently under a right exercife of mind, yon 
will find that the work will in time proceed un^ 
the new creation in Cbrift Jefiis unto good- works 
is known. - But when this is in meaAire attained ; 
ftill watchfulnefs and prayer ihould be the com- 
panions of every mind; The command to watch* 
fulnefs is of univerial extent. " What I fay unto 

* John iiit 3. f John iii. 7. X Tims iii* 5# 
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yo^, I fay unto all, watdi."* Again^ " Watch 
and pray that ye enter not into tenptation/'^ When 
this difpofition of mind is rightly abode 1% it pre* 
fcrves from formality in religion i keeps the fonl 
alive to God ; and makes living members and 
bright examples in hischurchj and among his people. 
lb this ftate of religious exercifei the experience of 
the primitive believers is attained ; *^ By one fpirit 
are we baptized into one body;— ^nd made to 
drink into one fpirit/'f Here alfo, right qualified'* 
thmft are received for religious fervicei and a capa^ 
city tp fill up the meafure of fufiering or labour^ 
which may be allotted in the church of Chrift : a 
church, the members of which are thus defcribed 
by an infpired apoftie $ **Te alfo as lively ftones, are 
built up a fpiritual houfe, an holy prieftbood, to 
offer up fpiritual iacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jefus^Chrift."J 

As one of the objects of' this publication, is 
to convey information to peribns who are not of 
our religious perfuafion ; I requeft that they 
would follow the example of the noble Bereans ; 
and '' fearch the fcriptures whether thofe things 
are fo'."** It is not probable that 'we fliall all be 
brought to think alike on thefe fubjefts ; but if we 
can fee, that fo much may be faid by thofe from 
whom we dififer, as to produce an increafe of Chri£-' 
tian charity, fomething important is gained. I 
am not a favourer of that falfe charity, which would 
deftroy all religious zeal, and make all profeffions 

* Mark ziii. 37. § Matt* xxvi.4i. 
t I Cor. xii* 13. t I Peter ii* 5. ** A^s xvii. 11. 
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of rcfigion immaterial. ** Let every man be fully 
perfuaded in his own mind ;"* and having en* 
deavoured.to obtain that perfuafion from due con^ 
fideratiop ; let him fupport it with zeal, tempered 
with the meeknefs of wifdom. Thus, notwith*: 
(landing the variety of opinions into which the 
Chriftian world is divided, the light of the gofpcl 
may increafe in the eajth ; and we may togeth^ 
promote the coming of that day, in which the di- 
vine promife and prcdiftion will be fulfilled : "From 
the riiing of the fun, even untp the going down 
of the famcj my name ihall be great among the 
Gentiles ; and in every, place, incenfe fhall be of- 
fered unto my name ; and a pure ofiering.*'+ Tb^n 
will " the kingdoms of this world, become th«' 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift s ai^ 
he fliall reign for ever and ever."i 

* Rom. xiv. 5. t Mai. i. 1 1. 
I Rev. xi. 15. 
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